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NARRATIVE, &c. 


T H E mutinous defcdion of the ofBcers of 

yeari7<^5, is 

an event fcarcely to Be paralleled in the hiftory of 
any age or country. In order to give as diftin6t 
an account as ppflible of fo confuled a fcene, it 
may be neceffary to explain the circumftance 
which is alledged to have given rife to the combi- 
nation, although the eye of an impartial obfervet 
on the fpot could not fail to difeover, that the li- 
centious difpofition of the Company’s civil fer- 
Vants not only coincided with, but adfuaily in* 
feffed the military branch. 

It is many years fince the Eaft India Company# 
in conlideration of the extraordinary expences 
and inconveniencies unavoidably incurred during 
the campaigns in that country, indulged the of- 
ficers in their fervice with a certain allowance per 
diem^ exclufiveof their pay. allowance ori- 

ginally went, and ftill goes by the nameof batta,’* 
or field expences. 

When the B'nglifh forces took the field, in 
conjunCl'ion with the nabob Jafficr Ally Cawn, 
after the battle of Plafley, our military expences 
were, agreeably to treaty, defrayed by his ex- 
cellency, who likewife thought proper to en* 
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creafe the emoluments of the officers, by granting 
them a double allowance, which of courfe ob- 
tained the name of “ double batta and lord 
Glive, at that time, in order that the gentlemen 
fhould not too confidently depend upon the con- 
tinuance of this new bounty, reprefenced to them, 
that it was merely a temporary indulgence of the 
nabob, an indulgence not enjoyed by our officers 
in any other part of India, artd coiild only continue 
to thofe in Bengal during his excellency^ plea- 
fure. The expence of this double batta however, 
though firfl: introduced and paid by Jaffier Ally 
Cawn, was, in procefs of time, thrown upon the 
Company; who, unwilling to adopt fuch an ex- 
penfive precedent, nocwithftanding the revenues 
of feveral diftridts of lands had been affigned 
over by the nabob to the Company for defraying 
the charges of the army, repeatedly iffned orders, 
in the moft pofitive terms, that it fiiould be abo- 
lifhed. But the fituation of their military and 
political affairs in Bengal was fo frequently criti- 
cal, and the fuperior fervants in the civil branch 
fo averfe, perhaps through want of refolution, to 
abridge the officers of any emolument, that a re- 
monftrance from the army never failed to con- 
vince the governor and council of the impropriety 
of fuch a reduftion. — It muft be remembered, 
that the accomplifhing this bufinefs was one of 
the principal points of reformation prefied upon 
lord Clive in the year 1764, when, at the re- 
quefli of a general Court of Proprietors of Eaft 
India ftock, he was prevailed upon to accept 
once more the government of Bengal With 
refolution and difintereftednefs he ftcadiJy purfu- 
ed, from the hour of his arrival at Calcutta, 

« See the order in the Appendix, No. i. 
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fnch meafures as feemed beft calculated to effect 
the great pju-ppofes of his appointment ; and the 
tranquillity of the country being the necelfary 
ground-work of all other permanent regulations, 
he concluded, as foon as poffible, a general peace 
throughout the provinces, upon terms both ho- 
nourable and advantageous to the Company. 

The war being ended, it was judged proper to 
withdraw our forces from the dominions of our 
new ally, Sujah Dowla, and to quarter them at 
fuch places, and in fuch divifions, as would not 
only be moft conducive to the health of the fol- 
diers, but raoii' convenient for furnifhing de- 
tachments, which from time to time might be re- 
quired to aliift in the colledion of the revenues, 
or to march upon other accidental fervices. The 
whole army was regimented agreeably to the 
plan propofed by lord Clive, and approved by 
the Company, before his lordfliip embarked for 
India. It was alfo divided into three brigades, 
each brigade confifting of one regiment of Euro- 
pean infantry, one company of artillery, fijs bat- 
talions of feapoys (or black infantry), and one 
troop of black cavalry, with field officers in pro- 
portion. 

The firft brigade was ordered to garrifon 
Monghyr (goo miles from Calcutta) under the 
command of iieurenanc-colonel fir Robert Flet- 
cher, in the abfence of brigadier- general Carnac, 
who had been called down^to the prefidency, to 
take his feat at the feledfe committee, of which the 
Court of Diredors had appointed him a member. 
The third brigade, commanded by colonel fir^ 
Robert Barker, was cantoned at Bankipore, 
near Patna, about loo miles beyond Mon- 
ghyr; and the fecond brigade, commanded by 
colonel SLiiich, was ftationed at Allahabad, 200 
B 2 ’ miles 
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mlTes beyond Patna, by the earned defireof 
king and Sujah Dowla, in order to fecure them- 
againft the invafion of the Morattoes, until they 
ftiould have fufficiently recruited their own army, 
which the length of the late war had almoft en- 
tirely deftroyed;. 

The reftoration of peace and public tranquilli- 
ty, together with the eftablilhment of a more per- 
fed fyftem of military difcipline and fubordina- 
tion than could have been effected' before the' 
troops were formed into regiments, afforded a 
favourable opportunity, for carrying into execu- 
tion the Company’s infbrudlions relative to the 
redudion of the batta. Orders were accordingly 
iffued by the fcled cohithittee to the following 
effed, viz. That on the i ft of January, 1766, 
the double batta ftiould ceafe, excepting with the 
fecond brigade, which, on account of the high 
price of provifions at Allahabad, and the expence 
of procuring the neceflTary European articles at 
fo great a diftance from the preftdency, were to* 
be allowed the double batta in the field, and the 
old original Tingle batta in cantonments, or in 
garrifon, until they fhould be recalled within the 
provinces. For the fame rcafons, half finglc 
batta was to be continued to the troops at Patna- 
and Monghyr; but the reft of the army, not en- 
gaged in adual fervice, we mean the detach- 
ments at the prefidency, ae fubordinate fadories,. 
and other places, were to be put precifely on a 
footing with the Company’s forces on the coaft of 
Choromandel j that is to fay, they were to have 
po batta at all. 

The officers had been too fuccefsful in their 
remonftrances againft former orders of the like 
nature, to omit preferring them upon this occa- 
fton. The pofitive commands ot the Company 
6 were, 
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were, hi^wever, -urged to them in reply 5 nor did 
lord Clive and the fele< 51 : oommittee flatter them 
with any hopes that the indulgence of double batta 
■would be prolonged beyond the time limited. 
The reduction accordingly took place on thefirft 
day of the new year ; the gentlemen of the army, 
with whatever reluflance, thought proper for 
theprefent to-acquiefce j and all complaint feem- 
ed to have entirely fubfided. But this was only 
an appearance of fubmifllon 9 private meetings 
and confultations were held upon die fubjeft in 
each brigade j fecret. cpnjmitt^s were formed, 
under the detiominatkm.' of'.- fr^ mafons lodges, 
and means for obtaining redrefs devifed, which 
feemed to have no other alternative than a mu- 
tiny of the whole army, confifting of above 
20,000 men, and, in confequence, the extirpa- 
tion of the EngliHi Company in Bengal. They 
had' no idea, perhaps, that things could come to 
fuch extremities ; their meafures were calculated 
merely for compelling the adminiftration to a re- 
newal of the batta, by a general refignation of 
their commiffions, without regarding the pro- 
bable confcquences to themfelves, or to the 
public *, and unanimity, they doubted not, would 
enfure fuccefs. 

This alarming combination was originally 
planned in December 1765, or January 1766, at 
Monghyr, and from thence propofed to the cap- 
lains and fubakerns of the 2d and 3d brigades. 
The flril letter that appears to have been written, 
was to the officers in garrifon.at Allahabad, who 
immediately had a meeting to debate the matter; 
at this meeting a letter was alfo produced from 
the third brigade. But before they determined 
upon an anfwer to either, they wrote to a detack- 
Eicnc of their own brigade, encamped at Corah; 

3 who, 
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who, ■ confidering themTelvcs upon actual fer- 
vice, replied, that they could not in honour im- 
mediately join in the defection ; but that, after 
the expiration of their p'reftnt fervice, they would 
not continue to hold their commi/Rons to the pre- 
judice of thofe gentlemen who fhould relign. I'he 
officers of the fame corps at Allahabad, being on 
duty in a frontier garrifon, concluded they were 
as much upon adnai fervice aa thofe employed in 
the field, and therefore concurred with the refo- 
lution of the Gorah detachment. Such was the 
purport of the anfwer fent to the third brigade, 
with a requeft that it might be communicated by 
them to the firft. This ftate of neutrality, how- 
ever, Was not long'prefeVved : the fentiments of 
honour in the fecond bti^ade foon gave way to 
the general infatuation, as if the number of 
aiSlors fufficiently juftified the adion ; and thefe 
gentlemen, who in the beginning were rellrained 
by fome degree of principle, grew in the end as 
outrageous, and went even greater lengths than 
cither of the other two brigades. 

In each brigade a committee of correfpondence 
■was appointed, with full authority to anfwer all 
letters that might come from their afibciates, and 
to agree to, as well as to propofe fuch meafures 
as they fhould think proper. Near two hundred 
comm'ifliorts of captains and fubaltcrns were in a 
fhort time colleded,' and lodged in the hands of 
the adjutants and quarter-mafters, in order to be 
delivered to the commanding officers of the re- 
fpetflive brigades, on the iftofjune, which was 
the day fixed upon for the general refignation ; 
though, to give a colour bf moderation to their 
proceedings, they determined to make an offer 
of their fervices as volunteers till the J5th of the 
lame month, by which time they imagined a final 
■' anfwer 
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aisfwer might be obtained from lord Clive, or the 
feled committee, in their favour. All officers 
upon detached parties, of whom there were a 
confiderable number in various and diftant parts 
of the country, were written to by their particu- 
lar friends, or in the name of the brigade to 
which they belonged, earneftly prefiing them to 
enter into the combination, and not to divulge 
the affair. With regard to thofe who were pre- 
fent doing duty with their refpedive brigades, 
they bound themfelves by a folemn oath to 
lecrecy, and kept it fo ftridtly, that even the. 
field officers upon the fpot entertained not the 
leaft fufpicion of what was going forward. They 
were like wife fworn to preferve, even at the hazard 
of their own lives, the life of any officer whom 
the rigour of a court martial might condemn to 
death. But in order, as far as poffible, to avoid 
incurring the penalties of mutiny and defertion, 
they determined to refufe their ufual advance of 
pay for the month of June. 

As an expedient to prevent any recantation in 
this confpiracy, each officer bound himfelf in a 
penalty bond of 500 1. not to re-accept his com- 
niiffion, if offered, except upon condition of 
having the allowance of double batta reftored * : 
and, to obviate the misfortune of lord Clive’s 
proving fo refolute as to rejedt their demands, a 
lubfcription was raifed amongll themfelves, each 
fubferibing in proportion to his rank: befides 
which, a confiderable Turn is faid to have been 
contributed privately by gentlemen in the civil 
lervice, in aid of the military caufe. Thefe 
monies, together with fuch forfeitures of the 
500 1 . penalty abovementioned as might be in- 

* See Appendix, No. a. 
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curred and levied, were to eftablifli a fund for 
the maintenance of thofe who ftood in need of it, 
in cafe all the commifiions fliould be accepted, 
or of thofe who might be pointed out as prin*» 
cipals, and difmided the fervice, even though 
the army in general fliould be requefted to re- 
fume their commiffions, and the double batta be 
re-eftablifhcd upon its former footing. By the 
fame means the expences of their voyage to Eu- 
rope were to be defrayed, and commiffions of 
equal rank purchafed in the king’s regiments *, to 
which they never fuppofed their mode of reiin- 
quifhing the Company's fervice would prove the 
lead: obftrudtion. 

The plot was thus ripening, when a circurn-. 
fiance occurred, which could not but infpire them 
with additional hopes of fuccefs, lince it feemed 
to prognoflicate an occafion for the fervice of at 
lead: one entire brigade, about the very time fix- 
ed upon for the general refignation. This cir- 
cumllance was the Tudden approach of between 
fifty and fixty thoufand Morattoes towards th^ 
frontiers of Corah, about one hundred and fifty 
miles from Allahabad ; and whether their inten- 
tions were to invade the provinces, or to march, 
to Delhi, was yet unknown ; at all events, how- 
ever, it was judged expedient, that colonel 
Smith, with the whole of the fecond brigade (ex- 
cept the European regiment, which it was not 
thought proper to rifle ’in the field during the ex- 
ceffive heats of April and May, and which there- 
fore was left to do garrifon duty at Allahabad) 
fliould take-pofi: at Seragepore, where he was ac- 
cordingly ordered to encamp, and obferve the 
motions of the fufpedted army. 

Such was the fituation of affairs in March 
1766, when lord Clive and general Carnac fet 

out 
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out from Calcutta, ,‘m order to regulate, with 
Mr. Sykes, (relident at the nabob’s court) the 
colledions of the revenues, at Muxadavad and 
Patna, for the year enfuingj to receive from 
Sujah Dowla the balance due of the fifty lacks 
of rupees (600,000 1.) ftipulated by treaty in 
Augull 1765 ; and to hold a congrefs with thofc 
princes of the empire who were defjrous of form- 
ing alliances to preferve themfeives and the Com*? 
pany from the incurfions of the Morattoes. 

Lord Clive arrived early in April 1766 at Mux^ 
adavad, and was now adjufling the ftate of the 
revenues of Bengal, which was to complete his 
bufinefs at the city, when he received a letter, 
dated the 19th of that month, from Mr. Verelfb, 
a gentleman in council at Calcutta, enclofing a 
remonftrance from the officers of the third bri- 
gade relative to the redudion of the batta ; re- 
prefenting in very exaggerated terms the high 
price of provifions, necefTaries, &c. ; and requeft'*- 
ing that the late double allowance might be con- 
tinued. The board thought proper to defer fend- 
ing any anfwer to this until they could obtain 
lord Clive’s fentiments. He, without delay, com- 
municated his opinion to Mr. Verelft ; that the 
remonftrance, if it had not been tranfmitted thro* 
the commanding officer, nor accompanied with 
a letter to the governor and council, Ihould be 
fcnt to colonel fir Robert Barker for his informa- 
tion, acquainting him at the fame rime, that the 
board did not intend to take any other cognizance 
of a paper fo irregularly brought before them. 
But, left it might have been regularly tranfmicted, 
lord Clive propofed ip that cafe, that an anfwer 
Oiould be fent, fimilar to that already given to 
the like remonftrances, which had been made 
when the orders for ftrjkipg offi the batta were 

ifTued 5 
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ifiyed i with this addition however, that it was 
obferved, the paper was fubferibed by feveral 
lieutenants of the feapoy battalions, who have 
each an extra allowance of two rupees per diem, 
which, with their pay and fingle batta (amount- 
ing in the whole to 24!^ rupees, or^T. 30. i p, 2d I-, 
fterling, per month) could not be deemed an un- 
comfortable fubfiftence. A copy of the remon- 
itrance, and alfo an excrad of lord Clive’s letter 
to Mr. Verelft, upon the fubjed, are inierted in 
the Appendix, No. 3. and No. 4. 

Although a table of the price of provifions 
and European articles cannot with any precjfion 
be afcertained, yet it may not be improper to 
remark, that the former are much cheaper in Ben- 
gal than on the coaft of Choromandel, where dou- 
ble batta was never known 5 that the latter are 
dearer only in proportion to the fmall difference 
of diftance between thofe two places and Great 
Britain ; and that the expence of fran /porting ne- 
cefTaries from Calcutta to any part of Bengal can- 
not be fo great as on the coaft of Choromandel, 
becaufe the whole country is interfeCted with na- 
vigable rivers. Luxury indeed is boundlefs j and 
hence arife the imaginary wants, and the real dif- 
trefles, of officers on the Bengal eftabliffiment. 
The diftribudon of pay and allowances, (Appen- 
dix No. 5,} will give a juft idea of the advantages 
accruing to military gentlemen in the fervice of 
the Enghfh Company in that part of India-, ad- 
vantages much greater, it is prcfumed, than thole 
of any other forces in any part of the world. 

Hitherto no fufpicion had arifen of the intend- 
ed refignation, as even this laft remonftrance was 
perfedly filent on that head. It was not till the 
28th of the fame month (April) late in the even- 
ing, that lord Clive received any advices what- 

foever 
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foeycr of the mutinous refolution that had been 
Teverai months in agitation ; and it is to be ob- 
ferved, that the firft information came from lieu- 
tenant-colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, who in a let- 
ter, dated Monghyr, 25th April, acquainted his 
lordlhip, that the officers of the 6rfl: brigade feem- 
ed refolved on another attempt for the recovery 
of the batta ; that their commiffions were to be 
lent to him at the end of the month, together 
with a letter, informing him, that they would not 
draw any pay for the month of May, but would 
continue to ferve until the affair ibould be finally 
determined for or againft them. To give a far- 
ther infight into the matter, he enclofed a letter 
he had the day before received from fir Robert 
Barker, together with a copy of his anfwer. Thefe 
three letters are entered in the Appendix, No. 6 , 
7, and 8, as alfo lord Clive’s anfwer, No. 9. 

In the abovementioned letter from fir Robert 
Barker to fir Robert Fletcher, is mentioned a 
quarrel between two officers at Bankipore ; their 
names were Duff and Davis, the former a captain, 
the latter an enfign, in the third brigade. At a 
general court martial, which had been held upon 
one of thefe gentlemen, in confequence of the 
fetting fire to the quarters, it appeared that thfe 
difpute arofe from enfign Davis’s refufing to give 
up his commiffion to captain Duff, who would 
have forced it from him. Sir Robert Barker, up- 
on examining into the reafon of fo flrange a tranf- 
a&ion, to his great furprize' became acquainted 
with the combination,' which had been formed in 
the third brigade, during his abfence upon an 
expedition to Bectea. This premature difeovery 
very much difconcerted the officers, as the firft of 
June liad been fixed upon for the general refig- 
nation ; and it was not'.prbpofed that their inten- 
7 dons 
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tions ihould tranfpire before that day. It nm 
however became necelTary for them to make fame 
alteration in their plan, in order that lord Glive 
and the fele<5t committee Should Jiot have time to 
counterad and defeat it. The firft and third bri- 
gades accordingly refolv-ed to refign on the firfb 
of May ; but the fecond brigade, being at fo great 
a diftance, could not receive information of this 
change of meafures early enough to refign on the 
fame day, though the mutinous fpirit broke out 
in camp within a week after. 

The fucceeding day’s poft to that which brought 
the intelligence from fir Robert Fletcher to lord 
Clive, brought alerter datedfrom the camp atCorah, 
the 1 5 .thpf April, fignedFull Batta, to an officer of 
.the fecond brigade, who had attended his lord- 
ffiip from Calcutta, and was then with him at Mu- 
tejyl. The contents of this very extraordinary 
letter * were immediately communicated to lord 
Clive, who was now fully convinced that the com- 
bination was general, though he judged it was 
not likely thatfo confiderable a number of think- 
ing men fhould long continue unanimous in a 
caufe, not only highly criminal in itfelf, but 
which, upon failure of fuccefs, would involve 
many of them in inevitable ruin. Some few there 
might be to whom comfortable fortunes, already 
acquired in the fervice, might render the refigna- 
tion of their commiffions a matter of indifference ; 
but many, on the contrary, he knew there were, 
whofe circum fiances, whofe youth, or whofe ex- 
travagance, could not bear that they fhould vo- 
luntarily rclinquifh the only means of prefent fub- 
fiftence, and be alfo cut off from every profpeft 
of obtaining an happy independency, i low far 

* See Appendix, No. jo. " 
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Indeed the refolutibn of men rendered dfefperafe' 
b/ difappokitment and impending ruin might be 
carried, could noc eadiy be determined : the 
troops might follow their example, and a general 
mutiny enfue : an armed force from the coaft, 
or from England, would in that cafe, perhaps^ 
have been the only remedy left. On the contrary,. 
to grant a requeft, demanded as k were fword iu' 
hand, would have been a condefcenfion, not on- 
ly repugnant to the character his lo-rdfhip had 
hitherto fupported, and fubverfive of his autho- 
rity as governor and coifimander in chief, buc 
might have been attended with the word of evils j,. 
for when threats in this inftance fhould have been 
found fuccefsful, fubordination and difcipline 
would have been openly difavowed, demands of 
a more exorbitant and ferious nature might have 
follo^ved, the civil government might at length 
have been totally overthrown by the military, 
and the very exiftence of the company in Bengal 
deftroyed. Submiflion therefore on the part of 
lord Clive would not bear a moment’s delibera- 
tion. He had a few officers in his fuite whom he* 
could depend upon a few others he concludecf 
might be had from Calcutta, and the out-fac- 
tories ; and fome of the free merchants, it was^ 
imagined, would, in cafe of neceflity, accept of 
eommiflioHS. He determined likewife to leaver 
the city as foon as the important bufinefs he was? 
tranfadiing. would permit, and to endeavour to 
reach Monghyr before the 15th of May. By thefe 
means he was in no doubt of being able to retain? 
command over the foldiers, till a corps of officers* 
could arrive from the prefidency of Fort Sr.. 
George. 

Lord Clive, general Carnac, and Mr,. Sykes, form- 
ing a fekit committee, met mconfukation on the 

morning: 
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morning af the 29th, and determining that the 
demands of the army ought not to be complied 
with, difpatched an exprefs * to the council at 
Calcutta, requeuing they would without delay 
acquaint the government of Madrafs with the 
difpofuion of the officers, and prefs them to iffue 
orders to as many captains and fubakerns as 
could poffibly be fpared from immediate fervice 
on the coaft of Choromandel, and likewife to 
fuch cadets, and others, as might be thought 
qualified to bear commiffions, to hold themfelves 
in readinefs to embark for Bengal on the ffiorceft 
notice. The council were unanimous in the mea- 
fure fuggefted by the committee, and on the fir ft 
of May fent off their difpacch to fort St, George-f. 
General Caillaud was at this time gone to the 
northward, to accommodate, either by negoci- 
ation or force of arms, the difputes between the na- 
bob of Arcot and the fubah of the Decan •, and as 
it might be neceffary for the governor and coun- 
cil at Madrafs to have his opinion, how far the 
requeft from Bengal could be complied with, Mr, 
Verelft rr-anfmitted to the general a copy of the 
Jaft mentioned letter, which proved the means of ex- 
pediting the preparations for the fupply required. 

Lord Clive in the mean rime wrote to J 
colonel Smith, fir Robert Barker, and fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher, upon the fubjed of the afib- 
ciation, enclofing to each a copy of the let- 
ter written by the fried comniittee to the coun- 
cil at Calcutta (No. u.) that they might have 
have fu'll information of the meafures intended 
at the fame time giving them authority 10 make 
public his fentimencs, jf they were likely to have 
any good cfFcd. From this time to the fecond 

* See Appendix, No. rt, -j- Sec Appcncll.':, No. iz. 
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cjf May, no farther intelligence was received.--" 
The filence of colonel Smith, and fir Robert 
Barker, gave his lordllrip fome hopes, as he ex:- 
prefled himfelf that day in alerter to Mr.Verelfi, 
that the officers had maturely deliberated upon 
“ their fchcine, and found it not very conveni- 
“ ently pradicable adding, “ I can hardly 
“ think, that feeing us Heady in our refoludon, 
“ they will venture to brave the confequences:; 
“ The firmnefs with which wc have hitherto fup- 
“ ported our civil regulations, muft leave them 
‘‘ without a profpeft of remiffnefs in thofc of the 
military.” 

A few hours, however, brought him a lettef 
from fir Robert Barker, dated the 27th of April 
which convinced him, that the third brigade was 
as unanimous as the firft. In his anfwer he 
direfted fir Robert Barker to find out, if poffible, 
the perfon in whofe hands the commiffions were 
depoficed, to put in arreil thofe officers whofe 
conduct could come under the conftrudtion of 
niLuiny, and to detain them prifoners at Banki- 
pore, till a general court martial of field officers 
could be fumrnoned ; fince a trial by their com- 
rades would have been very ineffeftna], and it 
was too evident, that unlel’s the fcverityof mar- 
tial law were exerted to punilb the principal in-- 
fiigators of this combination, there would foon 
be an end of difcipline in the army, and of au- 
thority in the Eaft India company ov'er all their 
fervants. The like inttruiStions were at the fame 
time fent to colonel Smith, and to fir Robert 
Fletcher In the poftfcript of thefe letters, is 
mentioned a letter figned Firft Brigade. It was 

« See Appendix, No. 14. f See Appendix, No. 15. 
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fiddrefled to captains Fred. Smithy and Thomas 
Pearfon, the one aid de camp, the other fecretary 
to general Carnac j and the contents are as fol- 
lows : 

‘‘ Gentlemen, 

<« We are now to inform you, that all the oiS- 
** cers here, and thofe at Patna and Allahabad, 
(except a few, and thofe pimps to power too) 
have refolved to refign the fervice the lirfl: day 
of May next, unlefs the batta is reftored to 
what it was in July and Auguft 1765 *, and 
requeft that you will concur with us in refuling 
to ferve but upon thofe terms. This is no hafty 
•* iU-condu( 51 :ed I'cheme, but the fettled refolu- 
tion of the three brigades, who are, to a 
man, refolved to fend every officer to ever- 
lafting Coventry, who refufes to join in a caufe 
fo juft and honourable. We therefore beg 
that you will, immediately upon receipt of 
this, tranfmit your fentimencs to fome of your 
friends here, who may communicate them to 
** us. We further beg, that you will confide? 
“ maturely on this fubjcdl before you come to 
any refolufion 5 for depend upon it, we are 
determined to go through with it, at the rifque 
of life, fortune, friends, and every thing that is 
“ dear and facred. The gentlemen at Morad- 
“ baug may be able to inform you of material 
circumftanccs.— Till we have your anfwer, WQ 
•* are truly and fincerely 

Monghyr, Your friends 

12 7 April 1766* The Firft Brigade.*^* 

The gentlemen at Moradbaug, mentioned in 
this letter, belonged to a confidcrable detachment 

doing 
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doing duty at the cky. They were all this tirfi'g 
deeply concerned in the combination ; biit lord 
Clive being upon the fpot, made them fenfible 
o£ their folly, and prevented them froni throwing 
op their commiffions* 

On the 29th of April, fir Robert Barker * 
wrote again to lord Clive, acquainting his lord- 
lliip with his more full convidion of the deter- 
mination of the officers, and with the meafures 
he was purfuing, not only to fliake it, but to pre- 
vent any alarming confcquences, when it fhould 
come to an iiTue, altho’ hitherto no difpofition to 
mutiny had appeared among the private men of 
liis brigade. This could not fail giving fatisfac- 
tion. But lord Clive was under fome uneafinefs 
On account of the garrifon at Monghyr, where he 
had reafon to think the whole feheme had been 
originally planned i and fir Robert Fletcher’s fi- 
ience added much to his ankiety, for it was now 
the 4th of May, and the only letter he had re- 
ceived from that gentleman upon the fubjed, was 
dated the 25th of April*, he therefore thought 
proper to repeat his former injundions, that fir 
Robert Fletcher Ihould inform himfelf ,of the 
names of the principals, and of as many particu- 
lars as polTible relating to the affiociatioft 5 dired- 
ing him at the fame time to take the mofl: effec* 
toai means of fecuring the fidelity of the fuba* 
dars, or commanding officers of the black troops, 
in cafe the Eurupean foldiers, or the feapoys, had 
betrayed any fyinptoms of difaffiedion.' However, 
before thefe inftrudions were difpatched, a letter 
arrived from fir Robert Fletcher, dated the ifl 
of May, enclofing one to him from 42 of his offi- 
cers, together with a copy of his anfwer, and al* 

« See Appendix* No* 17a 
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fo a fetter to him from fir Robert Barker, all 
'which may be feen in the Appendix, No. i 8 , 59, 
20, 21, 22. The letter from the oEcers was ac- 
companied by their commiffions, which they re* 
qxiefted fir Robert -would keep, till an aniwer 
fhould arrive from thofe who bad the power of 
granting their demands ; .and in the mean time 
they alTured him, that as they refigned from 
principle, they relolved to ferve without pay of 
any kind, till the i5ch. 

This adual refignation of the oEcers of the 
l-ft brigade no longer permitted lord Clive to 
doubt, that the other two brigades would with 
like punduality comply with the terms of the 
affociatjon. A fupply from Fort St. George, and 
likewife the aEftance of the free merchants, be- 
came immediately necefiary. The letter in the 
Appendix, No. 23, to the gentlemen of council 
at Calcutta, enclofing the oEcers addrefs to fir 
Robert Fletcher, was therefore difpatched with- 
out delay. The next day (5th May) a letter from 
fir Robert Barker, dated 30th April informed 
lord Clive, that on the 29th the oEcers of his 
brigade had made him acquainted with their refo- 
lution to refign their commiEons on the firft of 
May, though they were willing to ferve without 
either pay or batta till theT5th, by which time 
they fuppofed lord Clive would reach P'atna, or 
Write his anfvver to their demands. Sir Robert 
Barker, after having affembled the oEcers, rc- 
prefenied to- them, that the crime they were com- 
mitting was no lefs than mutiny and defertion j 
and that he hoped, for their own fakes, they 
would re'fie« 3 : upon the confequences, and relin- 
quiE a projedt, which, if p-erfifeed in, would 
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Certainly bring ruin and difliohoui* upon tliem- 
felves. — Arguments of this kind, from a com- 
manding officer univerfally beloved, could not 
fail making fome impreffion oh their minds j but 
at the dole of the conference they declared, 
“ That they were folemhly 'bound and engaged 
with the other brigades, to offer their com- 
«« millions on the iff of May, and that they 
could hot be off.” 

Sir Robert Barker, having been informed that 
the men at Monghyr had cxpfelTed their refolii- 
tion to mutiny, repeated to lord Clive his appre- 
fion of it, and mentioned af^ an ‘informafion he 
had received, that a fom to the amouhr of 
140,000 rupees, near 16,000 fterling) was. 
fubferibed for the officers by the gentlemen of 
Calcutta. 

Thefe circumftances it was thought neceffary, 
to communicate to the council not only chat 
they might be apprized of the progrefs of the 
combination, but that they might exert their en- 
deavours to difeover thofe gentlemen in the civil 
fervice, who had granted fuch large encourage- 
ment to the mucinous difpofition of the army. 

Lord Clive then acquainted fir Robert Fletcher 
with fir Robert Barker*s doubts concerning the 
men of the iff brigade -f, charging him to a( 5 l: 
with all poffible circumrpe(ffion, and authorizing 
him to engage the attachment of the ridn-c’oni- 
miffion officers by affurances -of rbward, if he 
fliould fee a neceffity of putting their behaviour 
to the teft i he further directed him to make fuch 
neceffiij-y preparations as could be made without 
creating fufpicion, for detaching the troops in 
fmali parties at a moment’s warning, and with 

» See Appendix, No. 2 $. f See Appendix, No, 26, 
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tne like caution to collect boats for conveying tlli? 
officers to Calcutta ; fince he was determined, 
that if he found them refractory, on his arrival ai 
Monghyr, they fhould be forced to depart with- 
in 24. hours. A letter of the fame date, and to 
the fame purport, was. alfo difpatched to fir Ro- 
bert Barker 

By a letter of the 2d of May, fir Robert Flet- 
cher acquainted lord Clive, that he was convinc- 
ed no difturbance could happen, even if the 
troops knew the conduCl of their officers j but 
that however, for the fake of amufement and a 
freflh fubjeCt of converfation, he had marched 
half the brigade to the diftance of two miles from 
the fort, under pretence of reducing fome ftrong 
mud forts at Carruepoor. In anfwer to this, lord 
Clive ordered him immediately to fecure the cap- 
tains who had been moft aftive, and to fend them 
‘down prifoners to Calcutta -f. 

The fentiments of the officers of the 3d bri^ 
gade, who were abfent upon detachments, were 
not certainly known j but between 50 and 6 tO of 
thofe prefent, in cantonments at Bankipore, kept 
ftriCtly to their engagement. On the ift of May 
in the forenoon, fir Robert Barker received the 
following laconic epiftle from his adjutant j 
“ Sir, 

The enclofed letters were juft now brought 
to me ; one of them, direCled to you, I fend 
“ by deftre of the officers of the 3d brigade ; the 
“ other, 1 believe, you will think not improper- 
“ ly added. 

I am, fir, 

‘^Your mojft obedient humble fervant. 
May I ft 1766. f » Robertfon, adjutant.” 

# See Appendix, No. 27. f See Appendix, No. 
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Tlie ietter direded to fir Robert Barlj er, which 
Mr, Robertfon enclofed (and which iir Robert re- 
turned % with an affurance that he would put the 
feverity of military law in execution, if any man 
ihould mifbehave) was figned, Officers of the 3d 

Brigade.*’ It contained a repetition of their griev- 
ances, and terms of future fervicc, fome .expref- 
- fions of perfonal regard for the colonel, and a 

readinefs to ad as volunteers, and obey orders* 
till the 15th of the month, when they expeded to 
be made acquainted with lord Clive’s definitive 
anfwer. The other letter^ which Mr. Robertfon 
mentions to be “ not improperly added,** was the 
pacquet of commiflions, together with his autho- 
l-ity for fending them ; which w.as as follows ; 

To enfign Robertfon^ 

« Sir, 

We defire that you will, before 12 o’clock 
I to-day, fend our commifiions to fir Robert Bar- 

ker, colonel of the gd brigade, together with 
** the enclofed letter, 

** May ift We arc 

f ‘ 1 1 o’clockf Your obedient fer vants, 

A. M. Officers of the 3d Brigade.*^ 

Sir Robert Barker had before fufpeded whaC 
was now Efficiently certain, that the adjutant was 
a principal and adive member of the afibciadon, 
fie therefore intimated to him upon the parade, 

' that he (hould order him down to Calcutta ; in 

confequence of which intimation, Mr. Robertfon 
thought fit to write him the following letter ; 

Sir, 

I did not well underftand what lafl: you fpoke 
f to me on the parade, whether it was, that you 

« See Appendix, No, aj, 
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-meant to fend' me a prifonei’ to Calcutta, or 
f‘ that you expeded I would go becaufe you de- 
fired it. If the *tis well.*, if the latter, ! 
«* muft acquaint you that Y, without having done 
any thing unmilitary or improper, refigned the 
fervice this morning, releafing mylelf from 
military orders. Yon accepted, examined, but 
chofe to return the commiffions, hiiongft which 
mine was one. If I have done wrong, I mull 
be brought before the civil power, having 
freed myfelf from all military rettridions, 

“ To leave this imrnediately will be to lofe 
all that I am wonh 5 fo that ’twill be neceffary 
f* to fend me a prifoner, that i uiay know where 
to apply hereafter for reftitution* 

I am^ Sir, 

Your obedient humble fervant, 

F. Robertfond^ 

This letter did not intimidate fir Robert Bar- 
ker from forcing Mr. Robertfon, and three other 
ringleaders, to proceed immediately to Calcutta % 
a meafure which contributed much to the pre- 
ferying good order and difcipline 'in his brigade 
till the 15 th of May. 

■ As the affairs of the army were now become 
very critical, lord Clive determined to leave the 
bufinefs at the city uhfinilhed, to the management 
pf Mr. Sykes, and to march with all poffible ex- 
pedition to Mongbyr, which place he propofed 
feaching on the 14th at lateft. On the evening 
pf th'e'bth he accordingly let out from Mucajyl, 
accolnp'anied by general Carnac, and the few of- 
ficers belonging to the body guard and efcort of 
feapoys. Majors Champion and Polier, and cap- 
tains Smith, Pearfon, and Martin, who were all 
|he officers that could be colledted at fo fnort no- 
. S' tice. 
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tvce, and whofe attachment to the fervice, as weil 
as fteady adherence to difcipline, might fecurely 
be relied on, were ordered forward, to proceed 
with the utmofl: hafte to the affiftance of hr Ro- 
bert Fletcher. 

Lord Clive, that night, at Sydokbaog, 12 
miles from Mutajyl, received a letter from fir 
Robert Fletcher, dated 3d of May acquaint- 
ing him, that “ he had ufed every argument in 
his power to perfuade the officers to a change 
“ of condu£t, but that they had feveraliy told 
him, they were determined to abide by what 
they had done.’* By an enclofed letter to his 
brother, a captain at Madrafs, (open for his lord- 
ihip’s perufal) it appeared, that the gentlemen 
intended to write to their military friends at Fort 
Saint George, to prevail upon them to re- 
jed all propoials that might be made for their 
removal to Bengal. This fcheme was evidently 
calculated to bring additional diftrefs upon the 
government, and thereby to compel lord Clive 
into terms of accommodation. But in order to 
counterad the meditated mifehief, a letter was 
immediately difpatched to the council at Calcut- 
ta f , requeuing they would, for a time, ftop all 
private letters to and from Madrafs, except fuch 
as could not be fufpeded to relate to the combi- 
nation. And, as a communication of fentirnents, 
from one part of the army to another, might at 
thisjundure prove extremely dangerouJj, if was 
further propofed, that the like caution ffiould be 
ufed at the poft-office at Calcutta. 

During the next day’s journey, lord Clive had 
an account from fir Robert Fletcher, that he had 
again remonftratedto no purpofe with the gentle- 

See Appendix, No. 30. f See Appendix, No. 31. 
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men of his brigade ; that they were rather more 
inflamed 5 that they flattered themfeives their 
letters to Madrafs would have the defired effed 1 
and that it was now artfully infinuated, a mutiny 
of the men wasf already planned, and would in- 
evitably happen, if the officers fliould be difmifT- 
ed. A copy of this letter, together with his lord- 
ffiip’s anfwer, is entered in the Appendix, No. 
32 and 53. — No. 34 is an extrad of a letter 
from lord" Clive to flr Robert Barker, the 8th of 
May. 

The day fallowing, lord Clive learnt from fir 
Robert Fletcher that he had fent to Calcutta a 
captain and a lieutenant upon fufpicion of their 
having been themoft adive in forming the com- 
bination ; b\5t that he was perfuaded every pre- 
caution had been ufed to conceal the principals. 
The gentlemen however of this brigade, as well 
as of the 3d, ftiU continued to do duty, though 
their refolution in the main point was not alter- 
ed; and by the converfation of the latter, fir Ro- 
bert Barker underftood, that upon his refufing to 
accept their commiffions, they had fent them by 
the pofl: to Calcutta ; por was he deceived, for 
on the sd day’s march, lord Clive met an exprefs 
with a very large pact^uet, addrefled to the go- 
vernor and council, which upon being opened 
was found to contain the commiffions of that bri- 
gade, together with a general letter of refigna- 
tion, dated the ifl: of May. Lord Clive detained 
the commiffions in bis own cuftody, and forward- 
ed the letter to the board. 

During thefe tranfadlions, the council at the 
prefidency had received, and taken into con^- 

f See Appendix, No. 35, 

t Note/ This gentleman was lately appointed to the rank of 
faftor in the civil fcrvice at Bengal. 
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ieratlon, the committee’s difpatch of tlie 4t!i 
(Appendix, No. 23.) The affociation of the of- 
^cers being fully confirmed, and thofe of the 
firft brigade having actually tendered their com- 
miffions, the board unanimoudy refolvcd, agree- 
ably to an intimation given them by lord Clive, 
that a letter fhoald be written to fir ]R.obert Flet- 
cher, or officer commanding at Monghyr, ex- 
preffing their fenfe of fiich an extraordinary and 
unwarrantable proceeding; authorifing him to 
accept of as many com miffions as were offered, 
and to order down to Calcutta, within the fpace 
of 24 hours, every man who had refigned the 
fervice; fince no confidence could prudently be 
placed in the zeal of thofe who had deferted their 
duty in a manner fo inconfiftent with the charac- 
ter of officers and gentlemen T hey farther rc- 
folved, that the faid letter fhould be tranfmitted 
through the hands of lord Clive and general 
Carnac, in order that it might have fanSion of 
their names ; and that an exprefs fhould be fent 
to theprefidencies of Madrafs and Bombay f; urg- 
ing the neceffity of their united efforts to affifl: 
Bengal in this emergency, and requefting they 
would, without lofs of time,embarkaU the officers, 
cadets, and others, that could poffibly be fpared, 
agreeably to the former letters from that board* 

* In the mean time, the council, in confequence 
of the requefl: of the committee, applied to the 
free merchants, requiring them to give their af- 
fiftance on the prefent defedion of officers, till 
the vacant commiffions could be filled up. Afto- 
nifhing as it may appear, it is however an incon- 
teftable truth, that out of near one hundred of 
jhefe gentlemen refident at Calcutta, neither dif- 

9 See Appendix, No. 36* See Appendix, 37. 
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qualified by age nor infirmity, two only were 
found who would accept commiffions upon this 
very important occafion, notwithftanding they 
knew the fervice intended was merely parade 
duty j that even this would lafi: but a few weeks; 
and that the faith of the governor and council 
was pledged to allow them the privilege of trade, 
duty free; and to recommend them to the Court 
of Diredors for a more efiential reward of their 
attachment to the Company’s welfare^. The 
trifling excufes made by fo confiderable a num- 
Ijer of thofe gentlemen, amounted at leafl: to an 
approbation of the condud of the officers, if it 
did not confirm the truth of the information, that 
a fubfeription was raifed in Calcutta for the fup- 
port of the military combination. ' 

On the loth of May lord Clive and general 
Carnac received, at Siccaragully, the letter from 
the council to the oificer commanding at Mon- 
ghyr-f. This they immediately figned, and dif- 
patched to fir Robert Fletcher, with fo me pri- 
vate inftrudions for his condud J. A copy of 
it was ar the fame time fent to fir Robert Barker, 
that he might intimate to the officers of the 3d 
brigade, the unanimous rerolurion of the board 
upon the proceedings of thofe of the iff: §. 

On the 1 1 th a letter arrived from colonel Smith, 
dated 29th of April, advifing, that a confiderable 
detachment of the Morattoe army was in motion .; 
that they had advanced down the fouthern ihore 
of the Jumna, oppofite to the territories of Co- 
rah ; and that Ballagarow, one of the chiefs, with 
fixty thoufand horfe, was arrived at Culpy, where 
he was coileding a large number of boats. This 
letter was add reffed to the feled: committee; but 

* See Appendix, No. 38, ^ See Appendix, 36. 

J See Appendix, 39. ■§ See Appendix, 40. 
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the critical fituation of affairs would admit of no 
delay in the reply j and the colonel was evidently 
yet unacquainted with the intended defertion of 
his ofEcers. Lord Clive therefore hefitated not 
to inveft him with full authority to ad, in refpeci: 
to forming alliances '^vith neighbouring princes, 
in fuch manner as the emergency of affairs might 
require J: and as the refignatmii of his officers, 
at the time of the enemy’s nearer approach, might 
be attended with the moft fatal confequences, his 
lordfhip impowered the colonel, provided he 
Ihouid judge that the troops were ripe for mu- 
tiny, and thereby find himfelf reduced to the 
tirmofl extremity, but under no other circutii- 
ftances whatfoever, to make terms with the mal- 
contents. 

This day 'and the next, lord Clive received 
farther accounts from fir Robert Fletcher, ex- 
prcffing the higheft opinion of the fidelity of his 
troops, infomuch that, ‘‘ he would flake his life 
upon their good behaviour, notwithflanding 
the apprehenfions entertained by fir Robert 
“ Barker.” He obferved, that the worll which 
could happen was a mutiny amongfl the Euro- 
peans, who were fo inconfiderable in number, 
that he would put every man of them to death by 
the fcapoys, before they could get a cartridge 
from the magazine, or indeed before they could 
form themfelves under arms, his own quarters be- 
ing fo near the barracks, that he could alniofl: 
overhear every thing that paifed. 

Confident as thefe affurances were, lord Clive 
thought it expedient to purfue his journey with 
the utmofl expedition, although the heat at this 
feafon of the year was fo infupportable, that 

J See Appendix^ No. 41. 
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©any of the men had already died ispon the 
march i but it was neceffary to reach Monghyr, 
if poffibk, before the departure of the officers 5 
and he was now within one day’s journey of the 
place, when early in the morning of the 13th, 
his progrefs was delayed by a fudden fall of wa- 
ters from the mountains, which carried away a 
bridge that had been thrown over a branch of the 
river he was obliged to pafs; the ftream of which 
was now fo extremely deep and rapid, that it 
could not be forded, even upon elephants, til! 
late in the evening. A whole day was thus un- 
avoidably loft f . Repeated advices however from 
fir Robert Fletcher flattered his lordfliip, that 
Ro difturbance would arife among the troops in 
garrifon ; he hoped indeed that the officers would 
fcmain quiet till his arrival j but at all events fir 
Robert could not now be much diftre fled, as the 
gentlemen who puffied forward from Mutajy! 
were already arrived to his affiftance, and the iet-» 
ter from the governor and council contained fuf 
ficient inftruilions for his condudf. 

On the 14th, fir Robert informed his lord* 
ffiip that he had begun the embarkation of the 
captains, and had appointed a furgeon’s affiftant, 
2 cadets, and a fergeant, toadl as enfigns, in or* 
der to convince the fubalterns that the brigade 
would not be entirely deftitute of officers. Soon 
after, upon the receipt of lord Clive’s letter of 
the 13th, be invited the gentlemen to do duty a 
day longer. Butlbme of them began now to bo 
very troublefome; and appeared to intend en- 
camping till the arrival of their aflociates from th§ 
other brigades 5. 

4 See Appendix, No. 4a. | See Appendix, No. 43, 
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The defcription of aflPairs at Monghyr has, to 
this period, beefl colle< 2 :ed only from fir Robert 
Fletcher. It may, however, be not improper to 
take a view of them from the officers who were 
detached thither from Mutajyi. 

On the arrival of rhefe gentlemen at Monghyr, 
the 1 2th of May, about 9 o’clock at night, they 
were furprifed to hear the grenadier’s march beat- 
ing, and then the reveille. When they came to 
fir Robert J'ietcher’s quarters, they there found 
half the European regiment affembled, and fing- 
ing, and the drums beating. 

The next day they feverally vifited the officers 
©f their acquaintance, in hopes of prevailing up- 
on them to relinquifli the dilbonourable proje< 3 : 
they had fo raffily engaged in, or at leaft to con- 
tinue doing duty till the arrival of lord Clive and 
general Carnac. 

They reprefented the infamy and the ruin that 
would attend them, if they fhould in this manner 
defert the fervicet that a combination to refigti 
their com miffions all on the fame day could be 
confidered as no lefs a crime than mutiny : that 
if the foldiers ftiould be tempted to follow their 
example, the mifehief would not end without 
bloodflied, and the murther of many of their 
Govmtrymen : that lord Clive came firmly refolv- 
ed not to yield up the point to them, and would 
rather, fuffer death than condefeend to make 
terms with a fet of men who were endeavouring 
to abolifh all military difeipline and fubordina- 
tion. They farther remonftrated upon the in- 
gratitude of their behaviour to his lordfhip, who 
had lately given to the amount of near 70,000 l.f 

t A legacy of five lacks of rupees bequeathed to lord Clive 
by the old nabob Jaffier Ally Cawn, who died three months be- 
fore his lordfliip’s arrival at Bengal. 
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as a fund for the fupport of all officers and mefi 
who fhonld be difabied, or worn out in the 
fervice, and likewife for the maintenance of their 
widows. , - 

In anfwer to thefe arguments the oiBcers de-^ 
dared, that they were Iblemnly bound to quit 
the brigade, whatever might be the confequenee: 
that they had imagined unanimity in the mea» 
fure muft have enfured fuccefs; but that, could 
they have fuppofed lord Clive fo inflexible, they 
would never have formed the combination. That 
as to his lordfliip’s generous donation to the 
army, they were entirely ignorant of it, fir Ro« 
bert Fietclier not having communicated to them 
a fyllable of the matter j and that, had they been 
informed of it, gratitude, as well as felf-intereft, 
would certainly have prevented their prefent con- 
dud. They then alledged, that fir Robert him- 
felf originally fet this combination. on foot, art- 
fully making them the inftruments of an oppofi- 
tion to lord Clive’s government: they acknow- 
ledged the probability of a mutiny amongfl: the 
foldiers ; but declared, at the fame time, that 
Ihould it happen, they would exert their utmoll 
endeavours to quell it. Several of them, parti- 
cularly captain Goddard, lamented the want of 
an opportunity to acquaint lord Clive and gene- 
ral Carnac with the part fir Robert Fletcher had 
adled, in beginning and promoting this unfor- 
tunate affair; but defired major Champion, and 
captains Smith and Pearfon, would not fail to re- 
port their aflertions, the truth of which they faid 
they were well able to prove. 

On the 1 3th, major Champion and captain 
Pearfon were ordered out to the camp at Car- 
ruepoor, two miles from Monghyr fort. The 
reff of lord Clive’s detachment of officers remain- 
", ed 
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cd in garrifon, to be ready in cafe of a mutiny of 
the EuropeanSj which began now to be appre- 
hended. At eleven o’clock at night, two batta- 
lions of feapoys were marched, under command 
of captain Smith, to the exercifing ground , where 
they lay upon their arms till morning ; when the 
captain propofed to fir Robert hletcher, that 
they ihoiild return to their own parade, not only 
as it commanded the principal gates, but as de- 
tachments could be more readily made from 
thence to different parts of the garrifon *, and 
that, in order to obviate any fufpicion, it fhculd 
be given out, that lord Clive being hourly ex- 
peded, it was necelTary to keep the feapoys in 
the fort, iefl* they Ihoiild ftraggle, and not be 
quickly drawn up on his lordihip’s arrival. This 
advice was immediately followed. 

In the afternoon captain Smith received an or- 
der from fir Robert Fletcher to get the two bat- 
talions under arms, and to march with all pof- 
fible expedition to the Euroiiean barracks, the 
foldiers having mutinied. The captain had 
neither fubakern nor fergeanc to affift him.-— One 
of the refigned officers happening at that moment 
to come on the parade, the captain ordered him 
to take the command of one of the battalions, but 
finding that he hefitated to obey, he turned from 
him, And gave the command of it to a black 
commandant, taking charge of the other hi mfelf. 
As the mutiny was- not unexpeded, he had pre- 
vioufly taken a view of the ground near the bar- 
racks. Adjoining to thefe is a hill, whereon 
ftands the fainting battery, which he was appre- 
henfive the tmuineers would endeavour to leise. 
To avoid any fignal of his approach, he gave or-^ 
ders that the battalions fhould march in the pro- 
foundeft filence. inftead of proceeding the com- 
mon 


toOn fbad, round the hill, he got up the back 
it, and fuddenly took poffeiTion of the battery, 
by which means he had the full command of all 
the barracks. The foldiers had adually got un- 
derarms, intending to follow their oiScer% and 
the artillery were preparing to do the fames but 
the appearance of thofe two battalions of Teapoys^ 
with fixed bayonets, threw them into fome con» 
fufion, of which captain Smith took the advan- 
tage, and told them he would immediately fir€ 
upon them, if they did not retire peaceably to 
their quarters* Sir. Robert Fletcher alfo, who 
was now arrived, harangued and diftributed 
money amongft the mutineers, and gave likewife 
to each of them two rupees. They aflured him 
they had been made to believe that he was to head 
them, otherwife not a man would have thought 
of turning out *, adding, that if that was not the 
cafe, they would not mind their officers, but live 
and die with him alone. Whilft fir Robert was 
talking to the men, feveral of the officers came 
and told him, that as they heard the Europeans 
had mutinied, they were willing to offer him 
their affiftancc. This he refufed, and ordered 
them all to quit the garrifon within the fpacc of 
two hours, under pain of being fent off with 
, guards. Before fix o’clock they accordingly de- 
parted 5 three only of the whole brigade were 
left, two of whom were then confined to their 
beds. Sir Robert Fletcher's own account of this 
laft tranfaft ion appears in his letter of that night 
to lord Clive f, in which is the following very ex- 
traordinary paragraph : 

“ Some have been very troublefome, and par- 
ticularly thofe whom I have all along fufpeded, 
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and whbfe confidence I ufed every art to ga'fn 
in January lofti when t heard that the %vhokwere 
to form a flan of quitting the brigades zvitbout giro- 
ing any itmrning. I even went fo far as toaf~ 
prove of fame cf their fchemes, that they might do 
nothing without niy knowledge f After perufal 
of this, it will naturally be recollected, that the 
earlieft intelligence given by fir Robert Fletcher, 
of the cofnbinatioii of his officers, was in his let- 
ter to lord Clive, dated 25th April, fix days only 
before the day of refignation. 

In the morning of the r5th of May, lord Clive 
and general Carnac arrived at Monghyr, where 
they were irnmcdiately informed of all the ci'r- 
cumfiances above related. Sir Robert Fktchcr the 
fame day took an opportunity, in converfation 
with lord Ciive, to repeat the matter of his letter 
to his lordfhip of the i4.th of May, above quoted.. 
But upon this fubjeCf, lord Glive, for reafons 
which will hereafter be mentioned, did nor. 
think proper at that time to exprefs any difiatif- 
faClion. 

Orders were ifiued that night for the whole 
brigade to be drawn out next day, lord Clive in-* 
tending to review them. Early in the morning of 
the 16th, he accordingly went to the parade, 
where the men appeared in very good order, but 
with very few officers. The European foldiers 
required his firft attention •, he therefore addreffed 
himlclf to them in the ftrongeft terms : he repre- 
fented to them the heinoufnefs of the crime their 
officers had committed; explained to them the- 
grounds upon which the difaffeffiion had arifen; 
informed them that the double batta was merely 
an occafion-a\ extraordinary allowance, and never 
till now looked upon, niuch lefs demanded, as a 
right ; that the withholding it w.as an acd; of the 
D ^ Com. 
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Company, ths governor and council having therein 
only obeyed the pofitive commands of the Court 
of Directors i, that the combination which the 
gentlemen of this brigade had formed, to refign 
the fervice altogether on the lame day, was no 
lefs a crime than mutiny, for which the ring- 
leaders would certainly undergo the fevereft 
puniiliment that martial law could inflidl-, and 
that moil of the interior ofienders lliould be fenfi 
away to England by the firft lliips of the enfuing 
feafon : — he further obferved to them, that he 
was himfelf a foidier, and had always been a friend 
to the army ; that he had lately given a very 
ft rong inftance of his regard both to the officers 
and private men, having eftablilhed a fund for 
theiupport of aU thofe who fhould be incapable 
of duty, or worn out 5 and alfo to the widows of 
thofe who lliould die in the fervice. He , con- 
cluded w'ith exhorting them to behave with regu- 
larity and fobriety, and to do their duty as fol- 
diers, till the arrival of officers, who were then 
on the road to Monghyr. 

He then fpoke by an interpreter to the feveral 
battalions of black troops, and highly applauded 
them for the inftance they had fo lately given of 
their fteadinefs and faithful attachment to the 
Company 5 he diftributed honorary rewards to the 
feveral commandants and non-commiffioned offi- 
cers, and ordered double pay to be iffuecl to the 
private men for the months of May and June. — 
The whole brigade was much pleafeci with thefe 
marks of regard from the commander in chief j 
exprefied their fatisfa£lion and gratitude with de- 
cent acclamations and when they were difmiffed 
from the parade, retired without tumult or dif- 
turbance to their quarters. 
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A detachment of feapoys was the iiexfc day fent 
out in queft of the ojfHcers who had refigned, and 
were now encamped within a few miles of ivfon- 
ghyr^ intending to wait the arrival of their affo- 
dates from the other brigades, and confult to- 
gether upon the imexpeded defeat they had al- 
ready fuftained. Lord Clive fufpedting their in- 
tentionsj gave orders that they fhould immediate-' 
ly proceed to Calcutta, and afllired them, that if 
they did not depart quietly, the detachment 
fhould convey them away by force. This mef- 
fage had the defired effed, and the detachment 
foon returned to the garrifon, with an account 
that the malcontents having divided themfelves 
into fmall parties, were all gone towards the 
prefidency, feme by water, and fome by land. 
Several fubakerns from the out factories, ivho 
had not joined in the combination, and who had 
received lord Clive’s orders to repair to Mon- 
ghyr, were by this time arrived, and ten or twelve 
others were expedted in a very few days from 
Calcutta. 

Affairs being thus happily fettled at Monghyr, 
lord Clive and general Carnae refolved to proceed 
on the lyth to Patna, from whence they could 
the more eafily convey aflifcance to colonel Smith, 
whofe critical fituation required their principal at- 
tention. In the mean time, they fent forward a 
few officers to fir Robert Barker, with orders, in ■ 
cafe their prefence jQioiiki not be abfolutely ne- 
ceffary atBankipore, to march on with all pofiible 
expedition to Allahabad, v/here they would re- 
ceive fartl-ier orders from colonel Smith. 

Neither the officers nor the men at Bankipore 
behaved in fo tumultuous a manner as thoie at 
Monghyr. The refignation: indeed took place at 
D 2 the 
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ttie fame time -, but a much greater proportion 
of officers remained with fir Robert Barker than 
with fir Robert Fletcher, and fo much cooler had 
they grown upon refledion, that many more 
would have returned to their duty, had they not 
been apprehenfive that fome of the ringleaders 
would be called to an account by a court mar- 
tial j at which thofe who retraded might be oblig- 
ed to officiate, contrary to the oath that bound 
them to proted; the lives of each other As to 
his European regiment, it confifted chiefly of 
new recruits, who fliewed not the leaft difpcfition 
to be troublefome,' — his chief deficiency was in 
artillery officers. He therefore took the com- 
mand of that corps himfelf, and likewife of a bat- 
talion of feapoys. Lieutenant-colonel Chapman, 
an officer of great experience and addrefs, was 
very infiru mental in preventing a total defertion 
of fubalterns, and in preferving difcipline amongil' 
the Europeans in the cantonments, whilfl major 
Grant took charge of a confiderable divifion of 
the brigade which fir Robert Barker had pru- 
dently detached, upon the firft intimation he re- 
ceived of the intended refignation. 

It is now time to give an account of the trahf- 
adions at the camp in the lines of Serrajepore, 
under the command of colonel Smith, who being 
in a very critical fituation, at- the eve, as was 
imagined, of a battle, and at a great diilance 
from that relief which the other hrioadt?s micht 
obtain, laboured under peculiar difficulties. 

On the 6ih of May, all the officers in camp, 
two only excepted, wrote to the colonel for 
leave to refign their commiffions, fome demand- 

* SeS5 Appendix, No. 46< 


log their difeharge immediately, others on the ift 
pf June-f. His aftoniflument at fuch extraor- 
dinary conduct, and the refoliuion he immediate- 
ly came to, are expreffed in his letter to the feled 
committee, and his general orders ilTued out that 
day, of which the foiiowing are copies. 


“ My Lord and Gentlemen, 

With furprize and concern I acquaint you, 
that the major part of the officers ofthis detach- 
“ ment have wrote to me for leave to refign their 
commiffions ; fame have demanded their dif- 
“ charge immediately, others at the expiration 
of the month. I tranfmic you a copy of theor- 
ders of this day, which will (lie w in lively co- 
lours my opinion of this cranfaftion', in the 
mean time I requeft your immediate anfwer 
“ concerning this event, with your inftrudfions. 

“ The ofiicers of the garrifon at Allahabad 
“ have alfo figned a requeft of the fame nature 5 
but as it was fmuggk-d to me, without coming 
“ through the proper channel, I ftiaii return it to 
“ them ; however it ferves to convince me that 
this is a general difafleftion. 

' “ if all the officers ofthis detachment had de- 
termined to turn about on their colours, it 
“ fiiould have had no cfFetft upon my meafures. 
“ The field officers, and fome two or three others, 
“ who have not forgot what they owe to their 
“ own honour, moft exert thetnfelves with more 
“ alacrity. 1 have the honour ro fubfcribe my- 
“ felf, with much refpedt, &c. 


•“ Camp in the lines of , 
‘ Serrajepore, 6th May, 1766. 


Richard Smith.’ 


-f- Note, all thefe ol^icers, being in the field, and without the 
pioviaces, were in the receipt of the double batta, 
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General orders given out by colonel Smith, at the 
camp in the lines of Serrajepore, ^th Mayj 
1766. 

I'he colonel cannot find words fnfficiently 
“ ftrong, to exprefs his aftonilhment at the con- 
dutl of all thofe officers, who have applied to 
“ him for leave to quit the fervire at this particu- 
jar junflure, at a time when an enemy’s army, 
and that army fo numerous, is encamped at no 
“ great diftance from us. This is a behaviour 
“ fo foreign to every thing that has the leafi: 
**= coiinedion with honour, that the colonel 
“ blufhes to find his countrymen can fo readily 
facrifice their own reputation to any private 
views or confiderations whatfoever ; ^when thefe 
honourable motives have no longer any infiu- 
ence, the fervice of fuch officers is by no means 
defirable. Captains Scott and Auchmuty, 
captain- lieutenants Clifton and Black, lieu- 
“ tenant Ellerker, and enfign Maverly, having 
“ rcquefted leave to rcfign, are ordered to pro- 
«« ceed to Calcutta diredly. All thofe officers 
who have been pleafed to fix the jft of June 
“ as the period of their fervices, fhall have an 
“ anfwer before that day : in the mean time the 
‘‘ colonel cannot but remark, that thofe officers 
“ who have requefted leave to refign their com- 
“ millions, have fet a moft extraordinary ex- 
ample to the black troops j and the colonel, 
“ by their condudf, will be reduced to the ne- 
ceffity of placing that confidence in the fide- 
iicy of the black officers, which hitherto had 
«•= been properly repofed in the zeal of his fellow 
countrymen.” 

^’ Richard Smith.” 


Colonel 
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Colonel Smith’s letter, accompanied with a 
copy of the above orders, came to lord Clive’s 
hands on the morning of his arrival at Monghyr ; 
his lordfhip’s anfwer, and approbation of the co- 
lonel’s condiid, will 'appear in the Appe.ndix, 
No. 47. and No. 48. 

\ On the 7th May, colonel Smith received the 
following letter from the officers in camp : 

To colonel Richard Smith, commander' in 
chief, &c. 

“ Sir, 

“ When afperfions, unmerited, ungenerous, 
and unjuft, are publicly calf, with evident in- 
tentions to blacken the reputation of a corps, 
who have by length of fervice, and the moft: 
“ ardent zeal, eminently diftinguidied them- 
feives for their beloved country, the honourable 
“ Company, and their own honour; and who 
have repeatedly been witnefs to the vanity of 
endeavouring, by reprefenting the moft fub- 
“ miffive arid moft confiftent with the charadler 
“ they are determined to maintain, of hoping the 
leaft redrefs or profped of relief from griev- 
“ ances infupportable to their minds, it behoyeth 
them, in vindication of themfelves, to make 
“ this public teftimonial, that neither the fup- 
pofed enemy, which they delpife, nor the de- 
lien of injuring their honourable mailers, 
“ which they hold dear, has the leaft tendency, 
“ nor was the fmaileft motive conducive to the 
requeft of any individual of this corps, for li- 
‘‘ berty to refign a fervice, which, with the ut- 
moft regret, they are compelled to relinquifh, 
for that happinefs, which is the only end of their 
**= being in more hofpitable climates, v/hen even 
hopes are annihilated here. Can it therefore 
D 4 be 
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be expelled, that any ties can be more bind*? 
*'■ Ing than the ties of nature ; or that freedom, 
and the defire of that liberty we inherit from 
our fathers, can be denominated dillionour or 
reproach ? But though firmly afilired of the 
“ jufticc and probity of our proceedings as indir 
¥' viduals, we cannot behold, without fomething 
more than forrovv, the public orders of the 6th 
“ inftant, w'hich, as they can be produdlive of 
no compuncl'ion in minds fatisfied with then^- 
“ felves, we humbly think, that whatever part 
“ of them was intended to iligmatize ns with 
diflionour, had much better been omitted : 
‘‘ as this is a point every gentlenian will find too 
“ hard to reconcile to his own breaft, we are 
«s forry we are obliged to give this inflance of 
gratitude to the lervic.e, at the peril of lofing 
“ that honour, which, than life, is to a foldier 
“ more dear, in the mean time we will adhere 
“ to our duty, in the manner each has fignified 
for himfelfi 'but to continue fervice without 
“ confidence, yea, without honour, as by impu- 
“ ration we are at prefent fuppofed, Vv'ere, in 
reality, to be what we are thought, and to 
merit what we do not deferve. We defire 
“ therefore that this may be forwarded to the 
honourable prefident and council, that by no 
mirreprefentations we may yet fuffer in their 
“ efteem j and are {fill with the greateft refpedl:, 

“ Sir, 

5 * 7th May, “ your moil obedient, 

1766, ' humble fervants, 

“ David Scott, *— > capt. 

A. Forbes AuGlifouty, ■ — ditto. 

Ch. Clifton, — capt. lieut. 

“ Alexh «« ditto. 

E. Eller- 
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E. Eilerker, 



iieut. 

C. Maverly, 

— r 

enfign. 

Alexh Dowe, 

— 

capL 

John Buckley, 

“ Robh Brooke, 


enfign. 

— 

lieut. 

5 ' W". Vertue, 

: 

lieut. 

W"". Benton, 


lieut. 

“ James Nicols, 


capt. 

ce Fenwick, 

— 

lieut. 

“ John Jones, 


lieut. 

“ G. B. Eyres, 
Rich^. Rice, 

— 

lieut. 

— 

enfign. 

“ Matt. Nail, 



2d. lieut. 

5 ? Hen. Lidele, 

— 

lieut. f, art. 

“ Denis Fieldhonfe, 

— 

enfign. 

Dan K Dow, 

— 

enfign. 

« Gab Harper, 

— 

lieut. 

“ Gabh Johnftone, 

— 

, enfign.*’ 


To this the coloiiel returned the following an?- 
fwer : 

General orders.~Camp in the lines of 
Serrajepore, May 8th, 1766. 

As the firft point of honour in all officers of 
the army fliould be fidelity to the ftate they 
“ ferve, fo no private confiderations can excul- 
pate or extenuate the condud of thofe officers, 
who can fo far forget their duty as to form an 
affociation againfl: their fuperiors, more efpe- 
cially at a time when the troops are employed, 
and polfibly adual fervice may happen. The 
‘V colonel is therefore invariable in his opi- 
nion, and thinks fuch condud is foreign to 
every thing that has the lead connedion with 
honour; for. tlfis reafon, thofe officers who 

fixed 
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“ fixed fo fhort a period to their fervices, were 
promifed an anfwer before the end of the month. 
“ The colonel has received a letter, figned by 
the major part of the detachment. When ofB- 
cers forget what they owe to their own honour 
and the public fervice, the colonel is by no 
means furprized they Ihould forget the refpea 
“ due to him ; therefore as captains Dowe and 
“ Nichols, lieutenants Eyres, Benton, and Jones, 
had acquainted the colonel with their inten- 
** tions to refign at the end of this month, he 
now directs thole officers to proceed without 
delay to Calcutta. 

“ Richard Smith.’* 

In* the afternoon of the day whereon this laft 
general order was ilTued, lieutenant Vertue came 
to colonel Smith, and defired leave to refign his 
commiffion immediately. The colonel told him, 
that by the general order of the 6th, he was pro- 
mifed an anfwer before the end of the month, 
and that he certainly ffiould have an anfwer be-f 
fore the expiration of that period ; but that he 
would not permit him to refign. After fome al-^ 
tercation, lieutenant Vertue told the colonel, that 
if he would not accept his commiffion, he fhould 
be under the neceffity of leaving it with him. 
He accordingly laid down his commiffion upon 
the table, acquainted the colonel he had done fo, 
and took his leave. 

Colonel Smith finding the lieutenant had ac- 
tually left the camp, took the neceffary meafures 
for his being apprehended, that he might be 
brought to a trial for difobedience of orders and 
defertion. He was accordingly put in arreft on 
Ills arrival at Patna. Thefcntence paffcd upon 
' him 
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him by the general court martial will be hereafter 
mentioned. 

Colonel Smith, on receipt of lord Clive’s let- 
ters of the 29th of April, and the 2d of May, 
made public his lordfliip’s fentiments, together 
with thole of the committee in their letter to the 
council at Calcutta ; and recommended to major 
Smith, the officer commanding at Allahabad, to 
ufe his utmofl influence to bring the officers in 
garrifon to a proper fenfe of their duty, dif- 
patching to them at the fame time the follow- 
ing remonftrance from himfelf upon the fub- 
jed: 

To the captains and fubalterns of the fecond 
regiment of infantry, in garrifon at Allaha- 
bad. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ If the public fervice could poffibly difpenfe 
with my abfence from the camp, moft afifured- 
" ly I would repair to Allahabad j for I cannot 
read your letter to me, wherein you declare 
“ your intentions of refigning your commiffions, 
‘‘ without feeling the utmofl: concern : as I can- 
‘‘ not therefore affemble you together in perfon, 
I mufl: take this method of offiring my fenti- 
“ ments. I entreat of you, gentlemen, for your 
own honour, for my honour, and for the ho- 
“ nour of the regiment, to weigh well this mat- 
ter ; view it I befeech you, divelted of preju- 
“ dice, and fuffer not yourfelves to be trifled 
“ with againfl: your better judgment. I have 
tranfmitted major Smith, the commanding of- 
fleer at Allahabad, the fixed determination of 
lord Clive and the committee, with fome other 
f papers relative to this matter, which he will 
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communicate to you. It is impofflble, for me 
to fee, without the moft alarming reflections, 
all thofe inevitable confequences which muft 
** enfue, if you perfift in this improper meafure, 
I conjure you therefore, not wantonly to abanr 
don your fair profpecls in this fervice ; and as 
i have not yet tranfmitted your reqiiefi: to the 
committee, I cannot receive a jufter fatisfac- 
“ tion than a defire from you to fupprefs it. 

“ To my fituation in the field you are no 
¥ ftrangers 5 let me but hear you are again fteady 
in your duty, and I fliall fend orders for ma- 
‘‘ ny of you to join me with the lumoft expedi- 
tion, that if the enemy fliould attempt to en- 
ter thefe provinces, we may fhare the honour 
of defeating their intentions. 

“ With real regard I am, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ your moft obedient, 

“ humble fervant, 

Head quarters in the lines of 
** iSerrajepore, lath May, 1766, 

¥ Richard Smith.^* 

This letter, inftead of prevailing on the officers 
to proceed no farther in their unmilitary refolu- 
tions, ferveci only to exafperate them the more, 
and drew from them the following intemperate 
reply : 

To colonel Richard Smith. 

“Sir, 

“ Your letter addrefied to ms, and that 
of the honourable committee to the coun- 
cil, have been made public to ns by the 
major this morning*, and wc are no ways 

furprized 
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furpri'zed, that after the infamy you lizre 
«« attempted to brand us with in the order 
« of the fixth (May) you fliould entertain the 
mean opinion of us, that we fhould be 
“ frightened from any refolufions we have ah 
“ ready teftified to the public. The temerity of 
« an order of this kind is what principally fur- 
prized us, as we can conceive no good end it 
“ would anfwer to the fervice, while oppofite 
“ confequences may be evident *, you have there**- 
fore put it out of our power to render the hor 
nourable Company tliofe voluntary fer vices we 
“ had before offered 5 fo that we are come to a 
final determination of proceeding downwards, 
“ as we plainly perceive, by your not tranfmit- 
“ ing our letter to the council, that we are trifled 
“ with *, and we are unanimoufly refolved to fee 
out for Calcutta the 20th inftant. 

“ V/e are, fir, 

“ with due refped, 

“ The Gentlemen of the 2d Regiment.’* 

The colonel’s letter to lord Clive, inclofing the 
above, is inferted in the Appendix, No. 49. 

Upon this new declaration, that they would 
not continue to ferve after the 2c:)th of May, major 
Smith found himfelf in a very difagreeablc fituation. 
Every captain and every fubakern of the Europe- 
an regiment, lieutenant Delafield only excepted, 
were concerned in the combination, and many of 
them behaved in fuch a difrefpe6i:ful and tur- 
bulent manner, as convinced him they Were ra- 
ther inclined to promote, than difeourage a mu- 
tiny of the men. Their letter to the coionei 
above quoted, was by the major deemed of fo in- 
foknt a naturcj-that he intended to have pur them 
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all in srreft j but be was informed, that if he did| 
they would make the foldiers take up arms againft 
him, as they had already engaged the men in 
their caufe. Under thefe circnmftances, hejudged 
it necelfary to difpatch an exprefs to Serrajepore, 
for an ofd battalion of feapoys, which he had 
long commanded, and whofe behaviour he knew 
might be relied on in any cafe of emergency^ 
This battalion, under the command of lieutenant 
Brooke, performed the march with furprifing 
pedirion : in two days and fix hours they reached 
Allahabad, which is one hundred and four miles 
didant from the lines of Serrajepore, arriving fe- 
veral hours before the time fixed upon by tho 
officers for evacuating the garrifon. Major Smith 
had by this time brought feveral of them to a more 
proper fenfe of their duty, and they all agreed to 
ferve, according to their firft propofal, to the end 
of the month. This moderation of temper how- 
ever did not long remain general. On the 2 2d 
lieutenant Manfell, and enfign North, came to 
him, as deputies from the corps, defiring him to 
difraifs lieutenant Peek from the employment of 
adjurantj and to turn him away from his table 5 
and when the major defired to know the reafon 
of this mutinous and unfoidierlike mefi'age, they 
replied, that Mr. Peeke had retraced from his 
engagement with them, and was no longer a man 
of honour. Major Smith, enraged at this addi- 
tional inftance of difaffedlion, immediately con- 
fined lieutenant Manfell and enfign North, and 
ordered lieutenant Deiafieid and lieutenant 
Brooke to get the eighth battalion under arms 5 
he then went himfelf and put all the officers of the 
garrifon in arreft, except four •, telling them, he 
expelled they Ihould within an hour make a pro- 
per fubmiffion for the affront they had offered to 
■ ■ his 
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Ms authority ; and that if they prefumed to break 
their arreft, or attempted to raife any difturbance 
in the fort, the feapoys ftiould have orders to put 
every one of them to death. — This fpirited beha- 
viour produced an immediate fubmiffion, and he 
foon releafed them all, except the gentlemen of 
the deputation, and four others whom he thought 
proper to fend prifoners to Patna. 

While the officers at Allahabad were thus pre- 
vented from carrying matters to extremities, 
colonel Smith, by the like means, fecurcd tran- 
quillity in camp. Entertaining no doubt of the 
fidelity of the black troops, and perceiving that 
no good was to be expected from the generality 
of the European officers under his command, he 
difmifled above half the corps, and ordered them 
to proceed to Calcutta. 

On the 2 0th of May, lord Clive and general Car- 
nac arrived at the cantonments at Bankipore, 
where, as has already been mentioned, rhe de- 
fcdlion had not been attended with much incon- 
venience, fince many of the officers, of the third 
brigade, although they had refigned their com- 
miffions, continued neverthelefs to do duty. — 
All thefe, therefore, at the interceffion of fir Ro- 
bert Barker, lord Clive confented to refiore. 

Intelligence being brought, that thofe who had 
left the cantonments v/ere ftill hovering about 
Patna, a party of feapoys w'as fenc out to order 
them to depart immediately to Calcutta j and as 
the officers from Serajepore and from Allahabad 
were upon the road, detach ments were placed at 
proper ftations, to obferve their motions, and to 
prevent their raifing difturbances in the country. 
Lord Clive at the farae time wrote to the French 
and Dutch chiefs of Chandernagore and Chinfura, 
informing them of what had palled, a,nd defiring 

them 



tlietft not t6 fuffer any of the Englifb officers to 
take refuge in their fadories. To fir Robert 
Fletcher he fent orders, that not a man from the 
lecond or third’ brigade lliould, on any pretence 
^hatfoever, be permitted to enter the gates of 
iVEonghyr ; and to the council at Calcutta he re- 
commended, that a watchful eye filould be kept 
upon the condud of the officers after their arrival 
at the prefidency and that., if they attempted to 
foment diftiirbances, they fliould be all confined 
in the new fort, until the Europe flfips fliould 
be ready to receive them on board. In the mean 
time, as many of the principals of the combina- 
tion as could be found, were put under an arreft,- 
in order to take their trial as foon as a general 
court martial of field officers could be furiamoned.- 
The temper of the fecond brigade alfo was now 
much altered. The officers whom lord Clive had 
fent forward to Allahabad, on their arrival, receiv-^ 
Cd orders from colonelSmith to join him at Sera- 
jepore •, but there happily proved no occafion for 
their fervice. — The fate of the combination at 
Monghyr and Bankipore foon became publicly 
known at Allahabad and in camp* The gen- 
tlemen of the fecond brigade were now convinc- 
ed, that the fcheme for the recovery of the dou- 
ble batta would prove ineffedlual ^ they faw that 
lord Clive would nor yield to their demands 3 
that colonel Smith was not afraid, even in his 
critical fitiiation, to trufi; wholly to the fidelity 
of the black officers ; that fome of their affoci- 
ates were in arreft for mutiny and defertion 3 that 
many others were to be fhipped off for England 3 
that a ftrong fupply would foon arrive from Ma- 
drafs, and that in the mean time the field officers 
of each brigade^ with the afliftance of the few 
captains and fubakernsj who by a timely fub- 
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toifTioft were reftored to tlie fervice, co-uld keep 
die whole army in good order and difcipline. — - 
Thefe con fiderations, added to the refledHon 
that their fortune and reputation, if not their 
lives, were at flake, prevailed upon them not to 
quit their brigades at the time agreed upon, but 
to folicit forgivenefs and reftoration.— -They ac- 
cordingly made all poflible fubmiflion for the 
irregularities they had been guilty of, and re* 
quefled pertriiffion to continue in the fervice. 
Colonel Smith, who had aiithcrity from lord 
Clive to pardon thofe whom he wifhed to retain 
in his brigade, reinflated all who had behaved 
with moderation, and who were nor in ocher re- 
Ipedls unworthy of favour. 

Repentance and humiliation now became ge- 
nerah Letters of recantation arrived from almofl 
every officer j each acknowledging the raflinefs 
and crime of the late aflbciation, and each folicit- 
ing permiffion to return to his duty— few of the 
fubalcerns had any other means of fubfiflencei 
than their commiffions in the company’s fervice^ 
and many of them were very young men, who 
had been inveigled, or rather forced, into the 
combination by their elders*, for when the ring- 
leaders failed in the art of perfuafion, they fcru- 
pled not to have recourfe to violence, threatening 
fome with the eternal obliquy of their brother 
officers, and others even with death, if they re- 
fufed to rcfign their commiffions : tendernefs and 
Compaffion therefore took place of the rigour of 
military difcipline*, all the enfigns, many of the 
lieutenants, and feveral even of the captains, 
were fe- inflated in the fervice *, but, in order to 
prevent any future combination, it was at the 
fame time given out in public orders, that every 
officer who had refigned, and was reftored, Ihould 
. E • 
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be obliged to execute a contrad, not to quit tlfr 
fervice under a certain limited time, without giv- 
ing a year’s notice. 

With regard to'thofe v»?ho had deferted their 
duty in the field at Serrajepore, feveral of them- 
were kept in arreft to take their trials 5 and others^ 
whofe condu(5}; had been in a lefs degree excep- 
tionable, were ordered to hold themfelves in rea- 
dinefs to embark for Europe. Many of the va- 
cancies were in a few weeks filled up by officers 
from theCoaft, who were admitted according tO' 
the rank they held on the Madrafs eftabliftimentg. 
fo far as not to prejudice any of equal rank in Ben- 
gal, who had not refigned their commiffions. 
The^army was thus in a manner new modelled^, 
and, we may venture to affert, became foon as 
complete, with refped to good officers and dif- 
cipline, as any army of the Company in India ever 
was before that period. 

The happy iflue of this confpiracy is not to br 
attributed to the relblution of lord Clive alone r 
an oppofition of fuch a dangerous nature, abet- 
ted and encouraged as this was, by many gentle- 
men in the civil fervice, and at a time when the 
provinces were threatened with an invafion, could 
not have been overcome, had not the meafures 
fuggefted by his lord (hip been fteadily purfued,: 
and unanimoufly fupported, by the council. 
Much alfo is to be attributed to the activity and 
firmnefs of the field officers of each brigade,, 
without which all the efibrts of government would 
probably have proved unfuccefsful. Thefe gen- 
tlemen, as has been obferved in the courie of the 
narrative, feverally exerted themfelves in fup~ 
preffing the tumultuous difpoficion of the officers 
under their command, and alfo in preventing a 
mutiny of the foidiers, which feemed almoft the 

natural 
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jiatural cbnfequence of a defedlion of the captains 
and fiibalterns. Nor would it be proper to dif- 
mifs this fiibjed without remarking, that the fate 
of the Eaft India Company depended at that ti me, 
and will ever in a great meafure depend, upon the 
attachment of the native dlfciplined troops, which 
indeed is not to be fufpedted, fo long as they are 
regularly paid^ well commanded, and treated with 
humanity. 

To what lengths the military gentlemen, had 
they fucceeded in the firft inllance, would after- 
wards have extended their demands, can fcarcely 
be conjedlured ; but it has been confidently af- 
ferted, that, befides the reftoration of double bat- 
taj the officers intended to infifl: upon three other 
points. 

I ft. The abolition of the new covenants, cdn- 
cerning the receipt of prefcnts from the princes of 
the country : 

sd. The annihilation of the powers of the fe- 
ied committee : and 

3d. A folemn promife from the governor and 
council, and a Handing order of the board, 
that none of the officers in Bengal ftiould, in 
future, be fuperfeded by any others appointed 
by the court of diredtors from England, or from 
either of the Company’s fectlements in India. 

It is not to be imagined, that all thofe officers 
who were now excluded the fervice, and diredted 
to leave India, readily complied with the orders 
for embarkation. Some there were who deter- 
mined to refift: amongft thefe were Meftrs. Duf- 
field and Robertfon, two of the ringleaders of the 
combination in the third brigade. In the month 
of Anguft, when they received orders to embark 
upon the Lord Camden, then under dilparch for 
E 2 Europe, 
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Europe, they fent a remonftrance to the boarcJ^ 
fetting forth, that they fhould be greatly cliftreff- 
ed, if driven to the neceffity of leaving India be- 
fore they had fettled their private affairs j iand 
that therefore they neither could nor would coni'* 
ply with the orders. They alfo delivered in a 
proteft, declaring the board refponfible for the 
confequences of enforcing obedience j Mr, Ro- 
bertfon at the fame time reprefenting, that the 
ill ftate of his health would not admit of his mak- 
ing a voyage, without endangering his life. That 
there might be no doubt in this particular, the 
governor and council direded the principal fur- 
gcons of the fettlement to vifit him *, and the fub- 
itance of their report was, that they did not find 
any objedion on account of his health, to his 
going on board oflhip. 

Apprehenfive that the authority of the board 
would not be thus baffled, the gentlemen thought 
proper, as the laft refource, to fhut themfelves 
up in their houfes, and barricade their doors, 
Thefe means, they concluded, would effedu.ally 
fecure them from the civil power; and as to mar- 
tial law, they defled it, becaufe they had been 
pleafed to refign their commiffions, and would 
therefore be no longer confidered as military men. 
The governor and council immediately raking 
into confiderarion the nieafures iieceffary to be 
purfued upon this occafion, came unanimoufly to 
the following refolutions, viz. 

Relblved, that, as Meffrs. Duffleld and Ro- 
bertfon have, by their unwarrantable and mu- 
“ tinons condodt in- the late affociation, forfeited 
“ the privilege of refiding within the boundaries 
of the Company’s poffeffions; and have, in 
defiance of the orders of the board, refufed to 
“ embark on the Lord Camden for Europe, they 

■ be 
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be compelled to embark on board the faicl Ihip 
fhip, that they may be conveyed to England, 
And although, from an ad of the 
“ of George the Firlt, we derive a fufEcient au- 
“ thbrity to have recoiirfe on this occafion to the 
** civil power; yet, confidering that Meflrs.Dnf- 
field and Robertfon are military men ; and that 
the delays which unavoidably attend the pro- 
“ ceeding of the civil magiftrate in Calcutta 
would be extremely dangerous to all law, good 
“ order, and government, at a time when the 
mutinous opinion, that the army is not fubjed 
** to the articles of war, is fo induflriouOy pro-- 
** pagated and openly avowed : it is agreed, that 
“ the fiid gentlemen be, without delay, appre- 
“ hended by the military power, and kept in con« 
finenient as mutineers, until they can be em- 
“ barked, when they fliall be fent on board the 
fhip under a guard. 

“ At the fame time the board think it a necef- 
“ fary caution, in the inftrudions to be given 
“ jto the officer who fhall be employed upon this 
occafion, to order him on no account to break 
“ open doors or windows to come at the perfons 
puffin and Robertfon ; but fhouldl 
“ he find^them, barricadoed in their apartments^ 
and that they obifinately perfifl: in refufing 
to furrender themfelVes (as, from the informal 
tion received, will mofl: probably be cafe) that 
“ he content himfelf with placing eentinels round 
the houf% fo as to prevent an efcape, and 
“ to hinder any perfon or provifions going in to 
t? them. 

“ Thefe are determined upon as the mod 
" moderate means of enforcing the above 
refol Li don of the board j and the right ho-^ 
pourable the prefident is delired to give the 
E ^ “ necef- 
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neceffary orders for carrying the fame into 
execution. 

We cannot but be unaniinoufly of opinion, 
that the mutinous condud of thefe gentie- 
men, during the late treacherous combination, 
would alone have juftified the relblution of 
” this day’s conluitation ; but we are farther 
convinced ot the propriety thereof, when we 
confider that the moft frivolous pretexts and 
“ difingenuous artifices have been made ufe of, 
in order to evade the legal executive power of 
“ this government ; that the nnoft audacious 
defiance has been publicly bid to our autho- 
I'ity, and that the permitting thefe men to 
continue in the fettlemenc would not only 
f ‘ create any opinion, that every man has in him^ 
felf a right, independent ot the Company, tq 
** refide in India, but likewife greatly tend to 
the encouragement and encreafe of that fpi- 
rit of fedicion, mutiny, and confpiracy, 
which has been raging throughout the army, 
and which it is our indifpenfable duty, for the 
fecurity of the whole, by alnioft any means to 
overcome.’* 

In conlequence of the above regulation, a 
guard, under the command of a prudent officer, 
was appointed by lord Clive to apprehend MefTrs, 
Duffle! d and Robertfon, with the ftridfeft or- 
ders not to force doors nor windows, but to watch 
an opportunity to fecurc the prifoners with as 
little violence as poffible. MefTrs. JDuffield and 
Robertlbn, fufpedting the meafures that would 
he purfued, had laid ima fufficient flock of pro- 
vition to ierve them longer than they judged the 
governor and council would chufe to delay the 
difpatch of the fliip. In this fituation, therefore, 
they continued fcyeral days, when, having ob- 
tained 
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tained information that the Lord Camden had 
•failed, they opened their doors, came forth, were 
apprehended by the guards, and put on board 
the Ann floop, which conveyed them fafely to 
Madrafs, from whence they werefent, by the way 
of Bombay, to England. 

It has been afferted, and indeed there is no 
doubt, that fome of the gentlemen in the civil 
fervice, not only by their example and exhorta- 
tions, encouraged the ofhcers of the army in 
■every ad of oppolition to government, but 
fubfcribed money for the maintenance of thole 
•who might fuffer by the refignation of their com- 
miffions. 

One of the principal fervant? at a fnbordinate 
fadlory affured general Carnac, in confidence, 
that he had been applied to by fome gentlemen 
in Calcutta on the occafion ; and the officers at 
Monghyr and Bankipore in general declared from 
the beginning, that they depended upon a civil 
fubfcripcion equal to that which waste be railed 
by the military. The council at Fort William 
exerted their utmoft endeavours to difeover the 
principal abettors of this fubfcripcion ; but the 
correfpondence between the army and the prefi- 
dency had been carried on with Inch caution and 
ingenuity, that very few difeoveries could be 
made. Their letters of greateft fecrecy and im- 
portance were conveyed by private polls of their 
own, appointed for that purpofe; and when they 
wrote by the public pofts, they wrote under co- 
ver to ladies, concluding that letters fo directed 
would neither be opened nor intercepted. The 
lefs cautious were contented to dilguife their hand- 
writing, and omit iigning their names. One of 
shefc anonymous letters is entered in the Appen- 
E 4 dix„ 
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diSj No. 50, and the proceeding of the council 
j:hereupon is as follows : 

Fort William, 20th May, 1766, 
At a confultatiori, prefent, Mcffrs. Sumner^ 
et Verelft, Marriott, W«itts, Ruflell, Aider- 
“ fey, Kelfdh an.d Floyer. Lord Clive and 
“ general Carnac abfent up the country. 

All anonymous letter, addreffed to lieur 
tenant Farmer, at Bankipore, having been fent 
down from the army, is now produced to the 
board and read, and appears to be dated from 
the New Fort the dth of May 5 wherein the 
«< writer, with great freedom, takes upon hirn 
to cenfure the condiid of the governor and 
** council, for the manner in which they replied 
“ to the late remonftrance from the officers of 
the tnird brigade f and containing fome other 
“ very unbecoming refledions, tending to in- 
** flame diflenfions at the prefent critical period^ 
when the officers of the three brigades have 
entered into a general aflbciatipn to refign their 
«« commiffior.s unlefs double batta be reftored j 
the hand-writing of this anonymous letter be- 
ing compared with the different fets of bufi- 
«« neTs in the fecretary’s office, is found to cor- 
refpond exadly with that of Mr. Grindal, one 
== of the afliftants j who being called before the 
5 ' board, and alked if he wrote the letter, con- 
«* feffes it to be of his writing, acknowledg- 
ing himfelf to be very cleferving of cenfure 
for io imprudent a Itep, but entreats the board’s 
forgivenefs, as he declares the contents were not 
the d. crates of his own fentiments, but merely 
the refult of what he had often heard in public 
p. companies. 

Mr, ' 
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«« Mr. Grindal being ordered to witbdrawj and 
the queftion pur, what cenfiire ftiould be pair- 
s' ed upon him for his mifcondud, the board are 
ss unanimou 0 y of opinion, that Mr. Grindal is 
highly deferving of being fufpended from the 
honourable Company’s fervice, and it is accord- 
s' ingiy refolved, that he do ftand fuljpended until 
the Company’s pleafore be known. 

" And ordered, that the letter to Mr. Farmer 
46 gg entered after thefe minutes.” 

The language of Mr. Grindal, who was only 
m affiftanr, or clerk, in the fecrecary’s office, will 
not be thought forprizing, when even the fub- 
fecretary hirafeU' is found to have been guilty of 
the fame fort of indifcretion. 

A copy of a letter from lord Clive and general 
Carnac to the board upon this fubjed', as alfo the 
letter therein referred to, from the fub-fecretary 
to lieutenant Robertfon, adjutant of the third 
brigade, are inferted in the Appendix, No. 51 
and 52 ; and the proceeding of the council there- 
upon was as follows : 

“ Fort-William, 9th June, iy 66 . 
f' At a confultation, prefent, Meffrs. Sumners 
“ Verelft, Watts, RuiTell, Alderfey, and 
“ Floyer. Lord Clive and general Carnac 
abfent up the country. Mr. Marriott 
abfent. 

The anonymous letter addrefled to lieutenant 
Robertfon, enclofed in that received from lord 
" Clive and general Carnac, dated 29th of the 
laft month, as appears on the face of the fepa- 
rate proceedings, fuppofed to be the hand- 
?« writing of Mr. Higginfon, the fub-fecrctary, 
2 ‘‘ being 
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being now produced and read, as entered here- 
after; he is called befoe the board, and being 
alked concerning it, acknowledges the letter to 
have been written by him. 

“ The board obferve on the contents of this 
letter, that the writer feems heartily to 
« efpoufe the caufe of the military olhcers in 
the late cooibination, by wilhing them all the 
fuccefs they can defire. Mr. Higginfon, be- 
ing defired to explain his meaning, expreffed 
in the following terms. What will not am- 
«« bition and felf'-intcrcft lead many men to do ? 

he declines it, thinking himfelf not under the 
« necelTity of difclofing his private fentimentsj 
«* affuring the board, at the fame time, that 
he never entertained a willi that might in 
the lead tend to the prejudice of the Company’s 
affairs,. 

“ Mr. Higginfon being then ordered to with- 
draw, the board farther remark, that the tenor 
of his letter, now before us, is not only de- 
“ rogatory from his duty as a Company’s fer- 
vant; but highly difrefpedlful in the perfonal 
refleftions he has caff on the board, and parti- 
cuiarly inconfiftent with the piibiic truft he 
“ holds of fub-fecretary, which fliould have infur- 
ed his artachment and fidelity to the govern- 
ment, inftead of fuffering in him the leaft ten- 
dency to promote thofe diffenfions which have 
“ of late prevailed, and might have been attend- 
ed v^ith the moft fatal confequence to the Com- 
pany’s affairs. 

The honourable Court of Diredl'ors, in their 
commands, dated the 

have thought that the condudf of the junior 
fervants at this prefidency for forne time paft, 
has been fo excepdonabie, as to grant us a 

power 
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power of difniiHion from their fervice, whem 
examples may be judged necelTary; and the 
«« board tnink Mr. Higginfon’s conduft, in the 
«« prefent inftance, independently confidered, is 
deferving thereof. But as Mr. Higginlbn has 
diftinguiilied hinifelf by a diligent attention to 
the duties of his ftaiion fince he has been 
employed in the fecretary*s office, and has 
ever borne a very favourable charafter, it 
is refolved, that he be fufpended only from 
the honourable Company’s fervice until the 
pleafure of the Court of Diredors be known, 
which the fecretary is ordered to fignify to him 
accordingly. 

“ Although the condud of the civilians has of 
late been exceptionable in many inftances, the 
board could hardly bring themfelves to be- 
lieve, that the fpirit of party and difconcenc 
would have hurried them fuch lengths as to 
encourage the officers in their unprecedented 
meafures, by means of a fubfcription for the 
“ fupportof fuch as might refign their com mif« 
“ fions, as has been confidently afferted by the 
officers themfelves. That the civilians have 
been adive in promoting the combination 
among the officers, has already evidently ap- 
peared by the anonymous letter Mr. Grindall 
acknowledged to have written to lieutcnanc 
“ Farmer, for which he was fufpended the fer- 
vice, and by the other anonymous letter men- 
tioned by lord Clive and general Carnac, in 
theirs of the 29th of May, of which Mr. Flig- 
ginfon, the fub- fecretary, is proved to have 
been the author, and for which he has alfo oeen 
fufpended from the fervice, as appears on the 
minutes of our proceedings on this day in the 
other department, 
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The board therefore concur entirely in opi- 
•** nion with lord Clive and general CarnaCj that: 

they fhall be juftified in opening all fufpici- 
** clous letters, and in taking fuch other mcafures 
** as may be moil conducive to trace fo criminal 
a combination to its fource ; and it isreiblved, 
that the authors of fuch letters, in fupport of 
fchemes by which the public fafety is endan- 
gered, as well as all others that may appear to 
have been concerned therein, fhall be proceed- 
ed againil in the fevereft manner.” 

Amongft the anonymous letter-writers, was an-* 
other gentleman, who thought fit to addrefs him- 
felf to the whole army, but more particularly to 
the officers of the third brigade, on account of 
their continuing with fir Robert Barker as vo- 
lunteers, after the time agreed upon for the ge?* 
neral refignation. He accufes them of the folly 
of not engaging the affiftance of the men, which 
could alone have feenred fuccefs, lord Clive hav- 
ing declared, that nothing lefs than a mutiny 
of the foldiers fhould force him to comply with 
the terms of the officers : he reproaches them for 
their daftardiy behaviour in fuffering Duffield, 
Robertfon, &c. to be fent to Calcutta j reminds 
them of the ridicule they would undergo from 
the gentlemen in the civil branch, if they fhould 
not obtain the vidlory; and concludes with the 
recital of a fiditious dialogue between lord 
Clive and genera] Carnac, which the author au- 
dacioiiily afierts to be genuine, aud to have pair- 
ed within his hearing. An exadl copy of this 
ingenious performance is inferred in the Appen- 
dix, No. 53. 

Thefe, it is prefumed, are fufficient fpecimens 
of the infiammatory correfpondence; of the in- 

Iblent 
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folerlt alfo, and the libellous, many inftances 
could be given. But k is time to enter upon 
more important points. 

it has already been mentioned, that captain 
Goddard, and ocher officers of the firft brigade,, 
aecufed their lieutenant coionel of having been 
the hril infbgator of the crime which had involv- 
ed fo many of them in ruin. The mifehiefs of 
their enterprize were no fooner obviated, and dis- 
cipline reftored, than fir Robert Fletcher’s con- 
duft became the topic of every converfiition ; and 
on the 19th of June lord Clive received tiie fol- 
lowing anonymous letter of which Mr. Bagot, fur- 
geon to the firft brigade, fome time after, ac- 
knowledged himfelf to have been the author. 

Though an anonymous letter has but an in- 
“ different appearance, yet your lordfliip knows, 
** that in fome cafes it may be the only channel 
“ through which truth can be conveyed. This 
“ is particularly addreffed to you, fir, being the 
“ fountain of juftice, from one who feels his 
“ own, and the hardffiips which many of his 
” brother officers are likely to fuffer on this oc- 
“ cafion. Be it known then to your lordfliip, 
“ that we have been led into the refignation of 
“ our commiffions, and therewith our whole fup- 
‘‘ porT, by a man who now ftands behind the 
curtain, deriding thofe miferies which his de- 
iuding arguments have brought upon us. The 
«« plain matter of faCf is this 5 that when fir Ro- 
“ belt Fletcher found a refignation w^as not like- 
ly to go forward by his private hints and en» 
conragement, he at laft ventured to recom- 
mend it publicly, at a table of a dozen ofli- 
cers ; telling them, that the brig.ade major, 
and his aid du camp, fhould firft iet the ex- 
ample.; and that their difeonceats, joined to 

« that 
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that of the civilians, would inevitably deprive’ 
«« your lordlhip of all power; addings that he 
was well acquainted with the Madrafs coun- 
fellors ■^5 who he was fure would all join againlt 
«« you. He farther attempted to raife our in- 
dignatioDj, by faying that the army was inful t- 
ed, their fervices rewarded with ingratitude^ 
and that your lordlhip’s deiign was evidently 
<« to reduce us to contempt and beggary : above 
all things he befeeched us to be fpeedy in the 
affair, left the Europe Ihips fhould carry home 
«« the news of your lordlhip’s having accomplifb- 
ed what had been in vain attempted by former 
«e governors. — Your lordfhip’s impartiality will 
«« now clearly point out who was the more cul- 
“ pable 5 we for following the advice of our 
commanding officer, or he for leading us into’ 
this ruinous meafure, merely to gratify his pri- 
« vate purpofes. Juftice and honour do liow calf 
upon your lordfhip :• you will nor, nay you 
“ cannot, fupprefs a ftrid enquiry into this af- 
“ fair; the fate of many innocent people depend- 
*' ing upon it. You will then End what is here 
«« afferted confirmed beyond ail doubt, with many 
aggravating eircumftances. Your lordlhip has 
•' been impofed on in the account of his condudl 
to the Ducareis ; it was he alone who endea- 
voured to promote a combination againft 
“ them, which, to your lordfhip, *tis appre- 
bended, he made a meric to break. Such 
** other inftances could be given your lordfhip 
** of his duplicity, hypocrify, injuttice, and ra- 
“ pacioufnefs, as would make a man of com- 
** mon honefty blufh to fee human nature fo de- 

* Note, Four gentlemen, whom lord Clive and tlie fele6!: 
committee had been under the neceility of calling from Madrals 
to fill up vacancies in council at Bengal, 
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graded- in tMs individual. If this rel'atiori 
«« feems exaggerated, b/ing it to the teft.” 

In this. Sir Robert Fletcher had evidently an 
enemy, but not an accufer. Lord Clive paid 
little attention to the anonymous charge, though 
many of the fadts therein afferted correfponded 
too nearly with the public report, and with pri-« 
vate information. The following letter, how- 
ever, received a few days after from Sir Robert 
Fletcher himfelf, could not fail to convince his 
lordfliip, that the aecufation, in general, was 
founded upon truth. 

” My lord, 

“ With great uneafincfs I learn, that reports 
have reached your lordlliip of my having afTiil- 
** ed and encouraged the oSicers in their late 
combination ■, and I confefs my concern is ag- 
“ gravated, when, by a mature confideration of 
my condudt, I .find I have a<fied with an im- 
prudence that leaves matter, which, in the 
“ hands of my enemies, might turn to my pre- 
“ judice; at the fame time that I could take a 
moft folernn oath of my having afted entirely 
“ from principles and motiv'es that I then judged 
necefiary to the public good, and fuch as 
would have been called good policy in a com- 
“ manding officer not lurrounded, as! have been, 
with a crowd of enemies, whole province it is 
‘‘ to fnatch up, to my prejudice, the very ex~ 
preffions which they themlelves know were cal- 
“ culated to deceive them, and which I hope my 
latter conduft hath fufficiently proved. As for 
the combination itfelf, it was near the end of 
April before I knew any thing of it. I con- 
demned it immediately as a mutinous adl, ufed 
every endeavour to extricate all thofc from it, 
6 ‘‘for 
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for whom I had ^ny femd of regard; and whed‘ 

I found I could not pTSvail, i informed youf 
lordfliip of all that I knew of their fchemes 5 
contrary to a promife of fecrefy, on which 
condition alone I found I could gain a know- 
“ ledge of their intentions. If the reports I 
mention have prejudiced ffte in your I'ordlhip’s 
«« opinion, I earneltly requeft you will give 
fuch information as may enable me to clear 
myfelf to the world and to you^ whofe good; 
“ opinion I diould be highly concerned to forfeits 
“ and to be difappointed in the end to which all 
my endeavours to promote the fervice haveal- 
ways tended. I have the honour to be, with 
great refped, &c. ( 

Monghyr, 

23d June 176^. kob* jfletcherd* 

Sir Robert Fletcher, its well as all the reil of 
the field officers, who could be fpared from duty 
with the brigades^ was at this time under order 
to repair to Patna, where the general courts mat'^ 
tial were to be held, and where lord CHve in- 
tended to have a confultation upon military re- 
gulations and meafures proper to be porfued id 
confequence of the late afibciation. He there- 
fore thought proper to defer giving an anfwer to 
the above letter, til! fir Robert Fletcher’s arrivah 
But in the mean time, the judge advocate ge- 
neral, at the inftance of captain Goddard, laid d 
regular information of mutiny againft fir Robert 
Fletcher, who was thereupon put in arreft the 
3d of July, the day on which he arrived at Patna. 

However interefting the particulars of the ac- 
cufation againft this gentleman may be, our at» 
tention muft, for the prefent, be withheld by 
another extraordinary oecurrencei of a different 
■ , , naturei 
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Mature ; of which lord Clive received intimation 
a few hours after Sir Robert Fletcher's arreft, by 
the following letcet from the couhcil. 

My Lord, 

“ Having very good information that captain 
Stainforth, of the firfl: brigade at Monghyr, 
during the courfe of the late combination made 
“ ufe of threatening expreffions againft your 
“ lord (hi p’s life, of which we expedt in a few 
days to have an undoubted proof, when we 
fliall immediately communicate the circum- 
(lances to your lordfhip, we a/e of opinion 
“ that his perfonfhould be immediately fecured; 
and recommend to your lordfnip to take 
meafures, without lofs of time, for that pur- 
“ pofe. It was reported that another officer 
“ had been allb concerned with captain Stain- 
“ forth j bur we have fince learnt that it was 
“ without foundation. 

“ We have the honour to be, 

Lord Clive, upon the receipt of this letter, 
fent an order to the officer commanding ac 
Monghyr^ to fend captain Stainforth in arreft to 
Patna. 

The proceedings of council on the nth of 
July, of which the following is an extract, con- 
tain a full account of the charge exhibited againft 
that officer. , ■ 

At a confultation, prefent, MefTrs. Suni- 
“ ner, Vereleft, Watts, Alderfcy, Mar- 
“ riott, Rufleli, Kelfall, and Floyer. 

Mr. Verelft having in confultation the 24th 
** of June communicated the information he had 
** received of a propofal of captain Stainforth’s 

' " ' f 
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to aflaffinate the right honourable the prefi- 
“ dent, now acquaints the board that in confe- 
“ quence of their defire, he has fince made the 
“ ftrideft enquiry, and is concerned to find the 
“ charge againft captain Stainforth but too well 
fupporred by very aggravating circumftances. 
“ From the further information he has now 
obtained, it appears, that in the height of the 
combination, captain Stainforth had propofed 
“ to throw the die with any other perfon, to 
“ make a facrifice of lord Clive; that this pro- 
“ pofiil was made in the prefence of Meflieurs 
“ Wilding, Petrie, Dunbar, and Hoggan, and 
“ feveral other ofEcers, who, (hocked at fo hor- 
“ rid a propofal, defired Mr. Hoggan would go 
“ to captain Stainforth the next morning, and 
“ a(k him whether he recolleded to have made 
“ ufe of fuch an exprelTion, and what he really 
“ intended by it: that fo f^r from denying, he 
“ not only avowed the propofal, but declared he 
eGntinued in the ftme mind. 

“ That fome time afterwards, when a review 
“ was expedled on his Jordfliip’s arrival at Mong- 
“ hyr, captain Stainforth propofed to the adju- 
“ tant, that inftead of fpon toons the officers 
“ fhotild carry fuzils, which might give him the 
“ opportunity of getting rid of his lordffiip by 
“ a ball. 

“ Agreed that thefe particulars of the charge 
“ againft captain Stainforth be communicated to 
“ lord Clive.” 

Although the trial of this gentleman was pof- 
terior to that of Sir Robert Fletcher, yet, in order 
to diimifs fo difagreeable a fubjedV, it is judged 
proper in this place to inferc the fentence of the 
general court martial, which was as follows : 

“ The 


( 6 ? ) 

The court having taken into mature confideri 
ation the evidence tor and againft the prifonerj 
together with his defence^ are unanimoufl^ of 
opinion that he is guilty of the crime laid to 
his charge ; which they judge to be a breach 
of the firft part of the third article of the fe- 
“ cond fedtion of the articles of war. But the 
prifoner’s extreme backwardnefs to enter into 
the combination having evidently appeared^ 
and that the propofal, Ihocking as it is, was 
“ mentioned at only one particular point of timej 
**= alio the evidence in fupportof the charge hav- 
ing depofed that they thought him then either 
drunk or mad 5 and it being plain chofe evi- 
dences imagined that no accident could enfue 
from fo raili a projedt, as the court have not 
“ heard that they made any report to their com* 
manding officer of it ; 

Thofe arguments^ added to the prifoner’s 
former good charadter, prevailed on the court 
“ only to caffiier him ; and he is hereby lentenc* 
“.ed to be cafhiered.*’ 

Thomas Pearfon, judge advocatCi 

Richard Smith, prefident* 

The nature of the charge exhibited agaiiifl* lir 
Robert Fletcher, has already been touched upon •» 
but as captain Goddard’s information before the 
council contains a full relation of particulars, the 
fubftance thereof^ it prerumed, will liOt be 
unfatisfadtory. 

“ On the third of July, that gentleman de- 
“ livered into the board, a letter, wherein he 
“ acquainted them that he thought it incumbent 
upon him to trouble them with the reafons of 
his late condudl in the refignation j alTured 
F a “ then! 
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“.them that be would not have entered into fuch 
a meafure, had he not been urged thereto by fir* 
“ Robert Fletcher^ who was one of the principal 
“ inftigators of the whole, an affertion which he 
“ was both able and willing to prove ; that fir 
“ Robert had reproached him with a want of 
«* public fpirit, pointing out the readinefs even 
“ of thofe who enjoyed double pofts, and private 
“ intereft, to join in the affair, particularly lieu- 
tenant Bevan, (his major of brigade) whom he 
“ afterwards obliged to recant and break his en- 
“ gagement with the corps, in order to raife 
himfeif by their ruin*, and that fir Robert Flet- 
“ cher allowed lieutenant Bevan .to draw private- 
“ ly for the pay of feapoys, who never were en- 
tercained in his (captain Godard’s) battalion, 
«« to the amount of 900 rupees (or 1 12 1.) per 
“ month.” 

Captain Goddard was then called upon by the 
board to relate the particulars of the charge ex- 
’hibited in his letter : whereupon he obferves, 
that captain Roper, captain Parker, Mr. -Ba- 
“ got, and Mr. Watts, haring been prefent 
when the converfation pafied with fir Robert 
“ Fletcher on the fubjeult of the aflbciation 
“ amongft the officers, and the two former being 
** Ihortly cxpeded in Calcutta, he fhould be glad 
“ to wait their arrival before he enters into a 
“ particular detail. But being defired by the 
board now to recite the mofi: material circum- 
fiances, be informs them, that foon after the 
“ affociation was fet on foot, fir Richard Fletcher 
“ declared at captain Goddard’s table, that he 
“ was very much furprifed that he (captain God- 
“ dard) had not joined in that affociation, as he 
“ thought an officer of his fpirit would have been 
“ one of the firfi to have engaged in it : to which 
8, “ captain 
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captain Goddard annvered, that he fiippofed 
lord Clive had ordered the batta to be reduced 
in confequence of orders from the Company, 
“ and that it was not an a6t of his own ; when fir 
Robert Fletcher replied, he was fore chofe or- 
ders were not pofitive, and that a general alTo- 
“ ciation aniongft the officers could not fail of be- 
ing fuccefsful ; that as a prqof of the difinte- 
reftednefs of the officers of his family, his own 
aid de camp and brigade major had engaged in 
“ it. Thefe circumftances he pointed out as an 
inducement to captain Goddard to join alfo in 
“ the affodation, which to that time he had a- 
** voided, by not frequenting the meetings of the 
officers when it was in agitation, but being 
“ challenged in this manner after the affair had 
become general, he was at length prevailed 
upon to join with the reft. 

Captain Goddard alfo ’acquaints the board, 
that a day or two before lord Clive arrived at 
•“ Monghyr, when the officers were preparing to 
“ come down to Calcutta in conCequence of the 
board’s orders to fir Robert Fletcher, captain 
“ Goddard defired leave to Hay, as he had fome- 
thing of confequence to impart to his lordffiip ; 
but fir Robert Fletcher gave him for anfwer, 
“ that the orders of the board for (ending all who 
had refigned, to Calcutta, were fo pofitive that 
“ he muff depart with the reft. Captain Goddard 
further fays, that in the firft orders he with 
“ fome ocher officers had feparacely receivetl from 
Sir Robert Fletcher to come down, it was ex~ 
prefsly faid, that unlefs he complied with thefe 
orders before five o^clock that evening, he 
“ lliould be fent down under a military force. 

Captain Goddard then informed the board, 
“ that on the 13th of May, major Champion re- 
F 3 “ ceived 
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ceived a note, whilft he was at fup per, from 
“ fir Robert Fletcher, which he communicated 
to him (captain Goddard) wherein he expreffed 
his apprehenfion of a mutiny amongft the fea- 
poys of captain Goddard’s battalion, which 
major Champion had taken command of in 
«‘,,his room, to which he (captain Goddard) re- 
‘‘plied that fir Robert Fletcher mufi; then be 
“ better acquainted with them than he was, as 
they had always Ihewn a particular attachment 
to him (captain Goddard) and that he ‘would 
“ undertake to anlwer for their not engaging in 
any defperate meafures. That the next morn- 
“ ing when he went to the fort at Monghyr in 
order to prepare for coming away in confe- 
“ quence of the orders he had received above 
** mentioned, he difeovered the appearance of a 
“ mutiny amongft the Europeans, and fir Robert 
Fletcher endeavourin'g to pacify them, in which 
“ he offered his affiftance, but fir Robert told 
“ him there was no occafion for it • .that he then 
went to the place where the battalion of feapoys 
he had lately commanded was quartered, and 
“ acquainted major Champion with what had 
“ happened in the fort, and offered to ftay with 
“ the feapoys to prevent any difturbances ; but 
“ major Champion told him there was not any 
<t neceffiry for it, as he had not difeovered the 
“ leaft appearance of fuch intention among the 
“ feapoys. Captain Goddard then made known 
“ to major Champion and captain Pearfon, the 
“ circum-ftance that had paffed between him and 
“ fir Robert Fletcher, in order to exculpate him- 
“ felf j as he had fome reafon to fear his condud 
“ would have been impeached by him after his 
departure, which he has fince heard was ac- 
tiiaily the cafe* 


Mr, 
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« Mr, Verelft then defired the following quef- 
tions might be put to captain Goddard. 

Queftion. “ Did you ever hear fir Ro- 
here Fletcher fay, that the difeontents of 
“ the military, added to thofe of the civi- 
lians, would deprive his lordfhip of all 
power ?** 

Anfwer. “I have heard fir Robert Fletcher 
“ fay, that now would be the time for the officers 
“ to pufli their fcheme, while the civilians were 
ail in a flame ; or words to that effedl.” 

Queftion. ♦‘"Did you ever hear fir Ro* 
** bert Fletcher fay, that the Madrafs coun- 
fcllors would all join againfl his lordfhip 

Anfwer. “ No.” 

Qiieftion. Did yon ever hear fir Roj- 
bert Fletcher throw out any hints, that it 
“ was his lordfhip’s intentions to reduce the 
“ army to a ftate of contempt and beggary; 
“ that it was infulted, and rewarded with 
“ingratitude?” 

Anfwer. “ No.” 

Captain Goddard being then defired to with- 
draw, Mr. Verelft informs the board, “ Thar he 
has received from lord Clive a copy of an anony- 
“ mons * letter addrefted to his lordfhip, which 
“ he defires may be read and recorded, as the 
fubjedl of it induced him to put the above 
queftions to Mr. Goddard.” 

Sir Robert Fletcher, upon receipt of lord 

« See page 
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Clive’s orders for going in arref^, wrote to his 
iordlhip ds follows, requefting he might not be 
tried by a court martial, bvic by the goveriior 
and council at Calcutta. 

“ My Lord, 

‘'^ Colonel Barker hath fent me orders from 
your lordfhip, which 1 have juft now received, 
for my going in arreft*, but J moft eanieftly 
“ requeft your lordfhip will be pleafed not to in- 
“ fift upon this, as 1 imagine it is intended to, 
“ bring me to a trial for my condud regarding 
“ the combination, but indulge me with the pri- 
vilege of repairing to. Calcutta, where I may 
have the honour of being tried by . your lord- 
fhip and the council, before whom I have 
“ not the leaft doubt of clearing myfelf with ho- 
“ nour and credit. The nature of my defence 
“ fuch, as I would by no means wifh fliould come 
before a court martial here. 

“ I have the honour to be 

“ with great refped, &■€. 

«* Patna, 3d July 1766 . Rob‘ Fletcher.” 

To which lord Clive returned the following 
anfwer, 

“SIR, 

“ I have received your letter of this day’s date, 
“ You will not, I hope, entertain the leaft doubt 
“ of my willingnefs to oblige a gentleman in yoiu- 
“ fituation, in any requeft that can with pro- 
“ priety be granted. But that of your repairing 
“ to Calcutta, in order to be tried by the pre- 
“ fidenc and council, upon an accufation, your 
exculpation froni which depends merely upon 

“ military 
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'F* military law, is totally unprecedented, and 
therefore improper for me to comply with* 
That you may not however imagine that I in- 
**= tend to take any other part, upon this occafion, 

“ than what my public ftation requires, be affor- 
ed that the court martial to be held upon your 
late condutft will be affembled by an order from 
the board, and the fentence condfmed or dif- 
“ approved of by them. 

Meet Abfels, lam, fir, &c. 

“ 3d July i 76<$. Clive” 

Th)s letter by no means anfwering his pur- 
pofe, he applied to lord Clive the day following, 
that a court of enquiry, confiding of the gentle- 
men of council, might previoufly fit upon his 
condud. His letter was as follows ; 

My lord, • 

“ I have been honoured by your lordlliip’s let- 
ter of yefterday v and although no precedent 
of the like kind, perhaps from the want of op- 
portunity, hath hitherto happened, yet I had 
“ fome hopes that my ficuation might induce you 
“ to comply with my requeft, which I made for 
“ reafons that your lordftiip and every fenfible 
“ man cannot but admit, who knows the nature 
of courts martial in this country j when they 
are too often in a great meafure compofed of 
“ gentlemen whofe birth and former lives have 
“ given them no opportunity of acquiring an 
education fufiicient to comprehend and to 
judge in cafes that require the mod ferious 
deliberations of men of knowledge and abili- 
lities j and for the fame reafon, I beg your lord- 

“ lliip 
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«« {liip will permit me now to requcH-, that a 
« court of enquiry may firft be held, whereby 
« you, or the governor and council, may judge 
** whether I merit the difgrace of being brought 
“ to a court martial, which, whether culpable or 
not, can never redound to my credit, 

«« I am with great refped, 

“ Patna, “ My lord, &c. 

4th July, 1766. Rob'. Fletcher ”, 

That a military officer Ihould be tried under 
an article of war for mutiny, by a board of gen- 
tlemen acting in a civil capacity, was not only 
unprecedented, but would have been abfurd, if 
not impraflicable ; nor would a court of inquiry, 
compofed of the like members, have been lefs 
improper, fince the conduct of a military man is 
always to be judged of by the rules and cuftoms 
of the army, as well as by the letter of military 
Jaw. Lord Clive did not therefore make any re- 
ply to this laft propofal, but wrote as follows to 
the gentlemen of council, inclofing copies of fir 
Robert Fletcher’s letters of the 3d and 4th of 
July, as aifo a copy of his anfwer to the former.- 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ On the 3d inftant i had the honour to inform 
you of my having ordered lieutenant-colonel 
“ fir Robert Fletcher in arreft. 1 am now far- 
ther to acquaint you, that I have diredled the 
“ judge-advocate-generai to give him notice that 
the crime, for which he will be tried, is mutiny. 
^ Enclofed are copies of two letters which I rc- 
ceived from him fince his arreft and alfo a 
** copy of my anfwer to the one of the gd inftant -j 
to that of the 41b I have not thought proper 
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to reply. As it is very probable, that in the 
conrfeof the examination by the court martial, 
it may appear that an intention to afFec 5 t my 
honour and government was one of the firft 
“ motives of the late combination, delicacy for- 
*' bids my taking any part that can poflibly bear 
the imputation of private pique, or perfonal 
refencment : I muft therefore requeft that the 
“ warrant for holding a general court martial 
“ upon lieutenant-colonel fir Robert Fletcher, 
may be ifTued by the prefident and council, and 
“ the fen tence be confirmed or difapproved by 
them, 

Myr Abfels, I the honour to be, &c. 

‘‘ 5th July, 1766. “ Clive,’* 

Agreeably to the requeft in the latter part of 
Ills lordftiip’s letter, a warrant for the trial of fir 
Robert Fletcher, and likewife for the trial of fe- 
veral other prifoners then in arreft, was figned by 
the board and tranfmitted to Patna, Under this 
v/arrant, fir Robert Fletcher, captain Stainforth, 
captain Parker, and enfign North, were tried, 
and the fentences paffed upon them confirmed by 
the governor and council. 

The lenity which prevailed at the general 
courts martial upon thefe extraordinary trials, 
may perhaps he accounted for in the following 
manner. In the preamble to the adf of parlia- 
ment for punifliing mutiny and defertion of offi- 
cers and foldiers in the fervice of the Eaft India 
Company, a contrad: Teems to be implied as one 
of the obligations neceflary for fubjedting an of- 
ficer, even in pay, to the rules and articles of 
war. The Court of Directors, indeed have of 
late years thought proper to, omit this form, for 

what 
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what reafon we will not prefume to determine* 
but undoubtedly they were well advifed on that 
head, fince they cannot be fnppofed to have in- 
advertently fruftrated the gracious intention of 
the legillature in fo material a claufe, preferving 
only the authority to maintain an army, without 
the privilege of enforcing difcipline by martial 
law. Be this as it may, it is evident from the 
rife and progrefs of the combination, that the 
officers paid particular attention to the letter of 
the mutiny ad, hoping fo far to avail themfelves 
of the apparent limitation of parliament, as to 
evade that juft feverity of punifhment, which 
upon fuch an occafion, in any other country, muif 
h|ve been unavoidably infilfled ; and could w6 
with propriety animadvert upon the fentences 
paffed by the general courts martial, we ffiould 
tie inclined to obferve, that the members them- 
felves mnft have confidered the defe<d we have 
here mentioned as a plea on behalf of the pri- 
foners, which, whether urged or not, might ren- 
der the legality of their proceedings doubtful, 
land which Ihould therefore incline their judg- 
ment to the fide of mercy, even againft the full- 
eft convidion of guilt in the parties. Had it not 
been for this tendernefs, it is fcarcely probable, 
that out of fix officers found guilty of mutiny, 
and other military offences, not one Ihould have 
been capitally convicled. Lieutenant Vertue of 
colonel Smith’s brigade, who was tried under 
lord Clive’s warrant, for difobedience of orders 
and defertion, endeavoured to avail hiiiifelf of the 
omlffion of a contra6t, p'rotefted againft the jurif- 
didion of the court, and refufed to plead. The 
court however rejeded the prifoner’s proteft, and 
proceeded to the trial. It was proved that he 
received exprefs orders from his commanding 

officer, 
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ofncer, not to leave the camp j that he dlfobeyed 
thofe orders, and on the 8th of May, deferred his 
duty *, that in his letter to colonel Smith of the 
6th of May, he agreed to ferve to the end of the 
month, [this was, deemed a fulficieot contrail: for 
that limited time] that he had figned himfelf as 
lieutenant in a letter of the'yth of May^ addreffed 
to colonel Smith, by the major , part of the officers’ 
of the Corah detachment ; that he was muflered 
as a lieutenant in the fcrvice on the ifl: of May, 
and that his pay for the month of May had been 
drawn for in the cuftomary mannen He was 
hereupon found^guilty of the crimes of .difo.bedi- 
cnce of orders and defertion, and fentenced to be 
cafhiered with infamy, by having a fword and 
efpontoon broke over his head, and a fafh cut in 
pieces before him, at the head of all the troops 
cantoned at Bankipore. 

. When all the trials were finiflhed, lord Clive 
infiftcd that a form of contradf, for binding , the 
officers to ferve a certain time, fhould be exe- 
cuted throughout the army, excepting only by 
thofe gentlemen who did nocenter into the com- 
bination. Thefe he thought had a right to fuch 
a diftindlion, fince they had manifefted, by aftea^ 
dy attachment to their. duty, at the .time of the 
general infatuation, that ajufl.fenfe of honour 
was CO them a fufficient contrad. .. The form pre- 
fcribed was however .voluntarily figned by them 
aifo ; colonel Smith having .publicJkly invited 
them by his example ; a letter from lord Clive 
■ and council to the colonel upon this fubjed, is 
inferred in the Appendix, No. 54, and alfo a co- 
pyofthecontrad, N0.55. 

It is now time to take a view of the proceed- 
ings of the general, court martial, which fat upon 

- ■ the 
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the trial of lieutenant-colonel fir Robert Fletcher 
for mutiny. 

Thomas Goddard, late captain in the firfl: regi- 
ment of infantry on the Bengal eftablifhnient, be- 
ing duly fworn, depofed, that in the latter end 
of December j 765, or in January 1766, the fol- 
lowing was the fubjed of converfation in a com- 
pany confiding of lieutenant-colonel fir Robert 
Fletcher, captains Roper and Parker, lieutenants 
Watts, Dunbar, Bevan, and Francis, and Mri 
Bagot, furgeon, who dined with him in one of 
thofe months: that foon after dinner, to the bed 
of his recolledion, the rediidion of the batta, 
and the memorial that had been prefented for the 
recovery of it, was the firfl: fubjed fpoken on by 
fome of the officers prefent 5 upon which fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher faid, he thought they would have 
no effed, although the orders of the company on 
that head were notpofitive; that lieutenant- colo- 
nel fir Robert Fletcher then declared, there was 
one method to recover it, and that was by a ge- 
neral refignation, which could not fail of fuccefs, 
as the diffenfionof the civil, joined .to that of the 
military, would carry every thing, and he knew 
the Madrafs coonfellors, being his friends, would 
join againfl: lord Clive*. That the difcourfe 
then turned upon the method of refigning, when 
lieutenant-colonel fir Robert Fletcher faid, “= fend 
“ me your commiflions and I will receive them/’ 
and advifed the fcfieme fhonid be put in exccu^. 
tion, before the next (hips failed for England, as 
their carrying home accounts of the batta being 

* N. B, Captain Goddard’s evidence here contradifts his evi- 
dence to the board ; for when Mr. Verelft aflced him if he ever 
heard fir R. Fletcher fay that the Madrafs couidellors would all 
join againft his lordlhip, he anfwcred pofitively in the negative, 
•— Viae page 71, 
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ftckiced, would ftrengthen lord Clive’s iritereA 
fo much, that it would be in vain to attempt the 
recovery of it hereafter; and, at parting, he in- 
timaced that it might be prejudicial to him to have 
that converfation repeated, Captain Goddard 
farther depofed, that fir Robert Fletchef, the fame 
evening, when he went out in a chaife with him, 
pointed out the readinefs of lieutenant Bevan^'s ■ 

joining in the refignation, who enjoyed a double 
pdft, [brigade major;] and at another time he 
remembers, that fir Robert Fletcher told him, he 
knew of all the meetings of the officers, and what ■ 

paffed at them. The fame evidence afterwards I 

depofed, farther, that hedeclared to captain Smith, t 

aid de camp to general Carnac, that lieutenant j 

colonel fir Robert Fletcher was the perfon who 
induced him to enter into the combination ; that 
his motive for making fuch a declaration to cap- 
tain Smith, was, the arguments made ufc of by lif 
Robert Fletcher at his table, already mentioned ; 
particularly iir Robert Fletcher’s advancing, that 
the mcafure could not fail of fuccefs, added to his 
pointing out the readinefs of his brigade major to 
refign, and another perfon telling him, in the 
prefence of fir Robert Fletcher, that he (captain 
Goddard) wanted to get a majority, by the re- 
fignation of others, or words to that purpofe ; 
and that until that time, captain Goddard had 
always been averfe to the combination ; that fir j 

Robert Fletcher, publicly at. table, - that day ex- 
prefled his fuprize, that he (captain Goddard) had 
not joined in the combination, as he thought an f 

officer of his fpirit fhould have been the firft to | 

have engaged in it ; or words to that effett. j 

Captain Frederick Thomas Smith, aid de camp j 

to general Carnac, being duly Iworn, depofed, I 

that on the 1 3 th or 14th of May, captain God- 

" dard ! 
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dard acquainted hitn, in the courfe of converfa^ ! 

tion, that he had been led into the refignation of 
the fervice by the perfualion of iir Robert Flet- 
cher, contrary to his own inclinations and opi- 
nion j the particulars of whofe condu ft towards 
him he had made known to major Champion, 
and captain Pearfon, and infifted upon captain i 

Smith’s acquainting lord Clive and general Car- f 

nac with this, in cafe he Ihould not have an op- I 

portunity of feeing them himfelf. | 

Thomas Roper, late captain in the third regi- j 

ment of infantry, being duly fworn, depofed, 
that at captain Goddard’s table, about the lat- 
ter end of January, or beginning of February 
laft, when the reduftion of the batta, together 
with the memorial or rethonftrances for its reco- 
very that either were prefented to the board, or 
about to be fo, became the fubjeft of converfa- 
tion, fir Robert Fletcher gave it as his opinion | 

that they would prove ineffcftual *, at the fame ^ 

time intimated, that he did think it recoverable. 

That this produced a defire of knowing how it 
was to be accomplifhed. That fir Robert Flet- 
cher faid it was not for hirn to point out a method, 
but obferved, upon fome of the Company’s f 

mentioning a refignation, that that was the only f 

method, and that the prefent difienfions amongil: 
the civilians in Calcutta, would greatly favour 
fuch a meafure; or words to that cffeft. That 
lieutenant-colonel fir Robert Fletcher faid, in the i 

courfe of that day’s converfation, that he would 
accept of the commiflions, and that whatever 
was to be done, ought to be finiflied before the 
fhips failed, Mr. Roper farther depofed, upon 
the queftion’s being put to him by the court, 
that he did hear lieutenant-colonel fir Robert 
Fletcher mention the Madrafs counfellors, but 

could 


^6ii1d not recoiled upon what account ^ that cap- 
tain Goddard was averfe to the meafure (of re- 
lignation) before that day, that he afterwards 
came into it, but whether frdm v«?hac pafied that 
day he couid not detcrnii'rfe. 

Mr. James Watts, late lieutenant in the firll: 
regiment of infantry, being duly fworn, depofed, 
that in the month of Dcceriiber or January 

I766, he dined with captain Goddard, and lieu- 
tenant-colonel fir Robert Fletcher w'as in com- 
pany. That the converfation happening to turn 
upon the reduction of the" batta, remonftrances 
and a general fefignation were calked of to re- 
move it; when fir Robert Fletcher gave it as his 
Opinion, that if a general refignation fhoulcl 
take place, the batta would be reftored ; and far- 
ther laid, that he believed the orders refpeding 
the batta were not pofitive. — That he propofed 
the commiflions fliouki be delivered up at the 
commencement of a month ; that the officers 
fhould receive no pay, but ferve as volunteers 
Till the determination of the governor and coun- 
cil fhould be known, and that upon thofe condi- 
tions he would accept of the cotnmiffions of the 
Officers of the firfi: brigade. Mr. Watts farther 
depofed, upon the queftion’s being put to him 
by the court, that he heard the departure of the 
{hips for Europe mentioned by fir Robert Flet- 
cher in that converfation, but that he did not re- 
coiled what he faid upon the fubjed*, nor did iic 
recoiled what fir Robert Fletcher faid concern- 
ing the difienfions amongft the civilians proving 
favoufabk to the refignation, though he recol- 
leded to have heard the word cliJJ'enf.cn men- 
tioned : that he did not recoiled, that he ever 
declared he was influenced to refign his com- 
miffion by lieutenant-colonel^ fit Robert Fler- 
■ 0 '■ ’ cher^ 
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cher, but that upon the ftrength of what captain 
Goddard had told him, , he might have declared 
that captain Goddard was influenced to refign his, 
though he did not recolledl: when, or to whom, he 
ever had made fuch a declaration. 

James Francis, lieutenant in the firfl: regiment 
of infantry, being duly fworn, depofed, that in 
converfation which paflTed fome time in Decem- 
ber or January, in captain Goddard’s tent, fir 
Robert Fletcher aflted captain Goddard what he 
was afraid of : that he told him there was a me- 
thod of getting the batta again. Captain God- 
dard faid, he did not know how. Sir Robert 
Fletcher again faid, there was a method, but it 
was not his place to point it out. That a little 
time after, fir Robert Fletcher propofed the offi- 
cers jfhould all refign their commiffions, and ferve 
as volunteers till an anfwer (hould come from the 
board, and faid there were four counfellors come 
from Madrafs,and he would be bound to get their 
interefi: for the officers *, and then faid, that as 
it was well known to the Company, chat lord 
Clive was no friend of his, he hoped that difcourfe 
would go no farther. 

Captain Henry Bevan, brigade major to fir 
Robert Fletcher, being duly fworn, depofed, 
that he never made fir Robert Fletcher acquaint- 
ed with the meetings held by the officers ofjhe 
firfl brigade, to carry on the bufinefs of the re- 
fignarion; that he did not recoiledl' he ever ac- 
quainted fir Robert Fletcher that letters were fre- 
quently wrote, and propofals made to the officers 
of the two other brigades, on the fubjedl of the 
refignation, or that the officers of the iecond and 
third brigades had joined with thofe of the firfl:, 
before the 20th of April,' about which time the 
affair was the fubjedl of public converfation, and 

he 
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he poffibly might have mentioned it. That 
about the latter end of December, or beginning 
of January, fir Robert Fietcher came into his 
room, (he at that time kept his bed) and told 
him that he heard the officers intended to refign 
their comniiffions, on account of the batta being 
reduced: that fir Robert Fletcher advifed him 
not to enter into it; and to enforce his advice, 
faid, he thought it would be rather an advantage 
than a dilad vantage to the officers that expedit’d 
to rife high in the fervice, as it would probably 
hinder a number of officers coming from Europe 
over their heads ; and that about the twenty- hrft 
of April, he informed hr Robert Fletcher, that 
he had been applied to for his commiffion, when 
hr Robert repeated the fame advice he had be- 
fore given. 

Mr. James Dunbar, late aid de camp to fir 
Robert Fletcher, being duly fworn and quef- 
rioned by the court, depofed, to the beft of his 
recolledlion, that between the eighteenth and 
twentieth day of April, he acquainted fir Robert 
Fletcher, in a private converfation, that the offi- 
cers had had a meeting, and received favourable 
accounts from the other brigades. He farther 
depofed, that he dic^ not doubt but he had 
mentioned to fir Robert Fletcher, between 
the eighteenth and twentieth of April, that 
the officers received letters from the other 
brigade.^, and alfo wrote letters to them on the 
fubject of tiie refignation. That fir Robert Flet- 
cher knew of his intentions to enter into the al- 
fociarion, and advifed him againft it. That in 
the month of J.itruary, a convcrlation pafled be- 
tween fir Robert Fietcher and him, upon the fub- 
ieft of a general refignation, when fir Robert 
told him, that, fiiGuld a refignation take place, 
Gs h 
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he tlrought it would be of no prejudice to thofe 
officers v^ho merited well, and might be an oppor- 
tunity of weeding the army and that fir Robert 
always advifcd him againft the meafure. 

'I'hus far the evidence in fupportof the charge, 
by which it appears that fir Robert Fletcher was 
well acquainted with the defign of the general 
refignation in the month of December or January j 
,i that he himfelf did propofe it as a fcbeme by 

j which the officers might recover the double bat- 

ta ; that he advifed them to fend him their com- 
miffions, and he would receive them at the be- 
ginning of a month ; that they ffiould receive no 
j; pay for that month, but ferve as volunteers till 

y the pieafure of the governor and council fhould 

y be known;- and that the fcheme fliould take place 

ij before the next fhips failed for Europe. It like- 

14 wife appears by the evidence of Dunbar and 

Be van, his aid de camp and major of brigade, 
jj ' thar, fir Robert, about the twentieth of i\pril, or 

j'l between the eighteenth and twentieth, not only 

knew that the combination was completed, but 
that the officers of the firfi; brigade had received 
favourable anfwers from thofe of the other two 
brigades. 

With regard to his having afiierted that the four 
gentlemen in council from iVIadrafs, would join 
againft lord Clive, although this article appears 
to have been well founder, it cannot be material 
to dwell upon it : his having abetted and promot- 
ed the' 'general refignation, or, in other words, 
his having excited fedition in the army, was the 
main point of accufation, anJ admitted of tlie 
mod: inconteftable proof. 

The extracts of the evidence in fnpport of the 
cliaoie have been .ffiort, though faithful ; the 
material particulars of fir Robert Fletcher’s de- 
...-v fence 
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fence alfo might be cstrafted in a very narrov/ 
compafs. But that ail imputation cf partiality 
may be avoided, the whole of fir Robert Flet- 
cher’s defence, as delivered in to the court mar- 
tial, is here inferted. 

Mr, Prefident, and Gentlemen, 

“ It is alledged agalnft me, that, in a conver- 
se fation at captain Goddard’s, the end of Decem- 
ber or beginning of January, I made ufe of 
many arguments to perfuadc the officers to a 
general refignation •, and fome of the evidences 
particularly depofe, that I pointed out to them 
‘‘ the difTcnfions amongft the civilians, and ob- 
“ ferved that the Madrafs counfellors were my 
“ friends, and would join againft lord Clive. The 
“ appointment of the Madrafs gentlemen was not 
“ knovm at Calcutta till the ninth of January, 
“ and confequenrly could not be known at Mong- 
“ hyr till the fifteenth or fixteenth j it mult: 
“ have been feverai days afterwards bef jre the 
“ diflenfions among the civilians could have been 
heard of ; and as to the Madrafs gentlemen 
“joining againft lord Clive, they did not take 
“ their feats till the twelfth of February. There 
“ is an evident contradidbon, therefore, between 
“ part of thefe arguments, and the time they are 
faid to have been made ufe of; allowing how- 
“ ever that the evidences have only been mifta- 
“ ken in the time, and that I really made ufe of 
“ the arguments in queftion, it muft have been 
“ not in purfuance of my own opinion, but for 
“ the reafons I flball hereafter explain, for I never 
“ apprehended, that the diflenfions among the 
“ civilians could make any alterations in the 
“ refolutions of the board, with regard to the 
allowances of the military ; nor could 1 ever 
G 3 “ have 


have been fo abfurcl, as really to have imagin- 
‘‘ ed that the Madrafs gentlemen could pollibly 
have fufFered themfelves, in contradiblion boih. 
“ to their duty and their intereftj to be influenced 
in fuch an affair by friendfhip for me : to which 
“ I may add, that I never wrote them on the fub- 
“ jed, as I muft neceflarily have done, if I had 
really meant to influence them. 

“ The governor and council having thought 
‘‘proper to reduce the batta, loud complaints 
“ wero made by the officers j various fchemes 
“ were propofed for the recovery of it ; and, 
“ among others, a general refignation was talked 
“ of in the month of January, not only at Mong- 
“ hyr, but (as 1 have been informed,) atPacnaand 
Allahabad alfo, and even at Calcutta. WPen 
“ thefe rumours came to my hearing, I fpoke to 
<'Mieutenants Bevan, Dunbar, and Kyd, on the 
“ fubjed, and ufed my utmoft endeavours to dif- 
“ fuade them from joining in inch a ftep ; not 
“doubting, if! had fucceeded with them, but 
“ that many others would have been induced to 
“ follow their example : and I oblerved to them, 
“ that fuch officers as had the allowances attach- 
“ ed to double polls, (which included adjutants, 
“ quarter-mafters, and feapoy fubakerns) would 
“ more particularly incur the difpleafure of the 
“governor and council ; but all was in vain; 
“ they told me they were determined to refign 
with the reft. I'he fame advice I often repeat- 
“ ed afterwards, but it was all to no purpofe. 
“ Finding, therefore, that I could not prevail 
“ with tbofe gentlemen, who being in my family 
“ and enjoying double pofts, would be the leaft 
“ affecled with the reduClion of the batta, and 
over whom 1 had more influence than over 
“ any others, g-nd feeing to what a violent degree 
■ ■ ■ “-the 
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the officers in general were exafperated, I 
thought the beft thing I could do for the public 
good, was to diflenjble my own opinion^ to 
cry to keep in their confidence till they had 
come to fome final refoludon ; and to moderate 
“ the rage with which they were aduated. To 
“ have endeavoured to ftem the torrent would be 
“ produdive of no other confequence, than that 
“ they would have gone on in their own way, 
without letting me know any thing at all of the 
“ matter. I remembered the violence with which 
“ they had engaged, during the months of March, 
April*, and May 1765, in an afibciation for re- 
“ figning, on a much more trifling caufe, (the 
“ affair of captain M‘Pherfon) and at a time 
“ when the war with Sujah Dovvla was un- 
“ finiflied. 

“ As captain M^Pherfon’s appointment to this 
“ eftablifliment, in a ftation which another gen- 
tleman refigned in order to -make room for 
“ him, drove them to fuch extremities ; and as 
“ they perfevered in them, even after captain 
“ MTherfon had, for the lake of peace, voliin- 
“ tarily confented to have his former appoint- 
“ ment annulled, and to come in youngeft cap- 
“ tain ; what might not have been expeded from 
“ them in the prefent cafe, when they were de- 
“ prived of advantages which they had ever be- 
‘‘ fore enjoyed ; and when riumbers of them were 
“involved in debts, from which they had no 
“ profped of extricating themfelves, and were 
“ really reduced to much diftrefs by the fcantl- 
“ nefs of their allowances ? Unreafonable as that 
“ affociation was, it was a matter of great doubt, 
“ whether it would not have been carried on to 
“ the mofl: dangerous lengths, had not lord Clive’s 
“ arrival, the high opinion the officers in general 
G 4 entertained 
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entertained of him, and his particular influence 
over leveral individuals, fortunately put a (hop 
to It. 1 1, us convinced that it was really not ill 

f^my p.owerto_flop the officers in their career, t 
at the iame_ tune thought their reflgnation, if 
: Carried on in fo moderate a manner as nor to 
, occafion any difturbance among the troops, 
would rather be an advantage than a difadvan’ 
tage to the fervtce. 

«C joining the army on this 

1 eftabl.rnment. m Oftober 1764, I remarked, 

“ I!,?)- ? '“‘4- '*’0 g'‘'‘'*t want of order 

- and iubordination amongft the officers: tny en- 

dcavours toeffea a reformation, as far as lay 
1 1" i'ave been unintertiiitted; and ip 

^ IS well known how continually I have complain: 
.. “■ooiale 1 met with from the obftina- 

«• “i p> aurcumftance I thought it would be for 
“ Jll if fuch could be 

«< S! j ■ admonitions ufcleli, I 

«. 1 “ "^‘^^'^ary to have recotirfe to courts 

“ Wadi’ difcipiine in the 

.1 i ® i ' FOn’nianded, and to prevent 

“ tv- ?f7.7/5‘“''”g *h'‘"fclves from their du- 
ty. for this I received a check from myfupe- 

“ aktter'he Catnac,dn 

“ diat “ he ° of November, 

would have courts martial referved 
-for heinous crimes only, and fuch as “d 
.. '?^“P*ary ponilhment.’; My hands being thus 

« dT of introdiicinl the 

^ difcipline I fo much wilhed for; and therefore 

ed myfejf hopes than the ften if car 

- dudive So at leaft be pro- 

dudiyeqfonegoodconfequence; that k would 

be 
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be the means of weeding the army of thofe gen- 
“ tlemen who mofl; obftrudcd the neceffary re- 
formation. I doubted not but his lordfliip 
would think it recjuifite to oppofe with firmneis 
the demands of the officers; and tlicfe, when 
they found they could not carry their point, 
would be glad to accept of their corhmillions 
“again; they might wifli to make their own 
“ terms ; but as the foie dependence of many of 
*4 was on the Company’s fervice, they muft, 

“ in the end, be obliged to content themftdves 
“ with what terms they could get. While fucli 
“ were my fentiments, I was informed by lieu- 
“ tenant Kyd, that captain Goddard feeraed a- 
verfe to join in the fcheme of refignation; and 
“ that his reafon w^as fuppofed to be, his not hav- 
“ ing been fo particularly confulted on the occa- 
“ fion, as from his rank in the fervice he thought 
he had a right to expedt 1 expreffcd my fur- 
“ prife at his not being engaged in it; and (a’d, I 
“ imagined he would have been the foremolf in 
ail luch undertakings: and, to the bcft of my 
“ recoliedion, lieutenant Kyd at the fame time 
obferved to me, and I agreed with him in o- 
“ pinion, that it was not likely he would long per- 
fift in his prefenc refolution. During the courfe 
“ of my acquaintance with him, I had fo many 
proofs of the violence and ficklenefs of his dif- 
“ pofition, that I made not the lealf doubt but 
“ he would heartily join with the rell of the offi- 
cers, the moment they paid him the compli- 
“ ment he thought his due. I remembered how 
readily he had ent|red into the former affbcia- 
“ tion, in 1765 ; and 1 recolleded having ieen 
his name figned to it in letters moll ditlinguifli- 
** ingly large, by way of fliewing, I imagine, bow 
f much he gloried in the nieafure. Two or 
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“ three days after this converfation with lieutenant 
Kyd, I dined at captain Goddard’s, in com- 
“ pany with captains Eoper and Parker, and lieu- 
“ tenants Watts, Dunbar, Francis, Ironfide, and 
Mr. Bagot(I think, about the 20th or 25th of 
January)*, after dinner, captain Goddard fud- 
denly addreffed himfelf to me, in the follow- 
“ insi words, or words to the fame purpofe ; 
“ Vvdiat would you do if we were to leave you a- 
lone with the brigade ? I anfwered, I did not 
“ think that would be a good fchemej that, 
“ however, there was a method for the recovery, 
of their batta, but it was not my bufinels to 
point it out: enquiry being made of me what 
that method was, I advifed that they fhould 
fend in their commiffions to me at the begin- 
“ ning of a month, and ferve as volunteers, with- 
out pay, till the determination of the governor 
“ fhould be known. Captain Parker here inter- 
“ rupted me, by calling out to captain Goddard, 
“ that “ he fmelt a majority Upon which he 
** feemed much offended, and replied; 1 hat his 
“ not being confulted, as oldeft officer in the 
“ brigade, was rather flighting him. 1 then told 
“ captain Goddard, that I thought there was no- 
“ thing to fear *, and that the officers would pro- 
" bably carry their point, if they adfed prudenc- 
“ ly, and finiffied their bufinefs before rhe failing 
of the Europe fhips. 1 afterwards mentionrd 
“ fome other reafons (but what I do not recoiled) 
why it appeared likely that the batta might he 
“ reftored, if the ofHcers confented to ferve as 
“ volunteers; and I told them, that upon that 
“ condition I would accept 'fef their commiffions. 
“ This, to the beft of my recolle( 5 tion, is an ex- 
ad account of the converfation which then palffi 
ed; and when the company broke up, I delired 

‘‘ that 
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** that what I had there faid might go no farther ; 
to which, I think, captain Goddard promifed 
upon his honour it fhould not. I have already 
mentioned the. opinion which Iliad before con- 
ceived of the violence with which the officers 
were difpofed to aft; and fuch a queftion as 
“that which I have juft related being fo pub- 
licly put to me, gave me additional caufe to 
“ be alarmed. Not doubting therefore the pro- 
priety of the refolntion I had formed, in con- 
“ iequence of my not being able to difTuade even 
the gentlemen of my own family from joining 
in any fchemes of reBgnation, I ufed my en- 
“ deavours to prevail upon them, inflead of 
leaving me ar once, to ferve as volunteers till 
** the pleafure of the governor and council fhould 
“ be known ; concluding, that between the time 
“ of their lodging their commiQions in my hands, 
and their receiving a final anfwer from the go- 
“ vernor and council, many of them would re- 
fieft: more ferioully upon what they were about, 
“and apply for their cotnmiflions again; and 
knowing that it would at leaft give me time to 
“ take meafures with the non-commiffioned ofli- 
cers, for preventing any difturbance among the 
“ troops; and afford Tome leifure to the gover* 
“ norand council to fiipply their army, if necef- 
“ fury, by giving commiffions to free merchants, 
and by fendmg for officers from the other pre* 
“ lidencies. 

“ It was w'ith thefe views only I faid at captain 
“ Goddard’s, that the officers, if they would a- 
“ dopt the plan I propofed, would probably carry 
“ their point. That fuch was not my real opinion 
“ will appear beyond all contradiftion, from my 
“ avowed fentiments daring the former affocia- 
“ tion, and what I faid to different gentlemen 
7 “ ^^urifig 
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during the prefent one. As to iny periuadlng 
the officers to do whatever they were determin- 
,ed on before the latter (hips were difparched, 
I ihad feveral motives for doing ir, with which I 
believe it will be needkfs for me ro trouble the 
‘‘.court The moft powerful one was, the con- 
“ ^deration of the profound tranquillity which 
« then reigned throughout the provinces, and 
“ which there was no profped of an enemy to dii- 
** tiirb : I deemed it certain, that the officers 
“ would attempt the recovery of their batta, and 
“ thought there could not be a time Ids likely 
for fuch an attempt to be productive of any 
mirphief to the public. My defiring that what I 
had faid at captain Goddard’s might go no farther, 
“ is infinuated as a proof that I was lenfible I had 
" been a (fling in an unjuftifiable manner; but it 
“ proceeded merely from recolleding a little that 
“ what I had faid, might, perhaps, if known, be 
“ mifeonftrued to my difad vantage; and my pre- 
“ fent fituation, accufed of mutiny for a matter 
“ in which I a£ted for the public good, has too 
“ well convinced me that i ought to have been 
“ more on my guard. After this, I heard no- 
“ thing more of the matter, but various unfet- 
^ “ tied reports, till about the 20th of February ; 

“ when they finally determined to addrefs the 
“ governor and council; their rep re fen ration was 
“ accordingly forwarded about the 25th. From 
“ that time 1 was totally ignorant that any other 
“ fchemes were carrying on, till about the 20th 
“ of April ; lieutenant l 5 unbar then informed me, 
“ that the officers both of the firft and third bri- 
gades had determined on refigning their com- 
“ miffions, and that he had agreed to the refo- 
“ lutinn. I reprirrianded him in the firongeft 
“ manner for entering into fuch an affiociation 

withou!: 
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“ Without my knowledge, and contrary to tny 
rejieated advice. 1 told him how little pro- 
“ bability there was of the officers carrying their 
point i and ufed many arguments, both with 
“ him and many others with whom I had any 
“ influence, to diffiuade them from perfevering 
“ in it. As to captain Bevan, it was not in his 
“ power to give me much intelligence; having 
“ refufed to join with them, he was notacquaint- 
“ ed with their proceedings, nor could advife me 
“ of any thing but by hearfay. After the 20th, 
“ it began to be reported that the officers ot the 
“ fecond brigade had engaged in a like aflbcia- 
" tion; but I do not recoiled any thing certain 
“ of them, till the 24th or 25th; when talking 
“ with a gentleman who had joined with the refl:, 
“ and pretending to be acquainted with every 
“ thing before,! learned from him that and many 
“ other circumftances; particularly chat the ift 
of May was flxed upon for rcfigning, and that 
the officers had fome thoughts of ferving as 
“ volunteers till the pleafure of the governor and 
“ council fliouid be known. While this aiToci- 
“ ation was carrying on, the officers concealed 
‘‘ from me, with the utmok care, their meetings 
“ and all their meafures; and were extremely en- 
“ raged when they found that I had received 
“fome information concerning them: a ftrong 
“ proof that all i laid at captain Goddard’s was 
“ not fufficienc to acquire me their confidence ; 
“ and that they by no means looked upon me as 
“ a favourer of their proceedings. 

“ Tlie particulars of what happened after this, 
“ it is needlefs for me to relate. It is w'ell known 


“ with 
“ cauti 
“ ing. 


how much care I ufed every poffiible pre- 
ion to prevent any mifchief from happen- 
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** gade: at the fame time, both by letter and 
word of mouth, I conft^dy declared myfclf 
perfedbly fecure on that head ; and how adive 
** 1 was in bringing back the European troops to 
their duty, when on the i 4 rh of May they took 
to their arms, and feemed difpofed to follow 
“ their officers, in confequence (as they them- 
“ leives declared) of their having bc^n made to 
believe that 1 was going with them. 

“ I will nor trouble the court with any remarks 
on the juftnefs of my opinion, concerning the 
“ fpirit of violence with which the officers in ge- 
“ nerai were aduated, as fo many inconteftable 
“ proofs of it have fince appeared ; but I muft 
beg leave to mention a few circumftances, to 
«< evince how true were my fentiments of captain' 
“ Goddard, and how improbable is his afiertion, 
“ char he ffiould not have joined in the aflbciation 
“ had I not perfuaded him to it. Ele made him- 
“ feif a member of the fecret committee, to car- 
“ ry on a correfpondence with the other brigades, 
‘‘ and offered to carry offhis battalion, if the red 
■“ would do the fame; declaring, he was fure it 
“ would follow him all over India. About the 
“ I 2 th of May, taking a ride in my chaife with 
Mr. Sevan, I’ ftopt at a tope (or grove) where 
“ captain Goddard was *, and in the coiirfc of 
“ converfation, having expreffed my opinion, that 
“ lord Clive would never give up the point to 
** them ; he anfwered by ufing fome expreffions 
“ which I repeated to captain Sevan immediate- 
iy, and which the more convinced me of his 
“ violence. After thefe inftances of his iingo- 
** vernable temper, let it be confidered, whether 
“ it is not much more likely that he was induced 
to join with the reft by his own difpoiinon, 
“ than by the few arguments I ufed at his table j 

, ?/here 
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«« where I ihould not have faid any thing at all, 

“ had I not been apprehenllve of greater vio- 
« lences, both from him and from the reft of the 
“ officers ; and had not he in a manner obliged 
“ me to do it, by afking me the queftion I have 
“ related. If he afted in purfuance of my ad- 
“ vice, why did he fo careluily . conceal from me 
“ all the meafures that were carrying on in A- 
“ pril r And why did he ftrictly enjoin ferjeant 
“ Hardy, who was employed to carry fome of 
“ their feledt committee letters, to be particularly 
careful that I did not come to the knowledge 
“ of them ? As to captain Goddard’s aficrcion, 
“ that I pointed out to him in the chaife captain 
“ Bevan’s readinefs to join in the aftbciarion ; 
“ and Mr. Bagot’s, that at captain Goddard’s 
“ table 1 told them Melfieurs Bevan and Dunbar 
fhould be the firft to refign, they are certainly 
“ miitakes. I am very fure that I never laid any 
fuch thing: indeed it is not to be conceived 
“ that I ffiould 5 for 1 all along uled my utmoft 
“ endeavours to prevent thofe gentlemen fi-om. 
“ having any concern in the meafures that were 
“ taken ; and I cannot but think it a little 
“ ftrange, chat Mr. Bagot, who fat next to cap- 
“ tain Parker, at the lower end of two tables, 
“ whilil captain Goddard and I fat at the upper 
“ end, fhould be the only perfon to remember 
“ fo remarkable a circumftance. 

“ Captain Goddard’s aflerdon, relative ro nic'“ 
“ morials, imift alfo be a miflake. The conver- 
“ fition in queftion happened about the 2otlior 
“ 2;5th of January ; and the firft meiijoriai pre- 
“ fented was dated about the i'5ch of February. 
“ i do not recoilefl: indeed that memorials weie 
“ at all mentioned ; however it is a matter of no 
confequcnce 5 for if they had, 1 fliould certain- 
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“ ly have advifed againft them as 1 concluded' 
tliat lord Clive and the council would not re- 
“ peal their refoludoni and imagined the officers 
“ who feemed determined upon the recovery of 
the batta, would only be exafperated the 
more. 

Captain Goddard muft alfo be miltaken in 
“ what he mentioned of my advifing the Ichenie 
“ to be put into execution before the next*ffiips 
failed, as their carrying home accounts of the 
" batta being reduced would ilrengthen his lord- 
ffiip’s intereft lb much, that it would be im- 
“ poffiblc to attempt the recovery of it afterwards. 
*' The Grenville and Kent, which carried the news 
“ of the redudion of the batta, were difpatched 
“• the 29th of January, and it was thought would 
“ have been difpatched much fooner 5 fo that it 
was impoffible for any fcheme to have been put 
“ in execution in time. To this I may add, 
“ that I can bring proofs, if neceflary, that I 
“ have not been aduated with that fpirit of party 
“ which captain Goddard feems to infinuate. 
“ I am aftonifhed at captain Goddard’s affertingy 
“ that he wanted to make known the circum- 
** ftances of his prefent depofidon, to lord Clive 
‘‘ and general Carnac, but was prevented by be- 
“ ing ordered away from Monghyr. After the 
“ converiation which I have already mentioned 
“ to have paffed between us, the 12th or i gtb of 
“ May, he told me he intended going to Patna : 

being very glad to get rid of him, I encouraged 
“ him in his intention, and advifed him to go 
“ that very evening; Toon after leaving him, I 
“ met captain Pearfon walking with another gen- 
“ tleman, and told him I fliould fend orders to 
“ major Champion, to appoint him to the com- 
“ nunti of captain Goddard’s battalion. To the 

“ beft 
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‘ befi: of my recolledion, while I was talking to 
‘ captain Pcarfon. captain Goddard came gal- 
‘ loping up, and faid he had altered his mind, 
*= and would not go to Patna ; I told him he was 
‘ very fickle, and then proceeded on toMonghyr. 
' In the evening he came into the fort, in con- 
‘ tradition to exprefs orders, which had been 
*= given out, that no officer Ihould leave the de- 
‘ tachment." Apprehending he was come with 
‘ fome bad defign, I placed hircarahs (or fpies) 

< upon him, to give me intelligence what he was 
' about i and fome time afterwards, finding he 
‘ did not go out of the fort of his own accord, 

‘ I fent captain Smith to order him .out/ The., 
' next morning, in confequence of diredions I 
‘ had received from lord Clive, to fend down 
‘ to Calcutta fuch of the captains as had been 
‘ moft active, 1 ordered captain Goddard and 
' five other officers to prepare themfclves to fej: 
f our for Calcutta at five o’clock in the after- 
‘ noon ; an hour or two afterwards I received 
^ another letter from lord Clive, “ hoping the 
^'officers would rennain on doty till his arrival/* 

‘ whereupon I immediately wrote a letter to cap- 
' tain Goddard and the other officers, requefting 
‘ they would ftay till his lordHiip’s arrival, which 
‘ I afTured them would be the next day. I foon 
■ after met captain Goddard in one of thefquares, 

' engaged in altercation with captain Stainforth, 

' whom he accufed of intending to {fay behind 
‘ the refl: of the officers : after fome other con- 
‘ verliuion, I afleed him whether he had (hewn my 
‘ letter to the officers j he told me that 1 ffiould 
' foon have an anfwer to it. Some time after, 

‘ while I was fitting at dinner, he came to me 
‘ with captain-lieutenant Skinner ; I aflted them 
‘ if the. officers intended complying’ with my re- 

u ' ; 
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queft •, captain Skinner told me that he be- 
lieved they would ; upon which captain God- 
« dard immediately faid to him, “ anfwer for 
« yourfelf, I do not believe they will.” I allced 
« him, who would not ? He replied, “ captain 
“ Goddard will nor.” I have fince been inform- 
« ed, that at the meeting that was held to con- 
“ fider of it, he declared, that if no body elfe 
“ would, he would go alone. 

“ Thefe circumftances I have mentioned thus 
particularly, in order to Ihew how little foun- 
dation there is for his alTerting, that he was pre- 
vented from informing lord Clive, &c. by be- 
“ ing ordered away from Monghyr. 

“ As to my exprefilng my furprize, that an 
“ officer of captain Goddard’s fpirit did not join 
‘‘ in the refignation, I do not recollect fuch an 
“ expreffion was made ufe of by me at the con- 
« verfation held at captain Goddard’s tent. 

“ It is very true, that about the 30th of April 
1 told captain Goddard that I knew of all the 
meetings of the officers, and what palled at 
them. Some particulars came to my know- 
** ledge, as I have already related, about the 24th 
“ or 25th of April, and fome about the 27th. 
“ However, I have fince learned, there were ma- 
“ ny othef circumftances with which I was then 
‘‘ unacquainted. 

“ Whether captain Nowlan ever made the 
fpeech which Mr. Watts mentions, I do not 
“ know, but I am certain that I never heard 

■■‘■‘'."him.: ■".,■ 

■ “Ido not recolle( 5 l that lieutenant Dunbar ever 
“ informed me, before he went to Patna, of more 
“ than one meeting, and that was in the month 
of January.' ■ 

j There 
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There is one circumftance I muft take the 
liberty of mentioning, by way of proof that I 
have the good of the fervice at heart, and am 
not capable ofadvifihgany meafiirc detrimental 
** to it, to gratify my private purpofes. I ofFer- 
“ ed to pay out of my own pocket the penalty 
“ bonds of fix gentlemen, captain Stainfortb, 
“ lieutenant Shrimpton, Mr. M'Pherfon, Dunbar, 
Kyd, and enfign Patten, amounting to 24,00a 
** rupees, in order to induce them to quit the af- 
“ fociation, although I wa^ at the fame time fen- 
“ fible of its being v&rf uncertain, whether or 
not thofe gentlemen would ever be able to fe- 
“ pay me. 

“ I am forry to have troubled the court with 
“ fo long a detail, nor fhould I have done it, had 
“ not I judged it necelTary, in order to (hew how 
“ much the whole tenor of my conduit contra- 
“ dids the charge which has been brought againfl. 
** me. 1 have only one thing more to remark ; 
“ that in the converfation which pafTed at captain 
fS- Goddard’s, I never advifed any affociation, 
“ much lefs fuch violent ones as afterwards took 
“ place ; and chat I have often expreffed my opi- 
“ nion, that the officers who were determined up- 
on refigning, fhould have fent in their com- 
“ milfions one by one, inftead of combining to do 
“ it in a body. A- 

“ Can officers in the company’s fervice, not 
“ hound by any conrradfc, legally refign their 
“ commiffions without theionfentof the gover- 
nor and council, or are they guilty of mutiny 
in doing it ? If they are nor, can a perfon be 
guilty of mutiny in only advifing them to k ? — 
bur government icfelf, I think, has in a great 
degree. acknowledged, that the officers might 
“ refign rl'feir'commiffions, by refolvtug to oblige 
, H 3 * 
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them in future to fign contrads, and by put- 
ting the refignation of the officers of the firli 
brigade in public orders at the prefidency. 

“ But I will dwell no longer on this fubjedl:, 
“ of which you, gentlemen, muft be the beft 
judges, as I am very happy in the clearnefs of 
“ my own confcience, and in confidence that I 

( “ffiallbeabietojuftifymyowncondudljwith- 
“ out having recourfe to fuch arguments, by the 
“ teftimbny of the witnefles, which I now beg 
“ leave to call upon.” 

It now remains to be ffiewn how far fir Robert 
Fletcher hath, by the teftimony of witnefles, juf- 
tified his condud. 

Mr. George Vanfittart, fador in the company's 
fervice, being fworn by the court, and queftioned 
by fir Robert Fletcher, depofed, that during the 
time he was with fir Robert Fletcher, in the 
months of January and February 1765, he often 
heard him complain of the irregularities of many 
of the officers, and their inattention to their duty, 
and that he has frequently repeated the fame con^, 
plaints in letters, which he has received from hifii 
in the conrfe of the year 1765. As to wiffiing to 
get rid of fome of them for the public good, 
he was certain that fir Robert Fletcher often fpoke 
of the great plague and trouble he met with from 
fome of them, and the difficulty of getting them 
to comply with their duty j and that he under- 
ftood, from the general tenor of fir Robeft Flet- 
cher’s words and letters, that he did wiffi to get 
rid of fome of them, that he might the more ea- 
fily eftabliffi a proper difcipline : that as to the 
late afibciation, he never wrote to him for or 
againft: it : that with regard to the afibciation in 
1765, he wrote to him, on the X4th of May, that 
he entirely difapproved of it, and that the go- 
1 vernor 
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vernor and council mu ft either fupport their au- 
thority or give it up ; that with regard to the civil 
difputes, he received a letter from fir Robert 
Fletcher in November 1765, mentioning his hav- 
ing heard of the difputes at the board, and wifh- 
ing that all diflenfions were put an end to there, 
for the public good, as peace and unanimity were 
eftablifhed at home*, and that this was the pnly 
letter he remembered to have received from fir 
Robert Fletcher on civil difputes : that he did not 
recolleft to have heard captain Goddard declare 
his opinion of the reduftion of the bactaj he re- 
membered a few days after his arrival at Galcutta, 
his fpeakingjof the oiHcers ferving as volunteers, 
as a meafure that had obftruded their fuccefs. 

Captain Bevan being queftioned by fir Robert 
Fletcher, depofed, that fir Robert Fletcher, be- 
fore he dined at captain Goddard’s, advifed him 
(Bevan) in the ftrongeft terms, not to be con- 
cerned in the relignation : that in December, pre- 
vious to this advice, he affured him that neither 
i , he, nor the other gentlemen of his family, lieu- 

I tenants Kyd and Dunbar, ftiould lofe by the rc- 

f dudlion of the batta, as he would take care to 
make it up to them another way : that, notwith- 
ftanding all fir Robert 'Fletcher’s arguments a- 
I gainft a refignation, he believes he told him, in 

I the month of Janua-y^^when fir Robert ,came in- 

I to his room, that he'*^could not but refign with 

, the reft : that fir Robert Fletcher has frequently 

' complained of the irregulaHties of the officers ; 

and to the beft of his knowledge, he, fir Robert 
I Fletcher, has wiflied to get rid of fame of them, 

i in hopes of reforming the reft : that he dined 

with lieutenant Shrimpton the fame day fir 
: Robert Fletcher dined with captain Goddard, in 

I January j that he did not remember to have heard 

! H 3 mention 
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mention made of an intention of the officers to 
ferve as volunteers, before that day ; that in Ja- 
nuary, when the officers of the firll brigade com- 
plained of the redudion of the batta, he imagin- 
ed they feemed determined at all events to reco- 
ver it or quit the fervice : that to the beft of his 
recolkdion, when it came to fir Robert’s knov/- 
ledge, in April, that the officers had engaged in 
an affociation, he expreiTed his I'urprife at its be- 
ing carried on without his knowledge ; and that 
he believed hr Robert then expreffied his firm be- 
lief that a refignation of commiffions had been 
entirely laid afide : that, a day or two after the 
time when he (Sevan) was applied to for his com- 
miffion, he thinks fir Robert hletcher might have 
laid, that he could not then believe the refigna- 
tion would adually take place : that, towards the 
latter end of April, he heard fir Robert Fletcher 
life arguments with lieutenant Knott, to prevent 
his joining with the reft: that on the morning 
when fir Robert Fletcher heard that the officers 
had written to Madrafs, to prevent thofe of that 
eftabliffiment from coming to Bengal, he imme- 
diately wrote a letter to his brother, and forward- 
ed it to lord Clive. 

The original letter, which was laid before the 
court, was as follows : 

“ My dear brother,: 

Having been this moment informed, that 
“ letters are written to Madrafs by fome of our 
military gentry, advifing thofe of your efta- 
blifhment, that an affociation will certainly take 
place here, for refigning all commiffions, un- 
«« lefs the double batta , be reftored, and repre- 
fencing to you the hardlhips of the fervice in 
fuch ftrong colours as tq prevent, if poffible, 

your 
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ts your complying with orders that may be fent 
“ for the removal of feme of your officers hither, 
“ I mufl. entreat you by every tie, public as well 
“ as private, to exert yourfelf in rendering fuch 
letters ineffedual, and to prevail on your 
“ brother officers to fly to Bengal with the 
flime zeal and chearfulnefs as if you were 
“ taking a voyage for the defence of your native 
country. 

I remain, &c. 

“ (fjgned) Rob. Fletcher.” 

Captain Bevan, the queifions being Rill put 
to him by fir Robert Fletcher, farther depofed, 
that he believed fir Robert Fletcher told him, on 
the 24th or 2 5Ch of April, that he had received 
private intelligence from a gentleman, that the 
officers were to deliver in their commilTions to 
him on the firft day of May ; that a day or two 
iiefore the refignation, flr Robert Fletcher told 
him, he had heard of an intended mutiny, but 
could give no credit to the report •, that after the 
affair of the refignation became public, he often 
heard fir Robert Fletcher fay, it was his firm be- 
lief that lord Clive would never give up the point 
to the officers ; that he believed fir Robert Flet- 
cher, after the refignation took place, mentioned 
to him, that lord Clive had got a fine opportuni- 
ty of weeding the army, which would be of great 
advantage to the fervice ; that on the 12th or 13th 
of May, when fir Robert Fletcher, and he (Be- 
van) rode out in the chaife, they floptin the tope 
(or grove) where captain Coddard was encamp- 
ed, that fir Robert Fletcher talked to captain 
Goddard in private about eight or nine minutes, 
and immediately returned to his chaife ; foon af- 
ter which, to the befit of his recoileftion, be id- 
H4 formed 
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formed him, that captain Goddard had afl-j^ed 
leave to go to Patna, to avoid, as he faid, feeing 
lord Clive and general Carnac ; and that he had 
not only granted it, but urged his fetcing off that 
very evening; that he alfo faid he was happy 
in the thought of having captain Pearfon at the 
head of his battalion ; that when captain Goddard 
came into the fort that night, contrary to orders, 
fir Robert Fletcher expfeffed his fears that he 
would be about no good, and ordered him 
(Bevan) to place hircarrahs (or fpies) over him ; 
that he remembers fir Robert Fletcher foon after 
fent captain Smith, he believed, svith orders to 
captain Goddard to leave the garriibn •, and that 
he, that night, fent fecret orders to major Cham- 
pion to be watchful over captain Goddard*s bat- 
talion ; that he had often heard fir Robert Flet- 
cher, in January, and afterwards, fpeak of cap- 
tain Goddard in very unfavourable terms ; and 
he believes that, towards the lacier end of April, 
fir Robert Fletcher gave it a-? his opinion, that 
lord Clive would find no difficulty in getting as 
many officers to return to the fervice as he 
pleafed ; that on the 14th (May) in the morning, 
after fir Robert Fletcher had ordered captain 
Goddard and fome other officers to fet off for 
Calcutta by five o’clock that evening, he wrote 
a letter to captain Goddard and the reft of the 
officers of the brigade, requeuing k as a favour 
they would remain till next day, v.’hen he affur- 
,ed them lord Clive would arrive that he be- 
lieves when fir Robert Fletcher, in the month of 
January, advifed him ' agajnft joining in the re- 
fignation, he told him, that thofe in particular 
who enjoyed double pofts would incur the dif- 
pleafure of the governor and council, and not be 
re- admitted into the fervice ; that, to the beftof 

his 
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his knowkdgCj after the firft of May, when the 
ofEcers had given in their cornmiilions to fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher, he (fir Robert) expreffed his fur- 
prize that they had fcnt them inja bundle, obferv- 
ing, that he expedted every one would have given 
in his own, or words to that purpofe. 

The honourable Charles Stuart, writer in the 
Company’s fervice, being fworn, and the quef- 
tion being put by fir Robert Fletcher, depofed, 
that he had often heard fir Robert Fletcher, par- 
ticularly in November 1765, complain of the 
licentioufnefs of many of the officers, and 
wifli to get rid -of them, in hopes thereby of 
eftablifhing difcipline and good order among 
the reft. 

Captain Henry Watfon, quarter*mafter-gene- 
ral, being fworn, and the queftioo being put by 
fir Robert Fletcher, depofed, that he often heard 
fir Robert Fletcher complain of the irregularities 
of the officers of the firft brigade, and their inat- 
tention to his ordervS *, that this was a little while 
before the afibciation^ and that he even heard him 
mention the fame fome months before that time; 
but that he cannot charge his memory with fir 
Robert Fletcher’s having wifiied to get rid of 
fome of them, in hopes thereby of eftablifhing dif- 
cipline among the reft. 

Mr. James Dunbar being recalled into court, 
and the queflio-ns being put by fir Robert Flet- 
cher, depofed, that whilft he aded as fir Robert 
Fletcher’s aid de camp, fir Robert often exprefled 
his uneafinefs to him on account of the irregula- 
rities of ibme of the officers of the firft brigade; 
that he frequently faid he was determined at all 
rifqnes, for his own peace and quiet, to effed a 
reformation, or words to that purpofe; that up- 
on receipt of a letter from general Carnac, re- 
garding 
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garding courts- martial, he faid he was made un- 
eafy by it, or words to chat purpofe ; that to the 
beft of his recolledion, in' the month of January, 
before he dined with fir Robert Fletcher at cap- 
tain Goddard’s, fir Robert told him, if thofe who 
held double polls refigned the fervice, they in 
particular would not be re-admitted, or words to 
that purpofe 5 that, to the bell of his recolledlion, 
he told fir Robert Fletcher he could not fubfifi: 
■without his double poll, or words to that efFedl 5 
that when he told fir Robert Fletcher, in the 
month of April, that he had agreed to join with 
the reft of the officers engaged in the refignation, 
fir Robert reprimanded him for fo doing in the 
ftrongeft terms, and told him, that he expected 
a very different condudt both from him and Mr. 
Kyd, or words to that purpofe j that to the beft 
of his recolleflion, the day he dined in captain 
Goddard’s tent with fir Robert Fletcher, he fat 
next to captain Roper, who fat next to captain 
Goddard 5 that with regard to the converfation 
between captain Goddard and fir Robert Flet- 
cher, the firft thing that paffed was captain God- 
dard’s afleing fir Robert Fletcher what he would 
do, fuppofing all the officers of the brigade v/ere 
to leave him *, to which fir Robert Fletcher re- 
plied, that would not be a good fcheme. He 
faid, better give in your commiffions to me, and 
ferve as volunteers till the pleafure of the gover- 
nor and council is known ; and that then, a little 
after this, fir Robert Fletcher faid, if the officers 
refigned before the fihips failed for Europe, it 
was probable they would carry their point, or 
words to that purpofe 5 that he underftood from 
captain Goddard’s converfation, that he thought 
himfelf ill ufed in not being confuked on the oc- 
cafion, he being the oldeft captain prefen tj chat, 

, .to 
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to the beft of his recollection, he heard firHoberc 
Fletcher, in January, give lieutenant Kyd advice 
againft refigning the fervice *, that he was prefenc 
at a meeting of the officers, when upon fir 
Robert Fletcher and captain Sevan paffing 
through the fquare, where it was held, the 
doors were immediately {hut, and the lights put 
out, to prevent its coming to Or Robert Fletcher’s 
knowledge* 

Mr. James Watts being recalled into court, 
and the qiieftions being put by fir Robert Flet- 
cher, depofed, chat he heard captain Goddard 
fay, as a reafen for his not joining fooner with the. 
officers in the refignation, that he thought him- 
felf flighted, in not being particularly confulted, 
as the Okie (I officer, or words to that purpofe; 
that he has heard captain Goddard make ufe of 
fome fuch expreflions as thefej viz. that it was 
the officers own fault if they did not carry their 
point \ that he has heard fome officers fay, before 
the firfl: of May, but he cannot remember who, 
that they were apprehenfive fir Robert Fletcher 
would make them prifoners, and not accept of 
their commifTions •, that, fuppofing the public 
officers of fir Robert Fletcher’s family had not 
entered into the alTociation, he cannot pretend to 
lay what effect their example might have had up- 
on him before he had engaged himfelf in the affo- 
ciation j but after he had, neither their example, 
nor what fir Robert Fletcher could have faid, 
would have prevented him fronn adhering to his 
engagements ; and that, during the time he was 
,at Monghyr, fir Robert Fletcher dined with him 
once only. 

William Patron, enfign in the firft regiment 
of infantry, being duly fworn, and queftioned by 
fir Robert Fletcher, depofed, that if the public 

officers 
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officers of fir Robert Fletcher’s family had not en- 
tered into the affociation, this deponent would 
uot have engaged in it; that in the beginning of 
January, when the officers firfl: had a meeting, 
the reafon given by the officers why captain God- 
dard did not join with the reft was, that he ("God- 
dard) thought he ftiould have been particularly 
confulted ; and as he was the oldeft captain, he 
e/pedled the reft of the officers ftiould have met 
at his tent-, that fir Robert Fletcher fent for this 
deponent about the 22d of April, and advifed 
him to have no concern in the affociation ; that 
fir Robert Fletcher propofed to advance him 
500 1. in order that he might pay the penalty 
bond, provided he would dilengage himfelffrom 
the affociation ; but that he could not accept the 
offer, as he confidered himfelf as farther bound j 
that when the officers were carrying on the 
fchetne of refignation, they ufed much precau- 
tion to keep it from the knowledge of fir Robert 
Fletcher*, that towards the end of April, when 
the officers firft knew their proceedings bad 
come to the knowledge of fir Robert Flet- 
cher, they Teemed afraid of being fent down 
to Calcutta, and expreffed great refentment 
againft the informer; that on the 14th of May, 
when the officers were deliberating upon fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher’s letter, reqiiefting they would ftay 
till the arrival of lord Clive, this deponent heard 
captain Goddard fay, that, though all the offi- 
cers ftiould agree to ftxiy, he would go away 
alone ; and that when fir Robert Fletcher advif- 
ed him againft refigning, he (fir Robert) told 
him, that as he enjoyed a double allowance, as a 
Teapoy officer, he would, by quitting the Tervice, 
To far incur the difpkafure of the governor and 
council as never to be admitted into the fervice 
again, or words to that effed. 


Allen 


( W9 ) 

Allen M^Pherfon, lieutenant in the firft regi- 
ment of infantry on the Bengal eftabViflimenr, 
being duly fworn, and quettioned by fir Robert 
Pletcher, depofed, that the officers feemed de- 
termined to have the batta reftored, or quit the 
fervice ; that he thinks, if the public officers of 
fir Robert Fletcher’s family had not entered into 
the affociation, he (hould not have engaged in it ; 
that iir Robert Fletcher fent to this deponent, 
between the 20th and 25th of April, and advifed 
him to have no concern in the afibciaiion ; and 
that fir Robert fent for him again in May, and 
advifed him by no means to fuller this deponent’s 
brother to leave the brigade, and at the fame 
time offered to advance him money to pay the 
500 1 penalty which he would be liable to incur 
by retracing. 

John Shrimpton, lieutenant in the firf!: regi- 
ment of infantry on the Bengal eftabiiffimenf, be- 
ing duly fworn, and queftioncd by fir Robert 
Fletcher, depofed, that about the 20th or 25th 
of April, fir Robert Fletcher fent for this de- 
ponent, and allured him, that it was his (fir Ro- 
bert’s) opinion, lord Clive would never give way 
to the combination of the officers; and chat to 
the bell of his knowledge, he told fir Robert Flet- 
cher, that he could not recracf at that time ; and 
that in the beginning of May fir Robert Fletcher 
offered to advance this deponent money to 
the 500 1 . penalty, which he was liable to incur 
by retracing. 

Captain Frederick Thomas Smith, being re- 
called into court, and the queftions being put to 
him by fir Robert Fletcher, depofed, that, during 
the time he was at Monghyr (between the i ich 
and 17th of May, lydd) iir Robert Fletcher’s 
condud, in regard to his preventing and quelling 
dillurbances among the officers and foldicr.s, was, 
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in every refpe6l, becoming the charaifter of a good 
officer ; that fir Robert Fletcher lent this depon e 
ent with pofitive orders to turn captain Goddard 
out of the fort at Monghyr; and that on the 14th 
of May, about dinner time, fir Robert Fietcher 
ffiewed captain Goddard lord Clivers letter, re- 
queuing the officers to ftay till his lord ffi ip’s ar- 
rival at Monghyr. 

Mofes Crawford, late furgeor/s affifiant, now 
enfign in the firft regiment of infantry on the Ben- 
gal eflabliffimenr, being duly fworn, and quef- 
tioned by fir Robert Fietcher, depofcd, That fir 
Robert fent for this deponent twice, and made 
life of feveral arguments with him to accept a 
comniifiion, which at iaft induced him to enter 
into the army i and that fir Robert Fletcher ap- 
pointed two iergeants to adl as officers at the fame 
time. 

Philip Muflcard, lieutenant fire- worker in the 
firfi: company of artillery, being fworn, and the 
qucftions put to him by 'dr Robert Fletcher, de- 
pofed, That fir Robert Fletcher fent for this de- 
ponent on the 14th of May, at which time he 
Was a condudor of artillery *, and alfo lent for 
Mr, RaQificId, another conductor, and offered 
to appoint them to ad as officers. 

James Crawford, lieutenant in the fourth bat- 
talion of feapoys, being fworn, depoled. That 
on the iijth of May he received orders from fir 
Robert Fietcher, dated the loihor nth of May, 
to join the brigade with all poffibie expedition ; 
and that he began his march on the 13th (May) in 
confequence of orders from lord Clive, dated the 
qth of May ; that he arrived at Monghyr, which 
is between 50 and 60 cofs diftant from his poft, 
on the 17th ‘ and that, upon his arrival, fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher uled many arguments with him to 
continue in the lervice. 
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George Brown, lieutenant in the firll regiment 
of infantry, being fworn, depofed, That on the 
I ft of May he was ftationed at Tarrapore, and that 
he received orders from fir Robert Fletcher for 
recalling him to Monghyr j that he arrived there 
on the 1 6th or 17th of May, and chat upon his 
arrival, fir Robert Fletcher ufed many arguments 
with him to remain in the fervice. 

Alexander Hardy, late enfign in the firft, now 
of the fecond regiment of infantry on the Bengal 
eftablifhment, being fworn, and queftioned, by 
fir Robert Fletcher, depofed, That he copied a 
letter for captain Goddard, addreffed to the offi- 
cers of the third brigade; and that captain God- 
dard enjoined him to conceal the contents of it 
from every one, particularly from the colonel ; 
and being allced, who did he fuppofe captain 
Goddard meant by the colonel ? he replied, lieu- 
tenant-colonel fir Robert Fletcher. 

Thomas Carnegie, forgeon to the Patna fac- 
tory, being fworn, and the queftions put to him 
by fir Robert Fletcher, depofed, that about the 
latter end of January, to the beft of his remem- 
brance, he heard it publicly talked of at Cal- 
cutta, that the officers intended to refign and 
fend down their commiffions, 

Philip Daniel, fergeanc in liciitenant-colonef fir 
Robert Fletcher’s company in the firft regiment 
of infantry on the Bengal eftablifhment, being 
fworn, and queftioned by fir Robert Fletcher, de- 
pofed, That on the jqth of May heobferved a 
great part of the regiment got underarms, in a 
tumultuous, mutinous manner; and foon after, 
fir Robert Fletcher appeared on the parade, and 
demanded the reafon of their unfoldierlike beha- 
viour : he told them, that it was his defire they 
fhouid return to their barracks; and afiured them,' 
7 that 
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that if every oScer of the brigade fhould leave 
them, he would ftay with them; upon which the 
regiment did return to their barracks: the de- 
ponent further faid, he has heard a good many of 
the regiment, he believes the major pare of them, 
fay, that if it was not for the particular regard 
they had for the colonel, they would every man 
have gone away with the officers ; and that on the 
14th of May two volunteers, Meffi Haldam and 
Skinner, were appointed to ad as officers. 

The fum of thefe evidences is, That fir Robert 
Fletcher had frequently complained of the irre- 
gularities of many of the officers, and their inat- 
tention to their duty — that he wifiied to get rid of 
fome of them, in order to eftablifii a proper dif- 
cipline ; — ^that before the time of his dining with 
captain Goddard in January, he advifed his ma- 
jor of brigade (captain Bevan) not to be concern- 
ed in the refignation ; and in April following, 
exprefled his furprife, that an affiociation was 
formed; his expedation being, that the officers 
would each deliver in his own commiffion, and 
not refign in a body — that upon captain God- 
dard’s aflcing him, what he would do if all die 
officers of the brigade were to leave him ? he re- 
plied, that would not be a good fcheme-— that they 
had better give in their commiffions to him, and 
ferve as volunteers till the pleafure of the gover- 
nor and council ffiould be known-— and that, if 
they refigned before the Jffiips failed for Europe, 
it was probable they would carry their point— 
that heufed arguments with leveralof his officers 
to dilTuade them from refigning — that in order fo 
prevail upon Meffi Patton, M'Pherfon, and 
Shrimpton, to continue in the fervice, and to in- 
demnify them for reiinquiffiing the affociation, 
he offered to advance to each of them the 500]. 

which 
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tehich they were feverally liable to pay for retract- 

iiTg — that on the third of May he wrote a 
IcEctr to his brother on the coafta, conjuring ium 
to counrerad the efforts making by the Bengal 
oiricers, to prevent thole of fVladrafs from com- 
ing to fupply their places— -that upon the I nh 
May, in confequence of a letter from lord Ciive, 
he defired the officers to do duty till next day, 
■when his iordfiiip would arrive — and that, whejn 
the European regiment (the 14th Mayl got un- 
der arms in a tumultuous manner, he exerted 
himfeif to preferve difeipline and prevent a mu- 
tiny. 

Sir Robert Fletcher having acquainted the 
court. That he had no more evidences to call 
upon, the judge advocate replied, “ That molt 
of the points which had been endeavoiired to 
“ be proved againlt fir Robert Fletcher remain- 
“ ing uncontroverted, he did not trouble the 
court with the examination of any evidences in 
‘‘ reply. He only begged leave to obferve,, 
That it appeared to the court, upon the joint 
evidence of captain Goddard, captain Roper, 
captain Bevan, Mr. Dunbar, and other evi- 
“ denccs, that a fcheme of refignation of com-* 
miffions came to the knowledge of fir Robert 
“ Fletcher in the month of January iall; and that 
“ fir Robert Fletcher had not made it appear to 
the court, that he, at that or any other period 
of time, made lord Clive, or general Carnac, 
Of the governor and council, acquainted there- 
“ with.” Upon which fir .Robert Fletcher made 
the foilov/mg obfervation. 

As I was not charged, in the courfe of the 
** evidence againfb me, with negleding to give 
due information to lord Clive, &c. in January 
“ laihj I did not think it at all neceffary to trouble 
I « the 




( ) 

“ the court on that head. In anfwer to the firit 
“ part of the judge advocate’s obfervation, I 
“ muft remark, that no fcheme of refignatioa 
came to my knowledge in January laitj nor 
“ was any fcheme formed. Mr. Dunbar did 
“ mention fomething to me of a meeting of the 
« officers in January laft; but at that meeting 
** not a word of refignation was mentioned, nor 
any fcheme whatfoever propofed. In this ftate 
of uncertainty did things continue until a day 
“ or two after I dined with captain Goddard, 
“ when I was afibred that the officers had deter- 
“ mined to addrefs the governor and council,. 

and it was my wifhes that fo difagreeable a fub- 
“ je6l fhouid go from themfelves, rather tham 
from me, to his lordfl^ip; as a proof of which,. 
« I advifed their fending their addrefs immedi- 
“ ately (and not through me) to the general. 
“ The. general’s anfwer was in the like manner 
addreffed to them. Had the talk of a general 
“ refignation been confined to Mongbyr, I fhouid 
“ certainly have written to his lordlliip as foon- 
as I heard of it; but at that very time, the 
“ fubjedt was publicly fpoken of every where 
“ elfe ; and as I was then well informed, parti- 
“ cularly in Calcutta, and could not poffibly efcape 
“ his lordfliip’s ears. I thought it therefore much 
“ better for me to remain quiet, and keep in their 
“ confidence till they had come to fome deter- 
“ mination, than prematurely to trouble his 
“ lordfhip with rumours which 1 knew were pub- 
“ lie, and for which I imagined 1 fliould not 
have been thanked, particularly as I had bus 
a fliort time before got a fevere reprimand from 
“ the committee, fof writing on the fubjt dt of 
the battaof .tbe commanding officers of the 
“ brigades; and, as a farther proof of the juft- 
,6 “ nefs 
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nefs of that opinion, I fliall obferve to the 
“ court, that when his lordftiip was at Chiiprah^ 
« I mentioned in one of my letters to him, that 
the oificers of the regimcnc complained again 
of the infufFiciency of their allowance, for 
“ which I got another reprimand, and was told, 
that he was furprifed at my mentionirig a fub* 
“ je( 51 : which I knew the board was determined 
“ to difcouiage. It was not till very near the 
“ time of my dining with captain Goddard that: 
“ I gave over hopes ofdilTuading my own fami- 
“ ly, by which 1 fliould have brought the whole 
“ to nothing; and it was my refolution to have 
“ given lord Clive an account of that day’s con- 
“ verfation immediately, had I nor found, that, 
“ inftead of adopting the fcheme which I propof- 
“ ed, they had determined to addrefs the board. 
“ About the 24th of April I informed his lord- 
fliip, that the officers had three months before 
“ talked of refigning, if their batta was not re- 
“ ftored ; and his lordflhip at that time entirely 
“approved of my conduct. In like manner, 
“ when the officers determination to refign came 
“ to my knowledge, about the 20th of April, I 
“ firft of all ufed my endeavours to break it off 
“ myfelf, by perfuading all, over whom I had 
“ the lead influence, not to perfiil in it, till find- 
“ ing I could liot fucceed, and being affured by 
“ the additional information which I received 
“ the 24.th or 25th, that they would certainly put 
“ their fcheme in execution, ,1 then gave imme- 
“diace notice to his lordlhip. i muff remark, 
that in one of my letters to his lordfhip, be- 
“ fore his arrival at Monghyr, about the 12th 
“ or 13th of May, I did inform him that I had 
“ once pretended to enter into fome of their in- 
“ tended meafures, in order to gain their cOnfi- 
I 2 dence, 
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dence, and mentioned it again to him at 
“ Monghyr. I farther beg leave to inform the 
“ court, that lord Clive found it needlels to an- 
“ fwer my letter of the i2th or i gth of May, be- 
“ caufe his lordlhip expeded to be in Monghyr 
“ himfelf the next day. On the 15th, when his 
“ lordlhip arrived, I, among other remarks, re- 
“ peated to his lordfliip what I mentioned in that 
« letter, and his lordlhip cxprelTed himfeif en- 
“ tirely fatisfied with my conduft. 

“ The court then enquired of iieutenant-co- 
lonel fir Robert Fletcher, if he could produce 
“ any proofs of lord Clive’s having exprelTed 
“ himfeif entirely fatisfied v/ith his condnd •, to 
“ which fir Robert Fletcher replied, no he could 
“ not, as it was a private converfation between 
“ lord Clive and him ♦, and this did not occur tq 
“ fir Robert Fletcher, until the prefident allted 
“ him if lord Clive anfwered his letter of the 12th 
“ or 13th of May. 

“ Sir Robert Fletcher then begged leave to 
“ lay before the court, an extradl from his let- 
“ ter to lord Clive dated the 25th of April, 
“ together with his lordihip’s anfwer -j-, and de- 
“ fired that the court would admit of their being 
“entered upon the face of the proceedings; 
“ which being agreed to, they were entered ac- 
cordingly.’V 

It has not in the courfe of our narrative ap- 
peared, nor have we feen it on the trial attempt- 
ed to be proved, that fir Robert Fletcher gave 
any information to his colonel, or to the com- 
mander in chief (previous to his letter to lord 
Clive, dated the 25th of April) that the officers 
had entered into a general combination to reiign 
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their commiffions j and even that letter was not 
written till colonel fir Robert Barker had taken 
the alarm, as appears by his letter to fir Robert 
Fletcher of the 21ft (Appendix No. y.) 

Sir Robert Fletcher in his letter of the 14th 
of May tells lord Clive, that fo long ago as Ja- 
nuary he heard, “ The whole were to form apian 
“ of quitting the brigades without giving any 
“ warning.” This furely was a combination of 
a very alarming nature, and the intelligence 
ought to have been communicated to the go* 
vernor; but fir Robert did not communicate it 
even to his colonel. In the month of June, 
when he finds that reports are circulated to his 
prejudice, he endeavours, by his letter to lord 
Clive, dated the 2 2d, to invalidate thofe reports *, 
and, amongft other arguments, in vindication of 
his condud, advances the following : “ As for 
“ the combination itfelf, it was near the end of 
“ April before I knew any thing of it.” How 
are the!?; palpable contradictions to be recon- 
ciled Let us look intp^ his trial •, let us read 
his defence ; there we fiid them multiplied : for 
when the judge advocate obferved to the court, 
that upon the joint evidence of captain Goddard, 
captain Roper, captain Bevan, Mr. Dunbar, and 
ochens, that a fcheme of refignation of corn- 
mi fiions came to the knowledge of fir Roberr 
Fletcher in the month of January; and that fir 
Robert Fletcher had not made it appear to the 
court, that he, at that or any other period of 
time, made lord Clive, general Carnac, or the 
governor and council, acquainted therewith, fir 
Robert Fletcher replied, I mull; remark that 
“ no fcheme of refignation came to my know- 
' led ge in January laft, nor was any fcheme then 
‘ f ormed. Mr. Dunbar did mention fomething 
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to me of a meeting of the officers in January 
laft ; but at that meeting not a word of refig- 
“ nation was mentioned, nor any fcheme what- 
“ ever propofed.” The moft favourable inter- 
pretation that can be put upon thefe contradic- 
tions is very equivocal ; viz. that he heard in Ja- 
nuary, the whole were to form a plan of quitting 
the brigades, without giving any warning •, but 
that he did not hear the plan was adfually form- 
ed in January ; and farther, that no fcheme of 
refignation came to bis knowledge, although the 
intention to form a plan of quitting the brigades 
without giving any warning, did come to his 
knowledge, — To reconcile this feeming contra- 
didion, we muft fu ppofe fir Robert Fletcher 
means to fet up a diflindtion between a fcheme of 
refignation, and a fcheme of dcfertion •, the for- 
mer he did not hear of, the latter he did. But 
Mr. Dunbar, his own aid de camp, has pofitively 
fworn, that in the month of January, a con- 
verfation did pafs between fir Hobsrt Fletcher 
and him, upon the fubjedl of a genera! refig- 
nation and his major of brigade, captain 
Bevan, has pofidvely fworn, “ that about the lat- 
ter end of December, or beginnin| of January, 
“ fir Robert Fletcher came into his room (he 
then keeping his bed), and told him that he 
heard the officers intended to refign their com- 
“ miffions, on account of the batta being re- 
“ duced.’* 

That a general refignation of the officers of the 
firfi: brigade was the fubjedt of converfation, at 
captain Goddard’s table, in January j that fir 
Robert Fletcher difcourfed with them upon the 
fubjedl:, and propofed to them a fcheme for con- 
ducting it, has been proved by the depofitions of 
the whole company : fir Robert himfelf acknow- 
ledges 
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lx!%es as mneh, and likewife that he knew of the 
intention of the officers, even before that day. 
His words are thefe. “ It was not till very near 
the time of my dining with captain Goddard 
“ (the latter end of December or beginning of 
January) that I gave over hopes of dilTuading 
“ my own family, by which ! fhould have brought 
the whole to nothing ; and it was my refolu- 
‘‘ tion to have given lord Clive an account of 
‘‘ that day’s converfation immediately, had not 
I found, that, inftead of adopting the fcheme 
“ I propofed, they determined to addrefs the 
board.” His aid de camp was farther fworn, 
“ that, to the bcft of his recolledion, he ac- 
qiiainted fir Robert Fletcher, between the i8th 
‘‘ and 20th of April, that the officers had receiv- 
** ed favourable accounts from the other bri- 
gades and doubts not that he alfo acquaint- 
ed fir Robert Fletcher, between the i8th and 
20th of April, that the officers received letters 
“ from the other brigades, and alfo wrote letters 
** to them, upon the fubjedb of the refignation.” 

“ Sir Robert Hetchtf himfelf acknowledges, 
“ that the officers determination to refign came 
to his knowledge about the 20th of April ; 
and that after the 20th it began to be reported 
that the officers of the fecond brigade had en- 
gaged in a like afiociation ; but that he does 
not recolleft any thing certain of them till the 
24.th or 25th, when talking with a gentleman, 
who had joined with the relt, and pretending 
‘‘ to be acquainted with every thing before, he 
learnt from him, that and many other circum- 
fiances ; particularly, that the firll of May was 
fixed upon for rcfigning, and that the officers 
had ibme thoughts of ferving as volunteers till 
14 “ the 
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the pleafi^re of the governor and councii Hiould 
‘‘ be known ” 

"Why did he not immediately communicate all 
this intelligence to his fu.periors, to whom it cer- 
tainly was his duty to communicate every the 
moft minute c ire urn fiance that came to his know- 
ledge relating to fuch a dangerous combination ? 
He could not but judge it to be particularly re- 
quifire that lord Clive and colonel Smith Ibould 
be made acquainted, as early as poffible, vvitli 
the intention of the officers of the fecond brigade, 
whofe refignation was likely to be attended' with 
tlie moft fatal confequenccs, as they were upon 
aiftiial fervice, and at the diftance of eight hun- 
dred miles from the prefidency. But he did not 
divulge the intentions of the brigade upder hk 
own command at XvIonghyr, till the 25th of April 
(fix days only before the day fixed upon for the 
refignation) when he wrote to lord Clive, men- 
tioning the intended refignation of the officers of 
the firft brigade as a meafure which feemed likely 
to take place, and which had juft then only come 
to his knowledge; and even that letter was not 
written till after he had received fir Robert Bar- 
ker’s of the 2 1 ft, by which he found the plot was 
prematurely difeovered at Patna, and would of 
courfe be immediately communicated by others, 
if not by him. It is alfo to be obferved, that lord 
Clive did not receive any letter from fir Robert 
Fletcher between that of the 25th April, which 
gave the firft intimation of the aifair, and that of 
the jftof May, which informed his lordOiip that 
fir Robert Fletcher had actually accepted the 
commiffions of the officers of the firft brigade. 

The concealment, however (though that alone 
by the fourth article of the fecond fedion of the 
articles of war is a capital offence) is the lighteft 

part 
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part of the charge againft fir Robert Fletcher* 
the excitement of fedicion or mutiny, is the prin- 
cipal point ; and we fhall here colled the proofs, 
impartially, from his own words, and from the 
fads which ftand upon the proceedings of the 
general court martial. 

Captain Goddard has pofitively fwoni, that in 
a company confifting of fir Robert Fletcher, cap- 
tains Roper and Parker, lieutenants Watts, Dun- 
bar, Bevan, and Francis, and Mr. Bagot, the fur- 
geon, who dined with him in December 17^5, 
or in Jknuary 1766, the redudioh of the batta 
being the fubjed of converfation, fit Robert Flet- 
cher faid, that he thought the memorials which 
had been prefented would have no efPed, altho* 
the orders of the company on that head were not 
pofidve ; that he then declared, there was one 
method to recover it, and that was by a general 
relignatioD, which could not fail of fuccefSf as 
the diflenfion of the civil, joined to that of the 
military, would carry every thing ; that the dif- 
conrfe then turning upon the method of refign- 
ing, fir Robert Fletcher faid, fend me your com- 
“ miffions and I will receive them,” and advifed 
the fcheme flionld be put into execution before 
the next fliips failed for England ; as their car- 
rying home accounts of the batta being reduced 
would ftrengthen lord Clive’s intereft fo much, 
that it would be in vain to attempt the recovery 
of it hereafter ; and intimated at parting, that it 
might be prejudicial to him to have that conver- 
fation repeated : that fir Robert Fletcher after- 
wards, in private, pointed out to him the readi- 
nefs of Mr. Bevan’s (the brigade major) joining in 
the refignation : that thefe arguments of fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher, added to a fufpicion that had been 
entertained of his wanting to get a majority by 
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the refignatlon of others, induced him to enter 
into the combination to which he had been before 
averfe : and that fir Robert Fhtcher had, pub- 
licly at table that day, exprelTed his furprile that 
captain Goddard had not joined in the combina- 
tion, as he thought an offi: er of his fpirit fhould 
have been the hrft to have engaged in it, or words 
to that effed. 

Captain Roper has confirmed the greatefl; part 
of captain Goddard’s evidence : be has fworn, 
that fir Robert Fletcher, in that converfation, 
gave it as his^opinion, that the memorials tp the 
board would prove ineffeduai j that, the refigna- 
tion being mentioned, he faid that was the only 
method j and that the prefent dilfenfions amongft 
the civilians in Calcutta would greatly favour 
fuch a meafure, or words to that effed : that he 
would accept of the^commifiions ; and diat what- 
ever was to be done, ought to be finifhed before 
the fliips failed. 

Mr. Watts fwears, that at the time abovemen- ' 
tioned, the converfation turning upon the reduc- 
tion of the batta, remonftrances and a general 
refignation were calked of to remove it ; when 
fir Robert Fletcher gave it as his opinion, that if 
a general refignation fliould take place, the batta 
would be reftored ; and propofed, that the com- 
mifiions fliould be delivered up at the commence- 
ment of a month ; that thecilicers fliould receive 
no pay, but ferve as volunteers till the determi- 
nation of the governor and council fhould be 
known ; and that upon ihofe conditions he would 
accept of the comniifiions. Mr. Watrs farther 
depoles, that he heard fir Robert Fletcher men- 
tion the departure of the Europe fnips, and that 
he heard the word dijfention mentioned, tho’ he 
dees not recoiled what was laid upon thofe fub- 
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je6ls : that upon the ftrength of what captain 
Goddard has told him, he might have declared 
that captain Goddard was influenced by fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher to relign his commiffion. 

Mr, Francis fwears, that in the con rfe of that 
daj/’s converfation, fir Robert Fletcher aflced cap- 
tain Goddard what he was afraid of? and told 
him there was a method of getting the batta 
again ; that captain Goddard laid he did not 
know how : that fir Robert Fletcher again faid, 
there was a method, but it was not his place to 
point it out ; that a little time after fir Robert 
Fletcher propofed that the officers fliouid all re* 
fign their commiffions, and ferve as volunteers 
till an anfwer (hould come from the board ; that 
he would be bound to get the intereft of the four 
Madrafs counfeliors for the officers j and added, 
that as it v^as well known lord Clive was no friend 
of his, he hoped that diicourfe would go no far- 
ther. ' , 

Such are the proofs that fir Robert Fletcher 
propofed the fcheme of a general r'efignation, and 
infpired the officers with hopes that it could not 
fail of fuccefs. 

For the fake of candour much time has been 
employed in fumming up the evidences of fads, 
which we no where find contradided, — Had they 
not been here produced in the very expreffions of 
the feveral witnCiTes, it might perhaps have been, 
laid, that the lame fads may be varioufly Hated, 
and that they were here reprefented in the rnolt 
unfavourable manner. No fufpicion, therefore, 
of partiality can hitherto have arifen ; and as we 
are now tf) aflerc that fir Robert Fletcher hirnfelf 
lias confefied, in his defence, that he advifed the 
very plan of general refignation which was after- 
wards carried into execution, and encouraged 
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the officers to adopt it, we ffiall beg leave to re- 
peat his own words, which are fo clear and 
ftrong, that the proof might have rcfted upon 
them alone, without the depofition of a firgle 
witnefs. “ After dinner, fays he, captain Goddard 
fuddenly addreffied himfelf to me, in the folio w- 
“ ing words, or words to the fame purpole ; 
“ What would you do if we w'ere to leave you 
“ alone with the brigade ? I anfwered, that I did 
“ not think that would be a good fcheme j that 
“ however, there was a method for the recovery 
“ of the batta, but it was not my bulinefs to 
pointicout. Enquiry then being made of me what 
“ that method was, I advifed that they fiiould 
“ fend in their commiffions to me at the begin- 
“ ningof a month, and ferve as volunteers, with- 
“ out pay, till the determination of the governor 
** fhould be known. Captain Parker here inrer- 
“ rupted me, by calling out to captain Goddard, 
“ that “ he fmelt a majority:” Upon which he 
“ Teemed much offended, and replied ; That his 
** not being confulted, as oldelt officer in the 
** brigade, was rather flighting him. I then told 
** captain Goddard, that I thought there was no- 
thing to fear; and that the officers would pro- 
“ bably carry their point, if they a£l:t;d prudent- 
“ ly, and finiffied their bufinefs before the failing 
of the Europe fhips. I afterwards mentioned 
fome other reafons (bur what I do not recolleft) 
“ why it appeared likely that the batta might be 
“ reftored, if the officers confented to ferve as 
“volunteers; and I told them, that upon that 
“ condition I would accept of their commiffions. 
“ This, to the beft of my recolleGiion, is an ex~ 
“ ad account of the converfation which then paff- 
“ ed ; and when the company broke up, 1 defired 
“ that what 1 had there faid might go no farther ; 
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«« to which, 1 think, captain Goddard promifed 
upon his honour itfhould not.” 

After this, it is furcly iinnecefTary to add an- 
other word in proof of the allegation. It may not 
be improper, however^ to take notice of fome 
circumftances, which fir Robert Fletcher feems 
to think Ihould extenuate the weight of the 
charge. 

Towards the clofe of his defence, he aJTerts, 
that about the 24th of April he informed lord 
Clive, “ the officers had, three months before, 
“ talked of refigning if their batta was not re- 
“ ftored,” and that lord Clive at that time en- 
tirely approved of his condudl. By the informa- 
tion here fpoken of, we can underftand no other 
than the copy of his letter to fir Robert Barker, 
dated the 24th of April which fir Robert Flet- 
cher enclofed to lord Clive in his letter of the 2 5th d* , 
and by the approbation mufi: be underfiood lord 
Clive’s anfwer of the 28th J. 

In the letter to fir Robert Barker, he fays, “ it 
“ is near three months, fince the officers talked 
“• of not ferving unlefs their batta was reftored : 
“ foon after a rcmonftrance was written to the 
“ board, and I imagined the anfwer fent them 
“ through me had entirely put a Hop to any 
“ farther proceedings,” This is what, in the 
clofe of his defence, he would eftabliffi as a full 
information to lord Clive of his conduct. 

With regard to the approbation, which he 
mentions to have received from lord Clive, let 
us enquire whence that approbation arofe, and 
how it was expreficd. 

Sir Robert Fletcher, in his letter of the 25th 
of April, informs lord Clive, that lieutenant Be- 

See Appendix, No. 8. f See Appendix, No, 6. 

J See Appendix, No, 9 * 
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van, who alone ws clear of the fcrape, had ad- 
ed by his (fir Robert Fletcher’s) advice,, and had 
in confequence ftood fingle againft the rorrenc i 
that the officers intended to ffiew fome refent- 
ment againfb Mr. Bevan upon this occafion, but 
that he (fir Robert Fletcher) was ufing his in- 
fluence to prevent it j and adds in the poflicripr, 
(which he has omitted in his defence) “ that in 

cafe the officers ffiould not continue to ferve, 
“ he would appoint the cadets, and the belt of 
“ the fergeanrs, to ad as endgns until he heard 
“ from lord Clive.” This then, we find, is the 
condud of fir Robert Fletcher in the month of 
i\pril, which lord Clive in his anfwer the 28th 
was pleafed to approve. The words are thefe, 
“ Your conduft with refped to the combination 
“ entering into by the officers of the brigade iin- 
** der your command is highly commendable, 
“ and you have my fincere thanks on the occa- 
“ fion.” From hence ilr Robert Fletcher would 
infiuate, that lord Clive approved of his January 
conduct, though it is evident that his lordfhip 
was not acquainted with any part of it till the 14th 
of May. 

Fie farther informs the court, that, on lord 
Clive’s arrival at Monghyr, he refumed the fub- 
jedt of his letter cf the 14th of May f 5 to which 
lord Clive, having received it only the evening 
before on the road, had not written an anfwer ^ 
that he then mentioned his having once pretend- 
ed to enter into fome of the intended meafures of 
the officers, in order to gain their confidence ^ 
and that lord Clive at that time expreffied himfclf 
entirely fatisfied with his condud. Since fir Ro- 
bert Fletcher feems to lay great ftrefs upon this 

f See Appendix, No. 4.5. 
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eircumfiance, candour requires that it (ImiW be 
allowed its fulleit force, efpecially as the conver- 
ration paffed between lord Clive and him in pri- 
vate, - and therefore admits of no proof. But how- 
far will this fort of vindication go ? Lord Clive, 
to fir Robert Fletcher, thought proper to exprefs 
himfeif fatisfied. Can any mao, however, ima- 
gine that lord Clive was really fatisfied ? Was hot 
lord Clive, on the morning of his arrival, inform- 
ed by captains Smith and Pearfon, that captain 
Goddard, and others, accufed their lieutenant- 
colonel of having been the principal inftigator of 
the defedion, and th^t they were defirous of an. 
opportunity to prove the truth of their allega- 
tion ? After fuch intelligence, which, at the fame 
time that it threw a new and great light upon fir 
Robert Fletcher’s own confelTion, did not, how- 
ever, unravel the whole myftery, is it polBble 
that lord Clive could have been fatisfied with fir 
.Bobert Fletcher’s condud ? No ; but the fituatioa 
of public affairs was to be confidered: thetimea 
would not then allow of any appearance of dif- 
fatisfadlion or miftruR, much lefs would they 
allow of a more particular or public enquiry : the 
foldlers of the European regiment were ftrongly 
attached to fir Robert Fletcher, and they had al- 
ready (hewn a difpofidon to mutiny, provided 
he would have headed them. •^A very fmall pro- 
portion of officers could yet be fpared for the 
common duties of the garrifon v colonel Smith, 
and fir Robert Barker, it was well known, Rood 
in need of officers, and it was tndifpenfably necef- 
fary that as many as the condition of the firtl bri- 
gvule v^ould admit of fhould be pullied forward 
without delay to their affiftance, Befides,exclufive 
of thefe confiderations, lord Clive was tender of 
giving too eafy credit to alTertions, which might 
' poflibly 
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pojfTibly’ have been dictated by the malice and re- 
ientment of men grown delperate by difappoint- 
ment, and who were perhaps in hopes of vindi- 
cating their own behaviour by arraigning, at the 
expence of truth, the behaviour of their com* 
manding officer. For thefe reafons he determin- 
ed to look upon the allegation merely as a mat- 
ter of private information j to pafs overa for the 
prefent, the inconfiftencies that appeared in fir 
Robert Fletcher’s letters ; to wait a more proper 
feafon for comparing them with his condutf; and 
to leave him in the chearful performance of his 
duty, in this time of military confufion, when no 
other officer of his rank could be had to take 
charge of the brigade, and when only one captain 
and three fubalterns (two of whom had been made 
from fergeants) could be fpared to keep up the bare 
appearance of a corps. This was the true ftate of 
the cafe, as it then flood ; and that thefe were 
then the fentiments of lord Clive, can be vouch- 
ed by every man who had the honour to enjoy his 
lordfliip’s confidence. 

The proof of the fads, alledged againft fir 
Robert Fletcher, refls upon the depofitions we 
have feen made by the witnefTes, and alfo upon his 
own words in his defence, which require no far- 
ther comment. 

It remains only to obferve, that fir Robert Flet- 
cher, doubtful of the flrength of his reafoning, 
recurs finally to the arguments made nfe of by 
lieutenant Vertue : “ Can officers, fays he, in the 
“ Company’s fervice, not bound by any con- 
trad, legally refign their commiffions, without 
the confent of the governor and council ; or 
“ are they guilty of mutiny in doing it ? — if they 
“ are not, can a perfon be guilty of mutiny in 
“ only advifing them to do it 
8 
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The firft of thefe queftions has already been 
anfwered by the fentence paffed upon lieutenant 
Vertue ; and the fecond is fufficiently anfwered, 
by the following j 

Copy of the fentence paffed by the general court 
martial upon lieutenant-colonel fir Robert 
Fletcher, viz,' 

“ The prefident ^nd nnetnbers, having taken 
into -mature confideratipn the whole evidence 
for and againft the prifoner, lieutenant-colonel 
“ fir Robert Fletcher, together with his defence, 
** are of opinion, that he is guilty of mutiny, 
the crime laid to his charge, by a breach of 
“ the third and fourth articles of the fecond fec- 
“ tion of the articles of war; the prifoner hav- 
“ ing excited fedidon, and after coming to the 
knowledge of a mutiny, or intended mutiny, 
having delayed to give information thereof to 
“ his commanding officer ; the court do there- 
fore adjudge him, and he is hereby adjudged, 
to be cafiiiercd.” 
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No. I. 

Extrad from the Company’s genera! letter tC| 
Bengal, dated iftjune, 1764, per Lapwing. 

P AR. 39. We gave yon our fentiments fo 
fully upon the exorbitant military expences 
at your prefidency, in our letter of the 9th 
March, 1763, that we have now only moft poli- 
tively to enforce the orders therein given, for 
your taking every opportunity to reduce them, 
within the moft frugal bounds the general good of 
the fervice will admit of. But with refped tq 
the double batta however, we as pofitively or- 
der, that immediately upon the receipt hereof, 
half of it be ftruck off; that is to fay, all our 
military are to have fingle batta only, in the fame 
manner as is allowed at our prefidency of Fort St. 
George ; and even this fingle batta, we moft ear- 
neftly recommend it to you to reduce, whenever 
circumftances will admit of it. 

No. 2. 

Copy of the bond executed by the ofiicers.-— 
Tranfmitted to lord Clive by fir Robert Flet- 
cher. 

Whereas we the underwritten have entered in- 
to an agreement to refign our commifiions in the 

honour- 
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honourable Company’s fervice, and not to re- 
fume them unlefs the batta of the troops is again 
reftored to what it was in July and Auguft 1763* 
p— Be it known unto all luen, that we hereby 
bind and oblige oupfelvesj feverally, not to accept 
of any commiflion in the iervice of the honourable 
Company whatever, either through fear, com- 
pulfion, or choice, unlefs the aforefaid batta is 
reftored ; under the penalty of 500 1 fterlmg 
money of England, recoverable in any of bis ma- 
jelly’s courts of juftice, by the majority, or any 
five of the fubfcribers to this bond. If the batta 
is refiored to the above-mentioned ftandard, then 
this obligation to be void and of noefFedt, other- 
wife to remain in full force and virtue. In wit- 
nels, &c. figned, fealed, and delivered, where 
no ftamped paper is procurable. 

No, 3, 

Remonltrance from the ofilcers of the third bri- 
gade, addreflcd to lard Clive, and the coun- 
cil of Fort William. 

My lord and gentlemen. 

Induced to believe, by your great zeal for the 
intereil: pf the honourable Eaft Imlia Company, 
that yon will not think unworthy your notice the 
fulFerings of thofe that ferve them, and wilh for 
new opportunities to advance their power, we 
take the liberty, in few lines as poffible, lea ft 
we might mifapply your valuable nioments, to 
fpeak with truth the mifertes that either prefs, 
or threaten us every where, in confequence of 
the orders of the 31ft of December for the cur- 
tailing of batta. 

Without neceflaries, it is prefuraed, it will not 
be faid we can fubfift in Indoftan ; and all com- 
K 2 modities 
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modities thence, notwithftanding, as we ^re told, 
your kind endeavours to the contrary, ftill bring 
the ufual prices at the prefidency •, and here, as 
formerly, fifty, fixty, and upwards, to two hun- 
dred per cent, more than at Fort Williarn. 

The wages of fervants too remain unalterable. 
Nor is this all 5 but every black fellow has his pe- 
culiar province, beyond which he cannot be 
brought to ferve. Indeed, to an officer nothing is 
pew. except multiplied diftrefs. 

If we fail here, my lord and gentlemen, to 
make fufficiently apparent, how inadequate to the 
fupport of an officer is his prefent allowance, we 
will be ready, at any time, to lay before you an 
eftimate of expences, which, we may venture to 
promife us, you will think effentially requifite to 
the fupport of nature, and the ftation he is 
honoured with; but ’twere becoming tedious, 
contrary to our promife, if we detained you here 
with the fatigues of an officer in hot and rainy 
weather ; the neceffity of his having an horfe or 
palenquin, and the prefent impoffibilicy of his 
procuring either ; therefore, waving this, we on- 
ly beg leave, before we clofe, juft to mention 
Madrafs and Bombay, and the cheapnefs of every 
thing at thofe fetticments ; amazing ' indeed, if 
compared with the prices of this ; a truth well 
known to all, the honourable gentlemen we 
ferve excepted j who, as from b^eft authority 
we have it, think invcrfely of this matter, be- 
lieving that cheapnefs of necelTaries is chiefly 
to be met with in Bengal. However, my lord 
and gentlemen, we cannot but believe you 
will undeceive them 5 and, fecure of their con- 
currence, from arguments unanfwerable, will 
cancel the orders before mentioned of the 31ft of 
December, which are already moft feverely felt ; 

and. 
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land, if not countermanded, muft quickly bring 
poverty and wretchednefs on thofe that are, with 
the greateft fincerity. 

My lord and gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient, &cJ 

Captains. 

Ja® Morgan. John Coker. 

J. DufHeld. Patrick Duff. 

James Thomas. John G. Robinfon, 

"W™ Nugent. John Mair. 

Tho® Roper. 

Lieutenakts. 

RoN Davidfon. John Grant, 

George Thomas. Thom. M‘Donald. 

Henry Williams. John Dickfon. 

Cha® Scott. Tho® Dundas. 

Rob* Shand. John Forbes. 

W” Mafon. W“ Farmer. 

Ensigns. 

W*" Denman. Alex. Skirwin. 

Edw** Reid. Rob^ Stewart. 

J. Scott. N. Davis. 

Ja® Home. Cha® Collins, 

J. Brown. Cha® Ware. 

Ralph Middleton. Tho®Baiirie. ^ 

Fran. Robertfon. Francis Field. 

John Armftrong, G. Goodyar. 

George Rooke. Tho® Penning. 

Henry Townley. P. Angerftein. 

No. 
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No. 4. 

E:itra£i: a lettei* from lord Clive to Vinnf 

Verelft, elq. dated Bianpore. 22d April, lyOo'* 

‘‘ I.aft'night 1 received your favour of the ^ ^ch 
indant, enclofing a very curious compofition, 
“ eniitkd a retuonitrance, which, by the names 
“ iu: Icribed, muft have come from the officers 
of fir Kobert Barker’s brigade. Since you have 
been lo obliging as to defer taking notice of ir^. 
till you hear fiom me, 1 fhall take the liberty 
of fnggefting toyou themanner in which I think 
it ought to be treated by the board. Upon a 
‘‘ fuppofidon that the remonllrance was not fent 
through the commanding officer, which would 
have been the proper channel, nor accorapani- 
‘‘ed with a letter to the governor and councilj^ 
Mr. Alderfey, as fecretary, fhould be ordered 
to return it, or a t opy of it, to fir Robert Barker, 
“ informing him of its having been fcnt withoiic 
date, and without any apparent concurrence of 
“ the commauuing officer 5 but that as it evident- 
ly came from his brigade, it is tranfmitted to 
“ him for his information, the board not intend- 
jfig to take other cognizance of a paper lo irre-^ 
guiariy brought btfore them. 

“ If, on the other hand, it Ihould have been 
fent through the proper channel, 1 agree v/ith 
you in opinion, that a fimilar anlwer to that late- 
ly given to the remonftrance from the firft bri-' 
“ gade, would be as good as any which can bs? 
“ devifed. But I would propofe, by way of addi- 
“ tion, that the board fliould obferve with afto- 
“ niiliment, that the. remonllrance is fubfcribed 
« by feveral fubalterns of the feapoy battalions, 
who have each (the lieutenants I mean) an ex- 
tra allowance of two rupees J/m, which, to- 

“ get her 
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TABLE fhewing the pay, batta, atid additional allowances to the diiFerent ranks of mi- 


litary ofEcers, lerving on the Bengal eftabliflimenr, in rupees and in pounds fterling. 


^Colonel 
Lieut, colonel 
Major 

Captain - 
Capt. lieutenant 
Lieutenant - - 

Enfign 
’L Cadet 
r Captain 

< Lieutenant - - 

t Enfign - - - . 

r Captain * - 

J Capt, lieutenant 
4 Fitft lieutenant 
I Second lieutenant 
1. Lieut, fireworker 
"Captain 
I Capt, lieutenant 
> < Firft lieutenant 
Secoi^ lieutenant 
J3urneC 
Quarter- roafter general 
j Judge advocate general 
) Chaplain 

! Aid du camp - 
Secretary - 

J Field engineer 
Brigade major 
Surgeon _ - 

Surgeon affiftanc - I 

Adjutant 

Quarter-mailer - I 

'Commiflary and conduftor 
.-Interpreter - 

I Paymafter - - j 

j Deputy paymafter - | 

< Commiflary of mufters | 
I Deputy ditto - - 

j Commiflary of boats 
^Deputy ditto 
r Town major 
i Barrack mafler - 
t Town adjutant 


Pay per month ir 
Sonaut rupees, 
which are 1 1 pes 
cent, better than 
Current. 

Field batta pei 
month in Sonaut 
rupees. 

Additional allow- 
■ ance per month in 
: Aicot rupees, 8 
per cent, better 
than Current. 

Total per month 
in Sterling at 2S 30, 
per current rupee. 
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Total per annum in 
Sterling. 


1. fi?. fts. 
3,433 19 
1,300 13 11.244 

975 10 5-4%^ 
464 10 8.053 
371 13 6.995, 
378 14 4-9^ 
3:4 5 8.244 
93 18 r.356 

464 ID 8.052 
369 3 3.84 

387 3 8.344 
500 9 ir.6j6 
413 II 8.43G 
390 14 3,1 
390 14 2,r 
339 5 4.728 

5S5 19 
498 
354 13 
354 4 
389 16 
464 10 
464 10 8.053 

464 10 8,05s 

464 10 8.053 
464 10 8.053 
4^4 10 8.053 
464 10 " 

464 10 
278 14 
278 14 
378 14 
3x4 5 
464 10 
464 10 
278 14 
464 I 
278 14 4.93 

464 10 8.053 
278 14 4.93 
185 16 3:156 

185 16 3.156 

93 18 1.356 


3-S 
3.J 
6.744 
8.713 
8,004 
8.053 


5.053 

8.053 
4-9^ 
4.93 
4.93 
8.244 
8.053 
8.053 
4.93 
8.053 


, of officers in cantonments is only half ofthat enjoyed in the field } thebatta, after croffing the CaramnafTa. I 

lonble the field batta. ® * 


In the colonel’s abfence, the next field officer commanding the regiment receives the additional batta of the rank above him, with 
forty rupees per diem tor his table. ’ 


^ Every flaft-officer, exdufive of the pay of the rank he holds in tfae-army, receives the pay and batta of the rank he holds on the 
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gether with their pay and batta, might afford 
** them a very comfortable fubfiitence *, and that, 
if they would compare their own fituation and 
** circuniftances V7ith thofe Of many hundreds of 
** gallant men 'V^ho have ferved their king and 
country^ in climates as bad as this, and who 
are now ftarving upon forty pounds a year, 
they would find little reafdn todefcant upon the 
5 ® hardfhips of their lot.’** 

No. 5. the annexed iahle.'l 
No. 6 . 

Copy of fir Robert Fletcher*s letter to lord ClivciJ 
dated Monghyr, 25th April, t'] 6 S. 

I have had the honour to receive your lord- 
fiiip’s letter of the 2 iff inffant. In my addrefs of 
yefterday to general Carnac, I advifed him of 
captain Du Card’s being now out of danger. 

The fcheme your lordlhip mentions, I have 
heard of, for the benefit of invalided officers and 
foldiers, and it is truly noble and laudable. 

The officers feem now refolved on another at- 
tempt for the recovery of their batta. Their 
commiffions, as I imderftand, are to be Tent 
me at the end of this month-, together with a let- 
ter informing me that they will draw no pay for 
the next, but will continue to ferve until the af- 
fair is finally determined for or againff: them. Mr, 
Sevan, who is ftrongly coftnecfed with me in 
friendffitp, is the only one of the brigade who is 
clear of this fcrape. As he dots nothing with- 
out my particular advice, fo he cohfuked me on 
this occafion •, and it was agreed that he fhould 
ftand fingly againff the torrent, and plead his ob- 
ligations to your lordfhip, as a fufficient reafon 
fordifienting from a meafure that would carry the 
K 4. 
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appearance of oppofition. This, however, does 
by no means fatisfy them. Several attacks have 
been made on him fince, but to no purpofe j he 
does and will continue firm, without difcovering: 
the leaft marks of irrefolution, although threa- 
tened, as they tell him, with ruin. A combina- 
tion is now on foot not to fpeak to him, and I 
am ufing my influence with three or four of the 
beft not to join in it. From a letter I have re- 
ceived from colonel Barker, which 1 herewith 
tranfmic to your lordlhip, together with my an- 
fwer, I judge the other brigades are ripe for the 
fame purpofe. Whatever reafon the indigent 
majority may or may not have for carrying this 
matter fo far, I hardly fee any colour of a plea for 
thofe who bear doubk pofts. 

I am, with great refped, 

Monghyr, My lord, &C. 

»5th April, 1766- 

Rob' Fletcher. 

P, S. Captain Du Card, I believe, knows no- 
thing of this combination of the officers. In cafe 
they fhould not continue to ferve after their com- 
miffions are given in, I will appoint the cadets 
and the beft of the fergeants to ad as enfigns, 
until I hear from your lordfhip ; nor have I the 
leaft apprehenfions of any mutiny among the 
troops. 

No. 7. 

Copy of fir Robert Barker’s letter to fir Robert 
Fletcher, dated Cantonments, Bankipore, the 
aift April, 1766. 

My dear fir Robert, 

Returned am 1 to quarters, and to the morti- 
fication of feeing one half of the cantonments 

burnt 



i 

f 


1 
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burnt down, by a very unlucky quarrel between 
two officers. This is not all, for I find that fince 
I have been away, ftrange meetings and ftrange 
meafures have been taken by the gentlemen of my 
brigade; and 1 have a good deal of reafon to 
think it is not confined to this brigade alone, about 
the reduftion of batta.' Be fo good to let me 
know if you have made any difeoveries of this 
kind, for it behoves us, I believe, to be vigilant 
in the affair, and that foon. 

I am. 

Cantonments at Bankipore, Dear Fletcher, &c. 
the aift April, 1766. 

Rob* Barker. 

No. 8. 

Copy of fir Robert Fletcher’s letter to fir Robert 
Barker, in anfwer to the foregoing, dated 
Monghyr, 24ch April, 1766. 

Dear fir Robert* 

I have been favoured by your letter of the 2 iff 
inftant. The affair of your bungulos is certainly 
very unlucky, and I hope that thofe who occa- 
fioned it will be brought to a proper fenfe of the 
impropriety of their condud. With regard to the 
other matter, it is near three months fince the of- 
ficers talked of not ferving unlefs their batta was 
reftored ; foon after a remonffrance was written 
to the board, and I imagined the anfwer fent them, 
through me, had entirely put a flop to any far- 
ther proceedings ; and 1 am ffill of opinion, con- 
fidering the circumftaneds and connedlions of 
moft of the officers in the fcrvice, that nothing of 
any confcquence can happen. I have heard fome 
7 days 
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days Sgo, that they .have thoughts of l-efuming 
this demand *, but I hardly think it a matter of 
ferious notice, and inftead of being alarmed, I 
judge it the beft method to appear very indiffer- 
ent. At woift they can but quit the fervice | 
and as 1 am of opinion, that it is now too late for 
his lordfliip to alter his refolution, he may turn 
the evil to good, by picking and chufing the belt 
on his own terms, and turning the worft to the 
right about. 

Monghyr, I am, dear fir Robert, yours, &c. 

» 4 th Apnl, 17*35. ’ 

Rob^ Fletcher* 

No. 9. 

Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert Fletchefj 
dated Mootejyl, 28th April, 1766. 

Sir, 

I have this moment received your favours of 
the 25thinftant, enclofing lir Robert Barker’s 
letter to you and your anfvver. Your conducl, 
with refpcdl to the combination entering into by 
the officers of the brigade under your command^ 
is highly commendable, and you have my fin- 
cere thanks upon the occafion. Notwithftandlng 
their feeming refolution, I cannot think they will 
adu ally go through with it; and indeed 1 hopej 
for their own fakes, they will not ; for I am de- 
termined, that any man who refigns his commif- 
fion, from no other caufe of difgufl: than what you 
mention, fhall be immediately difmifled the fer^ 
and never refiored, 

i am, fir, yobr’sf &c* 

'Clivea.:... 

: - Noi id* 


Mootqyl, 
aSth April, 1766* 


( t39 ) 


. No. lO. 

■ Copy of an anonymous letter addreited to cap- 

tain Carnac, dated Corah, the lych of Aprils 
1766, 

, , , 

In confequen-ce of the orders of the 31ft of De- 
cember, the officers of the firft, fecond, and third 
brigades, came to an agreement of refigning their 
commifiions, which are now lodged, to the amount 
of one hundred and thirty.- We, therefore, re- 
quefl: you will fend your commiffion to fome 
friend of the brigade, and therewith fome 
fuch diredlions as you may think proper, as ex- 
perience has fiiewn there is no depcndance on ver- 
bal declarations. All the abfentees have been 
Wrote to on this occafion ; and we trufl, whatever 
ftep you take, you will not make this known. 
A fubfcription has been opened here for fupport- 
ing thofe who may want it, in cafe the council 
may think proper to accept of all our commiffi- 

I ons, or to indemnify thofe who may be pointed 

out as principals andluffer, fliould the battaeven 
be reftored. We iikewife defire to know your 
refolution regarding it. Let us have your anfwer 
as foon as poffible. Dircdl to any of us of the 
iregiment at Allahabad. 

I am, &c, 

i Cora, 1 5th of April, 176s. Full Batta. 

The enclofed fubfcription has been figned by 
the above one hundred and thirty officers j if you 
confenc to the above, fign the enclofed, and for- 
tvard it, with your anfwer. 

We 


( 

We the undernaified officers of the fecond bri- 
gade do hereby bind ourfelves by our honourg 
to pay a fum of money, in proportion to our 
rank we hold in the Company’s fervice, in order 
to defray the expence of going to England, and 
purchafing an equal commiflion in his rnajefty’s 
fervice, for any officer or officers, who may be 
fingled out to fuffer in the caufe in which we are 
now engaged. 

No. II. 

Copy of a committee letter to the gentlemen of 
the council at Fort William, dated Mootejyl, 
29th April, 1766. 

Gentlemen, 

Having this moment received undoubted ad- 
vice, chat an alTociation among the officers of the 
firft, fecond, and third brigades is formed, in or- 
der to diftrefs the government at this critical 
jun£lure, by refigning their commiffions, unlefs 
their full batta Ihould be reftored, we muft re- 
queft you will write by exprefs to the prefidency 
at Fort St. George, to defire they will ifi’ue or- 
ders to all the captains and fubalcerns they can 
pofilbly fpare from immediate fervice, and alfo 
fuch cadets and other gentlemen as they may 
think qualified to bear commiffions, to hold chem- 
feives in readinefs to embark for Bengal on the 
fliorteft notice. Such a fpirit muft at all hazards 
.be fupprelled in the birth, unlefs we determine 
upon feeing the authority of the prefident and 
council iniulced, and the government of thefe 
provinces pafs from the civil into the hands of the 
military department. 


You 
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You will pleafe to obferve, in your letter to 
Fort St. George, that every poflible encourage- 
ment will be given to thofe gentlemen who em- 
brace this opportunity of diftinguilhing their zeal 
for the public fervice, not only by allowing them 
fnch rank as they may claim from the date of 
their commiffions, but every other indulgence 
confiftent with the duty we owe to the company. 

One hundred and thirty officers, we are inform- 
ed, have already fubfcribed to the alTociation, in 
which they have engaged to main and fupport 
fuch of the fufferers as may not yet have acquired 
independence, and are in more immediate danger 
of incurring our refentment *, of this, and alfp 
of the approach of the Morattoes, we think it 
neceffary you ffiould acquaint the prefidency at 
Fort Sc, George, that the nature of the prelent 
emergency may appear the ftronger. We think 
it necelTary alio, you fiiouid come to an abfolute 
refolution, that ho officer now refigning his com- 
miflion, ihall ever hereafter hold any place or 
ilarion whatever in this fervice. 

We are with refpe< 5 t, gentlemen, yours, &c. 

Clive. 

Mootejyi, John Carnac. 

?9th April, 176^. Sykes. 

No. 12, ■ 

Copy of a letter from the council at Fort WiF 
iiam, to the prefident and council of Fort Sr. 
George, dated at Fort William the ift of May, 
176^5. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

We have this inftant received advice from lord 
Glive, general Carnac, and Mr. Sykes, at Moot- 

■ 'jy'. 
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ejy], of their having undoubted, intelligence of 
an affociaticn among the officers, to diftrcfs the 
government, by refigning their commihions, on- 
Icfs their double batra be reftored to whicii ::;ne 
hundred and thirty have not only already hibicrib- 
ed, but engaged among themfelves f/o maintain 
and lupport fuch as may not yet have acquired 
an independency, and are therefore more in 
danger of fuffering by the effects of our refent? 
merit. 

As giving way to fuch a mutinous fpirit might 
have the m oft dangerous tendency, we are deter- 
mined to fupprefs it in its birth, at all haj^ards, 
We therefore moft earneftly requeft you will or- 
der to be held in readinel's for embarking, on a 
moment’s warning, all the captains and fubalterns 
you can poftibly fpare from immediate fervice, a^ 
alfo all fuch cadets and other gentlemen as you 
may think qualified to bear commilTionsj and we 
would recommend to you to iofe no opportunity 
of fecuring means of conveying them hither, un- 
til you hear farther from us. 

Every poffible encouragement fhall be enfored 
to thofe who embrace this opportunity of diftin- 
guilhing their zeal for the public fervice, and 
they lhall be immediately allowed rank according 
to the dates of their commiflions on your.efta- 
bliftimenr, fo far as it does not prejudice fuch of 
the fame rank here, who may not join in the affo- 
ciation. 

We cannot, gentlemen, too ftrongly urge the 
neceffity of your compliance with this requeft, as 
we are yet uncertain of the intentions of a very 
confiderable body of Morartoes approaching to- 
wards thefe provinces, who are already advanced 

near 
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near our brigade with the I^ing, at the extremity 
of Snjah Dowia’s dominions. 

We are, honourably fir and firs, yoiirs, &Ca 


Fort William, 
all May, 1766.. 


Harry Verelfi. 
Raiidblph Marriott. 
Claud Rufieli. 

Wm. Aiderfey. 
Thomas Kelfal. 
Charles Floyer. 


No. 13. 


Copy of lord Clive’s letter to colonel Smith, dat- 
ed at Mootejyl, the 25th April, 1700. 


Sir, 


I have this day received authentic intelligence 
that no lefs than one hundred and thirty officers 
pf the three brigades have made a depolit of 
their commiffions, and entered into an affociation 
not to ferve unlcfs the double batta be reftored. 
To this, it feems, is added an agreement to fub- 
fcribe for the maintenance of the principals (who 
they imagine will be the only fufferers) till their 
arrival in Europe, and to purchafe for them com- 
miffions of equal rank in his majefty’s fervice, 
Gan any man in his fenfes fuppole, that the fe- 
cretary at war being made acquainted with the 
names and condud of thefe officers, will ever 
give his confent to their ad million into the king’s 
regiments ? With regard to thofe who have al- 
ready ferved in Europe, and are now upon the 
half-pay lift, they would do well to recoiled, that 
they will not be entitled to their half-pay on their 
return to England, without producing a certifi- 
cate of their good behaviour in the fervice of the 
Company ; for fucfi is his majefty’s declared re- 
8 folutions, 
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folutldn ; and if they cannot obtain half-pay, how 

can they exped to be admitted upon full-pay r 

The inciofed copy of a letter, we have juft dif- 
patched to the gentlemen of council at Fort Wil- 
liam will inform you of the meafure that mnft 
take place, if this unmilitary affociation be not 
immediately diffolvedi and I will add, for ray 
own part, that any officer who refigns his com- 
miffion from no other caufe of difguft than the 
company's orders^ for the reduction of batta, 
ftiall abfolutely be difmiffed the fervice, and ne- 
ver be reftored. For their fakes, however, I 
hope they will fpeedily refoive upon a change of 
condnfl: j and I doubt not but you will exert your 
utmoft influence to bring the gentlemen of your 
brigade to a juft fenfe of their duty. If my fen- 
timents can have weight, you are at liberty to 
make them as public as you pleafe, as alio the 
copy of our letter to the council. Yqu will like- 
wife communicate to the officers under your com- 
mand, the inciofed copy of the eighty-fecond pa- 
ragraph of the company’s letter to this prefiden- 
cy, which will make them acquainted with the 
fentitnents that muft be entertained at home of 
their unfoldierlike behaviour. 

My bufinefs at the city is now nearly conclud- 
ed, fo that I fhall be able, in a very few days, to 
proceed on my journey. 


Mootejyl, 
agth April 1766. 


I am, &c. 

Clive. 


A like letter of the fame date was fent to fir 
Robert Barker and to fir Robert Fletcher. 


Extrad 
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^ 7 itrs. 6 i of a letter from lord (Jiive to fir Robeft 
Barker, dated at Moocejyl, the 29ch Aprils 
1766. 

I have received your letter of the t^th inftatit^ 
fendofing the proceedings of i general court' 
martial on Labotc, and a copy of colohel Smith’s 
application to you for tWo battalions 5f feapoys 
and three field pieces. 1 do hot dilapp'roVe of 
your having fent the detachrnenc required; but 
am much furprifed tliac the firft; account of Inch 
a meafure being in agitatioh fhould have come 
from you. 

Thofe officers who were the odcafion of the 
fire at Bankipore will, I hope, rheet with the 
punifhmenc they deferve, 

During your abfehce uiion the Bettea expedi- 
tion, the captains, lieutenants, arid ehflghs of 
your brigade have preferred a very extraordinary 
remonftrance to the governor and courlcil, upon 
the fubjedt of batta. This proceeding Was, I 
think# fomeWhat cohteriipcvious towards yon ; 
and as the remonftrarice was not tranfmitced 
through the channel of the comrtiaAding officer, 
i have given it as my opiniori, that the board 
jQiould pay no other attention to jr, than that of 
fending it to you for your information. By thd 
behaviour of our prelent cofps of officers, one 
would adiially conclude that every true idea of 
military difcipline waseffiaced* 

Nd. 14. 

Copy of fir Robert Barker’s letter to lord Clives 
dated at Bankipore# the 27’ch April, 1766; 

My Lord, 

I am favoured with yotif lordiliip’s letter of the 
if inftant. I ffiali take particular care and ae- 
^ Jb. - ' ■ tcn'tion 
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tention in the reception of Sujah Dowla, fhould 
we fee him here before your lordfliip arrives j but 
I am apprehenOve the appearance of the Morat- 
toes near the frontiers of his dominions may de- 
tain him for iome time. 

I wrote to your lordfliip on the 19th, juft after 
my arrival at Bankipore, in which I mentioned 
my being greatly concerned at a 6re which burnt 
down fome of the officers bungalows; but how 
much more fo am I in difeovering, that, during 
my abfence from the brigade, fuch meetings and 
fuch meafures have been taken by the officers as 
will furprife you, and this not confined to my 
brigade alone, but carried on by the other two 
brigades alfo ; at leaft, 1 am affured the firft is 
in the feheme. 

On your lordfhip’s anfwer concerning the re- 
duction of the batta, they have agreed to refigii 
their commiffions, and have actually deppftted 
them in the hands of one officer for that purpofe : 
they have alfo carried on a kind of fubfcription, 
which I am informed is to pay for the paftage 
homeoftbofe who have it not in their own power. 
All this has been carried on with fuch fecreey, 
that even colonel Chapman, on the fpot, knew 
nothing of it*, and you may guefs, my lord, my 
amazement at the difeovery, yefterday, which 
the proceedings of the court martial, and decla- 
ration of one of the prifoners, afforded me : I 
am doing my utmoft on the occafion. The pro- 
ceedings of the general court martial, enclofed, 
I fliali not take upon me to approve. The pri- 
foners 1 fhall fend down to Calcutta : the aClive 
perfons I fhall fend down alfo, becaufe trying 
them here by their comrades would only be trif- 
iiiig, and I have too much realbn to fuppofe the 
... I officers 
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officers of the other brigades are of the fame way 
of thinking. 

I This is not all ; for I have hints given me, 

I that the fubfcription is carried on alfo by fome of 

the civilians in Calcutta to a large amount; how 
true this is I cannot learn. 

You may reft aflfured, my lord, every meafure 
! ftiali be taken on my .fide to fupprefs this affair. 

I am, &c, 

ayS Apn°7766. Rob Barker. 

No. 15. 

Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert Barker, 
in anfwer to the foregoing, dated at Mootejyl, 
the 2d May, 176(5. 

Dear fir, 

I have this moment received yours of the 27th 
i April, enclofing the proceedings of a general 

I court martial upon captain Duff and enfign Da- 

vis; Your refolution to fend the prifoncrs down 
,i to Calcutta has my entire approbation. I ap- 

i prove likewife of your fending to Calcutta thofe 

officers who you may find have been adtive in the 
afibciation againft continuing in the fervice with- 
j out the old allowance of batca ; but I requeft 

I you will be particularly ftudious in remarking 

I whether the behaviour of any of them can fall 

1 under the conflruftion of mutiny ; and if you 

1 think it may, I defire you will keep fuch officers 

i in arreft at Bankiporc, till we can fummon a court 

1 martial of field officers ; for I am of opinion with 

I you, that to try them by their comrades would 

■ be very ineffedual. Find out, if poffiblc, the 
perfon in wffiofe hands the commiffions aie depo- 
L 2 fited. 


fncd. The ringleaders of this affair muff: fuffer 
the fevereff piiniffiment that martial law can in- 
flict, or eUe there Is an end of difcipline in the 
army, and of authority in the Halt India com- 
pany overall their fervants. 

I have appointed captain Ironfides and captain 
Polier to be majors, and you will be pleafed to 
give them out in orders accordingly. 

I am, &c. 


Mootejy], 
«<1 May, 1.766, 


Clive. 


P, S. I enclofea copy of the remonftrance fenc 
to the governor and council from, the officers of 
your brigade. 

No. 16, 

Copy of lord Clive’s letter to colonel Smithy 
dated at Moottjyl, 2d May, iyc 6 v 

SIR, 

A letter from fir Robert Barker has juft in- 
formed me that he has dilcovered the affociation,. 
entered into by the officers of his brigade, not to- 
ferve without the old allowance of batta, and 
that many comm iffions are already adlually de- 
pofired. 1 have diretfted him to fend the moft' 
active among them down prifoners to Calcutta,, 
and CO keep fuch nf them, whofe behaviour he 
may think will fall under the conftruclion of mu- 
firn, in arreft at Bankipore, till we can fummon 
a general court martial of field officers*, for I am 
convinced no other mode of trial will beeffedliuaL 
Thefe orders, which I have iffued to fir Robert 
Barker, areequall}' pr<}pcr for you, and I defire 
you will follow them at Allahabad. If you can 
8 - dilcGver 
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difcover the perfon in whojfe hands the comniif- 
fions of your brigade have been depofited, you 
will imin^d lately put him in arreft, and give me 
the eariielt information. 1 leave this place on 
Thurfday next. 


Mootejyl, 
sd May, 1766, 


I am, Src. 

CHve. 


P. S. An anonymous letter, figned Firh Bri- 
gade, fays, none but pimps to power will refufe 
to rehgn their commifTionsy and that it is deter- 
mined, whoever refufes to refign his comraiffion 
Ihali be made over to Coventry to all eternity ; 
and that their commiffions would be given up the 
firfl; of May. — I with I could difcovcr the authors 
of thofe anonynnous letters, my utmolt endca- 
■vours fhould be ufed to get them fliut. 


A like letter v;as difpatched at the fa.m.e time 
ito fir iiobert Fletcher. 

No. ly, j 

Copy of a letter from fir Robert Barker to lord 
Clive, dated a,.c Bankipore, the 2c^th April, 

My lord. 

It is now beyond a fufpicion that the officers 
of the three brigades have kiddclu-mes, and are 
.combined together in giving up their comndirions : 
this was to have been pertbrmed whep your lord- 
flip came here j but the meafures 1 have taken 
has facilitated their intentions *, they are now to 
offer their con^miffions, I am informed to the 
L 3 coin- 
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commanding officers of the brigades, who, I 
hope, will behave properly on the occafion. 

I have, in order to jChake this combination, 
and to be better able to manage the remainder, 
as well as to try if they will refute orders, ordered 
a part of the regiment to march ; indeed, as the 
Morattoes appear undetermined what they will 
do, it might not be improbable, that while they 
are diverting colonel Smith, they may detach a 
party to plunder Banarafs; and therefore this de- 
tachment will either guard againft an incurfion of 
that kind, or be ready to reinforce colonel Smith, 
fhould there be occalion. I am under no appre- 
henfions for my brigadci but I tremble for the 
conlequences at Monghyr, as I am informed a 
day is nominated for the three brigades. 


Bankipore, 
fttjfh Apr 11,1766. 


I am &c. 

Rob' Barker. 


No. 18. 

Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert Fletcher, 
dated at Mootejyj, 4th of.May, 1766. 

: ■■■$ 11*1 . ... ' - -■■ ■■■■'■,'- ■■'■ 

1 cannot help being anxious to hear from you, 
as by the intelligence I receive from other quar- 
ters, it appears that the aflbciacion is more head- 
I'trong in your brigade, than in either of the other 
two. Permit me to repeat my requeft, that you 
will inform yourfelf, as far as poffible, of the 
names of the principals, and every other parti- 
cular relating to the combination. T wiffi to know 
what progrefs it has made at Monghyr fince your 
laft. It will be highly necefRry for you to dif- 
cover the full intention of the officers, If you 

’ ■ find 
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find that they mean more than merely refigning 
their com millions *, or if you. find that the foldiers, 
European or feapoys, are theleaft difpofed to be 
mutinous, 1 defire you will, without delay, take 
fuch fteps as may moft effedually fecure to us 
the fidelity and attachment of the fubahdars, or 
commanding officers of the black troops. 

Whatever may be the ilTue of this affair, I am 
determined that thofe who have been moft aifttve 
jfhail be difmiffed the fervice. 

I fhali fet out from hence on Tuefday next, and 
make to Monghyr with all poffiible expedition. 

I am, ^c. 

Mootejy], Clive. 

4tb May, 1766. 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have received 
yours of the ift, with the letter to you from the 
officers. 

No. 19, 

Copy of fir Robert PletcbePs letteiHo lord Clive, 
dated at Monghyr, rftof May, 1766. 

My lord, 

I herewith tranfmit to your lord Ih ip a letter 
which I received from the officers of this brigade, 
with myanfwer, and a letter which 1 received 
from fir Robert Barker this morning. ^ I do opt 
think there is the fmalleft chance of any difturb- 
ance happening among the troops in confequence 
of this combination. 

I am, &c. 

Rob^ Fletcher. 


Monghyr, 
sll May, 1766, 


( 152 ) 

No. 20. 

Copy of a letter from the officers of the firft bri- 
gade 10 lieu tenant-colonel fir Robert Fletcher,, 
dated at Monghyr, ift May, lyfitS. 

Sir, 

That we might put it out of the powpr of ei- 
ther the world or our own co'nfcienccs to reproach 
us for defiring leave to refign our commiffions in 
the company’s fervice,\Ye have ferved four months, 
in obedience to the orders of the gift of Decem- 
ber J 765, and we are now but too well convincr 
ec! that our former fufpicions were true : for, notr 
with (landing the propofed reduction of fervants 
,wage 3 , and difmiffing every unneceffary attend- 
ant, we' find we Cannot live upon the prefent air 
lowances, but muft every month run in debt, as 
long as we have any credit. We tpuft appear 
upon the parade as becomes officers, and keep 
up bur refpedive ranks, or difobey public orders : 
we muft eat and drink as belles the climate, or 
fall facriSccs to hunger and ficknefs : and to do 
all thefe only in moderation, we muft run in debt 
to every perfon who will give us any credit, be 
they men of honour, or the ioweft in the creation j 
and fo fall under the lafh of another article of 
war, for behaving unlike gentlemen. 

You know we have applied for redrefs in the 
humbleft manner, and that it' has been refufed 
us : it is neediefs for us here to call upon you tp 
witnefs for our attachment to our mafters ; onr 
behaviour tbpugh a feries of fevere campaigns 
muft bear down all flander. Some of us have eat 
the conipany’s biead for fome years, and are deep- 
ly concerned wp can no mare do it with honour. 
All of us are forry to be obliged to take this me- 
thod 
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tliod of preventing ruin and mifery from falling 
upon ourfelves and connexions ; and fincerely 
wifh, that our mafters may ever meet with a fetof 
ofiicers as much attached. and devoted to their 
fervice as we have always wiflhed to approve our- 
felves, and who may maintain , the affairs of the 
company, to the lateff pofterity, in that fplendor 
to which we have happily raifed them. But un- 
iefs the pay and batta of their troops is again re- 
ftored, to what it was in July and Auguft 1763, 
our prayers are all that we can now give them. 

As it is from principle we now refign the fer- 
vice, it would give us the greateft uneafinefs, 
Ihouid the affairs of our honourable maffers fuf- 
fer by fo fudden a refignation. We have there- 
fore refolved to fcrve them without pay of any 
kind, or being efteemed officers in their fervice, 
until the 1 5th of this prefent month of May, when 
an anfwer may be had from tfiofe gentlemen of 
the council, who we know have the power of 
granting us redrefs, or fupplying our places with 
other officers, provided you defire it. 

Our commiffions accompany this, and' we re- 
queft you will keep them till the anfwer arrives ; 
and that yqu will at the fame time direct the pay> 
mafters to iffne the pay of the non-commiflioned 
officers and private men upon unfigned abftradts, 
to prevent any fufpicion or difturbance arifing, 
which would give us the greateft uneafinefs j for 
we fee k to live by our fervices, never to hurt our 
mafters. 

We are, with due refpeX, fir, your, &c, 

Mongliyr, lit May, 1766. 

Benj. Wilding. Edward Rawftone, 

John Mattocks. G. G^ Hoggan. 

William Faton. , James Brown. 

' ' ' ’ Charles 
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Charles Bowles. 
John Fergufon, 
Charles Marfacks, 
John Ant.Vaziel. 
James Dunbar. 
Francis Onge. 

Jos. Bruce. 

Tho®. Borthwick. 
John M^Pherfon. 
C. Ironlide. 

Jas‘ Broadbent. 
Tho®. Goddard, 
Arthur Acbmuty. 
John Stainforth. 
James Watts. 
Horton Brifcoe. 
John Shrimpton. 
Tho*. Briton. 


C. H. Sarney. 

W®'. Btillingbrooke. 
John O Byrn. 

John Wood. 

John Downes. 

AI. Macpherfon,. 

G. Stranford. 

W^ Elliot. 

W. Heyion. 

Thos. James. 

W‘". Henry Kice. 
Ch. J. J, Fielding. 
Roger Scarling. 

S. skinner. 

P. Knudfon. 

John Petrie. 

Arch^ Stewart. 
Robb Kyd.‘ 


P. S. The guards Ihall be relieved this morn- 
ing, and every thing as ufual, to prevent all fuf- 
pkion. 

No. 21. 


Copy of Br Robert Fletcher’s letter to the officers 
of the firft brigade, in anfwer to the above, 
dated at Monghyr, ift May, 1766. 

Gentlemen, 

I have received your letter of this date, toge- 
ther with your commiffions 5 and fhall, agreeable 
to your requefh, take the rnoft expeditious me- 
thod of obtaining you an anfwer from our fupe- 
riors. i agree with you in thinking it better that 
the foldiers remain ignorant of the meafure you 
have taken ; and i defire you to continue to do 
duty as officers, according to your former rdpec- 
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tlve ranks, until we knOw the pleafure of the go- 
vernor and council. lam, ^c. 

' Rob^ Fletcher. 

No. -22. ■ 

Copy of fir Robert Barker’s letter to "fir Robert 
Fletcher, dated at Bankipore, the 29th April, 
lydb. 

Dear fir Robert, 

It is now beyond a dowbt, that the officers of 
the three brigades have entered into an agreement 
of giving up their commiffions on the fame day ; 
and I believe the meafures I have taken, of fend- 
ing fome of the principals down to Calcutta, has 
hafiened that day, I am afraid, before you can 
receive this ; for God’s fake rake care of your 
men ; the officers having quitted them, there is 
no knowing what might be the confequence. I 
afiure you it requires your utmoft fldll and judg-« , 
ment. I have marched a parry of my regiment, 
by way of fhaking the combination if you Was 
to do the fame, 1 think it would not be amifs. 

Yours, &c. 

29S'A^nn7fi^. Barker. 

No. 23. 

Copy of a Committee letter to the council at Fort 
William, dated at Mootejyl, tl«c 4ch of May, 
1766. 

- Gentlemen, 

The enclofed letter to colonel fir Robert Fletcher 
will convince you, chat the advices we lately tranf- 
mitied to your board were well founded, and that 

we 
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w'e mull nov;.a£lt with the utmofi vigour and una- 
nimity in fnpporc of the civil government. You 
will perceive that the officers of the firft brigade 
have adtually refigned, and we /bon expect to 
hear that the other brigades have aded in the 
lame manner, conforffiabiy to the terms of the 
a/Tociation. 

We would therefore recommend, that you in- 
ftantly difpatch an exprcfs to Fort St, George, 
requeuing, in the moll urgent manner, that all 
the officers and cadets they can poffibly fpare from 
that eftabliffiment may immediately embark for 
Bengal and this difpatch you will pleafe to ac- 
company with a duplicate of your lall. 

At the fame time, we requeft you will fend to 
fuch gentlemen among the free merchants as you 
imagine are the moll likely, from their age, to 
accept the military fervice, during the prefent 
emergency, and till we can be fupplied with 
officers i in confideration of which, you will en- 
-gage not only to recommend them home to fta- 
tions on the civil ellablilhmenr, but indulge them 
with the free privilege of dullucks, upon reiig- 
nation of their military employments, until their 
fervices ffiall be properly rewarded by the court 
pfdiredors. ■ We are, gentlemen, yours, &:c, 
Glive. 

Mootejyl, John Carnac, 

4th May, 1766. Fra^. Sykcs. 

No. 24. 

Copy of fir Robert Barker’s letter to lord Clive, 
dated at Bankipore, the 30th of April, 1766. 

My lord, 

Yefterday I received a letter from the officers 
of my brigade, ' acquainting me with their inten- 
tions 
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tions of prefenting their com mifTions the fir ft of 
May that they were determined not to receive 
pay or batta for that month j but that they would 
obey orders, and ferve until the fifteenth of the 
month, in which time they fuppofed your lord- 
Ihip would be up, or they fhould know your 
anfwer. 

This morning, I aftembled them at my quar- 
ters, made them acquainted that they were com- 
mitting mutiny and defertion, and that I hoped 
they would refledt on 'what they were doing •, to all 
which they 'anfwered, that they were folemniy 
bound and engaged with the other brigades to 
offer their commiffions on the firft of May, and 
that they could not be off. 

I wrote your lordftiip laft night, that I was 
under great iineafmeis for the firft brigade j my 
reafon tor it was, that I am told the men have 
expreffed themfeives that they will go off with 
their officers, 

I . fhall write yonr lordfhip of to-morrow’s 
proceedings j and am, with great refpeft, 

"'IfGur 

Banklpore, 30th April, 1765. Robh Barker. 

P. S. I am told that there is a laack and forty 
thonfand rupees fubferibed for the officers by the 
gentlemen at Calcutta. 

No. 25,; 

Copy of a committee letter to the council at Fort 
William, dated at Mootejyl, the 5th May, 
1766, in which Sir Robert Barker’s letter above 
was enclofcd. 

Gentlemen, 

The right honourable the prefident received 
the endofed this morning from fir Robert Bar- 
ker i 
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leer I whence you will obferve that the combina- 
tion is general, that the difafiPeded are determin- 
ed, arid that the fidelity of the private foldiers of 
th-efirft brigade is fomewhat dubious. Yet this 
fufpicion of fir Robert Barker is by no means 
warranted by any advices from fir Robert Flet- 
cher, who ought to be the beft judge of the dif- 
pofition that prevails in his own corps. 

The circLimftance mentioned in the poRfeript. 
we long fufpeded, fi nee there was littFe reafon 
to believe, that men, who had already proceeded 
to fuch lengths in oppofition, would hefirate a- 
bouc proceeding farther : we would therefore re- 
commend that you exert the utmoft diligence in 
endeavouring to procure the names of fuch of the 
civilians as have been moft adive in ftirring up 
tHs mutinous dirpofition in the army, and have 
fubferibed to the fum tp be cqlleded for main- ■ 
lenance of the officers: but we think your en-.. 
qiiiries fhould be conduded with all caution and 
jprivacy 5 and we particularly requefi you will be 
attentive in what hands you entrufi: fuch letters 
as you may receive from us upon this fubjed. 

Mean time you may be affured that we fiiall . 
ad with the conftancy that prudence and the h- 
tuation of affairs will authorize. . 

We are, 


Mootejyl, 
^thMay 1766, 


Clive. 

John Carnac, 
Fra’ Sykes. 


No, 26. 
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No, 26. 

Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert Fletcher* 
dated at Mootejyl, the 5th May, 1766. 

SI R, 

Upon the receipt of yours kft night, the offi- 
cers letter was difpatcfaed to the council at Fort 
William, and we expe^dl: their anfwer before we 
lhall be able to reach Monghyr. 

It is impoffible for us to be certain that a fpi- 
rit of mutiny has not been dilfufed amongft the 
men, and indeed it would be highly imprudent 
to aflTure ourlelves of their moderation ; I there- 
fore defire you will, with the utmoft fecrecy, get 
in readinefs a fufBeient number of coolies for the 
removing of baggage, and that you will purruc 
every thing (fo far as it catn be dOde without fuf- 
picion) for detaching the troops in fmall parties 
at a moment’s warning. You will likewife, with 
the fame caution of 'privacy, endeavour to col- 
led boats for tranfporting th<^ officers to Calcutta. 

1 am deterrriined they (hail depart from Monghyr, » 
upon twenty-four hourii notice*, and I doubt not 
but the officers I bring with me will be able to 
keep the men, when detached, to their duty, un- 
til the commiffions are all filled up. Sir Robert 
Barker has exprefled fome apprehenfions that the 
men of your brigade an^ not to be depended upon ; 

1 fhould be glad to have again your opinion upon 
that matter : you cannot however be coo doubt- 
ful in a point fo effendal, nor ad with too much 
circumfpedion, provided you avoid fhewingthat 
you fufped their fidelity. 

General Carnac thinks, that if his and fir Ro- 
bert Barker’s brigade were, for the prefent, to be 

formed 
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formed into one, we ihould find the men fufFici- 
endy offiGered. But it is a qtieftion, whether the 
only evil to be dreaded would not be encreafed 
by fuch a meafure, as it would bring a larger 
number together. Be pleafed to give us your 
opinion immediately. 

If before our arrival there fhould be any occa-* 
lion to put the behaviour of the fergeants and 
corporals to the teft, you have our authority to 
endeavour to fecure them, by affurances of very 
handfome gratuities. 


Mootejyl, 

5th May, 176$, 


I am, &c. 


Clive. 


No. 27. 


Copy of lord Clivers letter to fir Robert Barker, 
dated at Mootejyl, the 5CI1 May 1766. 

Dear fir, 

1 have received yours of the 50th Aprik By 
this time I conclude the officers have aAually 
prefented their commiffions, and will have heard 
that thofe of the firft brigade haVe done the 
fame. 

In a late letter, you faid you was under no ap- 
prehcnfions of a mutiny among the men : I can- 
not however propofe that we fhould depend upon 
them. You muft by all means get every thing 
in readinefs to detach them in fmall parties, with- 
out their fufpedling the reafon for dividing them, 
I would alfo have you prepare (privately) a fuffi- 
cient number of boats for tranfporting the officers 
to Calcutta *, for we have defired the opinion of 
the board, and imagine they will advife a general 
difiniffion. 
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Let me know whether you think it would bfe' 
|)roper, for the prelentj to form your brigade 
and the nrft into one : whether the men would in 
lhat cafe be fufhciencly officered by thofe who are 
not in the aflfociationi arid . whether fomething 
might not be to be dreaded from fuch a junction. 

I dare fay it muft have occurred to you, to 
have an e^e bpon the non-cdmrtjiffioned officers* 
You will ufe your utmoft endeavours to preferye 
thdr attdchnieht, by affuring them of handfome 
gratuities, ih cafe there ffiould be any occafion to 
put thdr good behaviour to the ttidl, 

I am &c. 

Mootejyl, 5th May 176 ^, Gliy<2?, 

No. 28* 

Copy of lord Clive’s letter to (if Robert Fletchdr, 
dated at Mootejyl, the 6th May, 

I have received yoUrs of tbe iid inliaiic* ,rf you 
continue in the convidlion that no mutiny of the 
men is to be apprehended, I defire you will im- 
mediately fecure, and fend down prifdners to Cal- 
cutta, fome of your captains who have been the 
mofl: aitive. Majors Champion and Polier, cap- 
tains Smith, Pearfoft, and Maftifi, atd now on the 
road to Monghyr. They are to follow fuch or- 
ders as they may receive from you. I fhali fet 
out this afternoon, 

I am, 

Cliyei, . 

M No. 


Mootejyl, 

.-^th May, t;f66a 
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No. 29. 

Copy of fir Robert Barker’s letter to lord Ciive^ 
dated at Bankipore, the ill May, 1765. . 

My lord, 

This morning the officers, whofe names I en- 
clofe to' your lordlhip, fent their commiffions to 
me in a letter; which I returned to them, with 
an aflurance of putting the feverity of military 
law in execution, if any of them mifbehaved. 
They talk of waiting till the fifteenth of this 
month. .Four of thefe gentlemen I ffiall fend 
down, , the reft I believe will. be heartily f jrry for 
what they have done ; however 1 can point out to 
your lordfliip the moft adive. 

Monghyr I am th% moft alarmed at. I willi 
tbofe gentlemen may not- bring on themfelvgs 
^ much trouble. 

ft wHt be neceffafy, my lord, to order up, 
poll hafte, all fuch officers as are not in the plot, 
I therefore lend your lordlhip a lift of thofe of 
my brigade whofe commiffions were not tendered. 

.t, , . I am, 6cc. 

iiankjpore, ’ 

lit May. 1 , 56 . Rob' Barker. 

No. 30. 

Copy of fir Robert Fletcher’s 4 etter to lord Clive, 
dated at Monghyr, thcv^dMay, 1766. 

My lord, 

I have this moment been honoured by your 
lordlhip’s letter of the 29th ultimo, enclofing 
your addrefs to council, and the extrad of the 

• ... ■ ? y ' Com-, 
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Company’s general letter; but' as you exprefsly 
lay, that whoever refigns- his commilBon on 
“ this occafjon Oiall never have it reftored,” I do 
not think myfelf at liberty to return the cotnraiP 
fions, even were -the officers 'inclined to accept 
them. On the contrary, when I had ufed every 
argument in my power, particularly with thofe 
w.hom.,,1 ‘brought into the Service, and with whenm 
I thought I could have done any thing, affuring 
thern that officers would ipecdily be fent from the 
other prefidencies ; that free merchants, and 
others, would be encouraged to accept the fer- 
vice, reprefenting exadlly what your lordfhip 
hath faid of the king’s fervice, and the’lofsof 
their half pay, and that every nnan of them would 
certainly be fent to Europe ; I fay, when I had 
urged all thofe reafons for a change of condu6t, 

I was told by them feverally, that they were de- 
termined, to a man, to abide by what had 
done, I am now preparing boats, as I have told 
them, to tfanfpbrt them to Calcutta ; for which 
purpofe I have afrut?ed'’thehl, that I hourly expeft 
an order from your lord be the 
cafe, I think I can anfwer for keeping the bri- 
gade in order and difeipline until we get a fup- 
ply of other officers. I requefl that your lord- 
fhip will feal and forward the accompanying letter 
to my brother, written in confeqoence of a piece 
of intelligence chat I received this morning at. 
breakfafi. 

I amv Src. * 

■ ■ ,.Rob‘ vFletchi&r. , 

' > 

M 2 "" No. 


Mongbyi'. 

•jd M:\y, i?6^. 
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No. 3 t. 

Copy of a committee letter to the council at Fort 
William, dated at Sydokbaug, the 6th May^ 
1766. 

Gentlemen, 

We have juft received intelligence, that the 
difcontented officers have written, or intend to 
write, to the gentlemen of the army on the Coaft, 
reprefenting the impoffibility of their fubfifting 
upon this eftabliffiment, and advifing them to 
reje< 5 i: any propofals that prcfidency may make to 
them for their removal to Bengal. We there- 
fore think it neceflary to reqneft you will, for a 
time, ftop the private letters to and from Ma- 
drafs, e^icept fuch as you may have reafon to con- 
clude cannot relate to the fubje(ft abovemention- 
cd. We likewife beg leave to propofe the like 
meaftire with refpe(ft to Moratbaug, Monghyr, 
Patna, and Allahabad. A communication of 
fentiments from one part of the army to another, 
whilft the prefent combination fubfifts, we think 
extremely dangerous ; we have therefore thought 
proper to detain at Mootejyl ail fufpeded corre- 
Ipondence, and ffiatl continue to do fo till we think 
it will be no longer ncccftary. 

We are, &c. 


Sjrdokbangf, t u 

toiMay, 1766. John Carnacii* 

:• _ Fr^ Sykes. 

' KS. Majors* Champion and Polier, with cap- 
tains-Pearfon, Smith, and Martin, are gone for- 
ward, We are following with all expedition, 
and so reach Monghyr by the i jth inftant. 

■ No. 
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No, 31. 

Copy of fir Robert Fleteher’s letter to lord Ciive*’ 
dated at Monghyr, the 4th May 1766. 

My lord, 

I have again taken an opportunity of ipeaking 
to fome of the officers, particularly fuch as have 
the moft influence, and are, I may fay, the tri- 
bunes of the reft •, but I find that fair arguments, 
without the reftoration ,of the batta, fervconly to 
inflame them more. The ftate of their difpofi- 
tions is fuch, that a diflfolution of this combina- 
tion, if any can take place, mutt, I think, be 
the effe(ft of their fears and apprehenfions of what 
may befall them hereafter, rather than any other 
confideration whatever; and fo great a change of 
fentiments feems to require time, and cooler re- 
flection than they will at prefent allow themfelves. 
They flatter and pleafe themfelves with a perfua- 
fion, that the troops caqnot be kept together 
without them, and that, letters to Madrafs 
will infufe the fame fpirit among' the Jq^oers 
there ; and to confirm the former opinion, the 
moft artful methods have been ufed to make me 
believe that a- mutiny is already planned, and 
muft inevitably happen, if the officers are..dif- 
miflTed, This was communicated to me on fuch. 
fly conditions, that I am not at liberty to fay 
more of the matter. Ycfterday, when I mention- 
ed your lordffiip’s determination to fend to Ma- 
drafs for officers, 1 found great rcafon to believe, 
that a confirmation thereof would make them 
quit the troops immediately. Sir Robert Barker 
writes me, that he has refufed the commiffions at 
M3 Banki- 
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Bankipore; but I atii apt to think that that wil! 
only ftrengthen their fefdldtions. 

Mongbyi^^ I 

4th May, J766, 

Rob* Fletcher. 


P. S. The king’s officers will not believe they 
can lole their half pay. — They fay the Com- 
pany have broke their conditions with them, by 
depriving them of that which induced them to ac- 
cept the fervice, which is a fufficient reafon for 
tlieir refignation.’' 

, N0.33. ; * 

'Copy 'of lord Clive’s anfwer to the above letter^ 
V dated the 7th May, 1766, at 

S'l R, ‘ 

I received yours of ,the -4th inftant this morn- 
ing, by which I find there is fome foundation for 
’ a fufpicien, that the foldiers of your brigade may 
be troublefome. Sir Robert Barker has intimat- 
ed to me his appfehenfions of them, though he 
feems to entertain no doubts of his own men. In 
rriy letter of yefterday, I defired you would fend 
away fame of the moft adtive officers, ’provided 
you -had no reafon to ‘think a mutiny would fol- 
low. Should you have the lead apprehcnfion of 
fuch an event, I would have you fecure the fide- 
lity of fomfC of the moft trufty fergeants, by pro- 
r i Ting them -grattiit-ies to the amount of two or 
^'feven three thoufand rupeos-each. The fubah- 
dars, or commanding officers of the black troops, 
you will iikewife-promife largely to, in cafe of 
|he fame^ -C'mergeac-y* With the afiiftance of 
^ - - majors 
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majors Champion and Polier, ^and captains Smith 
and Pearlbn, I hope you will be able to keep 
matters quiet till our arrival. Thofe gentlemen 
expedt to be with you by the t2th at fartheft, and 
I lhall probably arrive on, the igth. I bring with 
me captains M^Pherfon, HHl^ Carnac, and Gra- 
ham, and lieutenant Butler. 

' I am, &c. ' 

7thMay, 1766. * 

Clive, 

No. 34. 

Extra6l of a letter from lord Clive to fir Robert 
Barker^ dated at Furrukah Chowrah, 8th May, 
1766, ■■■' 

I have feen your letter to the general, and at 
the fame time received one from , captain 
Watfon; but I muft confefs the nature of his ' 
propofal appears to me almoft incomprehen- 
fible. * 

. 'Will mendb q£ honour , 

(and. who ftill perfeveris jo ' da#s-,of 
mutiny and defertion) when they have obtainedl 
one point, ceafe there P-'-Hiftory can furnij[h.buc 
few mfl;aBces oF that 'os^tur^ ; for my own part, 

I myd: fee the, foldkrs. bayonets levelled at my 
throat, before I can be induced to give way ; : 
and then, nof fo much^ for the prefervatioh of 
my own life, as the temporary faivation of the 
Company : — Temporary only it can be, for I jfhall 
think Bengal in the utmoft danger, when we are 
reduced to the neceflity of fubmitting the civil 
power to the mercy of men who have gone 
lengths that will aftonilli all England, 


With' 
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With me it is beyond a doubt, that if the of* 
Been, do not refolve to fubmit, and ackfiowit-dge 
their crime, ruin and deftrudlion mufe equally be 
their lo', whether they lucceed or not j and if 
arguments of this kind can make no impreffion, 
none will. I cannot help thinking more evil is 
|bll intended. 

You have freqpen^Iy informed me that you 
apprehend nothing from the men j jf this point 
can he gained by any means, or any offers, the 
fooner the officers depart the better. 

Champion, Polier, Pearfon, and Smith, are 
puniing on for Mqnghyr, and will be there the 
j2th. Mylelf, the general, captains Hdl, Qrar 
ham, Martin, M'Pherfon, and fdrne others, fol- 
low, and hope to reach fii* Robert by the » 4th. 
Major Fifcher, Ironfide, and niany others, miilf 
be uport their march long before this., in epnfe^ 
quence of my orders from MootejyJ. 

No. 55. 

Copy of fir Robert Fletcher’s letter to lord Clive, 
dated at Monghyr, the 6th May, 176^. 

My lord, 

I have received yoiir lordlhip*s letter, dated the 
2d inftant ; in confeqpeoce, I have fent captain 
Wilding and lieutenant Petrie to Calcutta, upon 
fufpicion of their being among the mofb at^ive in 
forming the combination. I cannot learn for cer- 
tain, that the cqmmiflaons were depoficed in the 
hands of one particular perfon | they were left 
at my quarters on the morning of the jll inftant, 
by a black fellow ; and although feme of the of- 
| 5 cers feem to have greait influence with the reft, 

yet 
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yet I am perfuaded every precaution has been 
taken £0 conceal the principals. 


Monghyr, 
6th May, 


I am, trc. 

Rob* Fletch.ef« 


|fo. g6. 

Ijopy of a letter from the council at Fort- William 
to fir Robert Fletcher, dated at Fort Willkm* 
,6th May, 1766, 

S t R, 

Theaddrefsto you, front th| officers of the 
6rft brigade, which you tranfmitted in your let- 
ter to the prefident the ift inftant, may produce 
furprife, but cannot ffiake that firmnefs with 
which we are determined to purfue every meafure 
we think conducive to the intereft of oar confti- 
tuents, and neceffary to our own honour, That 
{gentlemen, rifen to the rank of captains upon the 
military who now enjoy greater 

ad van tages, and of-^ 

ficers in any other fdrvice ift the world, fetrld 
fubferibe to an unmilitary diffionourable combi- 
nation, to diftrefs the government by which they 
are fopported, will certainly be no recommenda- 
tion to his majefty’s fervice, and it will be our 
care that fuch conduft be faithfully reported to 
the Court of Diredtors, to be laid by them be- 
fore the fepretary at war. 

We are even aftoniflied at the complaints of • 
the fubalterns, who bad certainly not refiefted 
upon the fituation of his majefty’s fubaltern offi- 
cers, when they fnbfcribed to this letter of refig- 
nation : let their pay be cornpared, and it will ap^ 
pear, they bear no manner of proportion, after 
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ill! allowances are made - for fhe difference of 
climates, and the different njiture of the fervices. 

Whatever plea there may be for the conduct 
of the officers of the* battalion, there furely can 
be no excpfe fof thofe who enjoy double polls, or 
tbofc who are attached to the Teapoys. 

1 befe remarks we offer, ' not with a view of 
perfuading them to alter a refokition that may 
fbbjefl thcfervice tofome inconvenience; on the 
contrary', we defire you will accept of all fuch 
other commiffions as are offerecf j and tve farther 
direftr, that you will order down to Calcutta, 
within the fpace of twenty-four hours, all thofe 
who have already refigned, ’'fince we can place no 
great confidence itl the zeal of men who have* 
deferted their duty, in a manner inconfiffen^ 
with the-cbaradber of officers and gentlemen;,' 
for whatever th^y may., think of the 
we are convinced that perfons of cquaf meric* 
will be glad to accept k ^cipoa.tbe prelenc foot- 
ing. . . 

Humanity obliges us to be truly forry, that 
the raffinefs of a few ffiould have precipitated in- 
to ruin, a number of gentlemen who might, in 
a Ihort fpace of time, have acquired fortunes 
with reputation and honour;, and who .wilknqw 
find that they have forfeited a fervice fuperior, 
even in its reduced condition, to any ftation in 
fife to which they can poffibly form pretenfions. 

We are See. d s 


Fort William, 
&th May iyS6, 


Copy of a letter from the council at Fort Wil- 
liam to the prefident and council at Fort St. 
George, dated at Fort William, 6th May 
1766*,.' 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

The apprchenfions . we communicated to you 
the firft iaftant, of the officers having entered in- 
to a combination to refign their commiffions, un- 
lefs double batta ffioffid be reftored, have proved 
too well founded; lord Clive and the gentlemen 
at MQotejyi having forwarded to us a letter to fir 
Robert Fletcher, commanding the firfl: brigade, 
figncd by forty-two' of the officers, enclofing 
their commiffions, and declaring their refolutioll 
without pay or allowance whatever, from 
the W’^^inllant utitil th^e 15th, when they would 
quit the army^'tf, mutinous de- 
mands wcre-notrconipibS of our 

letter to fir d-lofacrrFl^chtJr trpuh ffils occsiibtf^ 
which comes enclofed,' will ffieW ydu the fteps wd 
are unanimoiiQy determined to purfue, notwith- 
ftanding we have reafon to expe^ that the officdfiS' 
of the 6ther^brigades*wi!l follow tbeirexample. * 
On every critical -occafion', when the publkr 
fervice required it, we have ever experienced a 
ready affiltance from you gentlemen. The pre- 
fenc emergency too loudly calls for our united' 
efforts ; and our dependance on your zeal, you 
may imagine, has greatly^ influenced, and given 
ftrength to our refolute determination on this oc- 
eafion; we muft, therefore, requeft you will, 
without lofs of time, fend to us all the officers, 

cadets, 


C 17* ) 

cadets, and others, agreeable to oar letter of the 
id, a triplicate of which comes end6fed» 

We are, &c. 

W. B. Sumner. 
Harry Verelft. 
Randolph Marriott 
Hugh Watts. • 
Claud RufiTell 
W"‘ Alderfey* 

Tho^ KeHali. 

Cha’ Floyer, 


Extrad from cofifultations, 7th May 1766. 

The board taking into coniideration the ge- 
neral combination among the officers, and the 
probability there appears, from the violent and 
determined refolution with which they feem to 
jperfevere in it, of almoft the whole refigning, 
^hich might poffibly (hake the fidelity of the 
private men, unlefs fome perfons, on whom we 
can depend, be immediately appointed to com- 
mand them-, and there being at prefent many 
free merchants, who may be willing to diftin- 
guiih their zeal for the fervice on this emergen- 
cy, it is agreed, that the following propofals be 
made to them : 

To engage to ferve for twelve months certain; 
in the mean time, if we (hould be provided with 
officers for the occafipns of the fervice, from 
England or the other prefidencies, they fhali be 
at liberty to refign, but not without the concur- 
rence of the prefident and council; and it is left 


Fort ■WilHaw, 
$th May 1766, 


No. 38. 



in their own option, whether or not to continue 
on the military eftabli^ment. 

And it is propofed, 'for the encouragement of 
fuch gentlemen who may engage in the military 
fervice on this occafion, that fuch as may ferve 
fix months fhall have the privilege of a duftuck 
for the fpace of eighteen months, from the day 
of their firft application for the fame; and fuch. 
as may ferve twelve months to have the fame 
privilege for three years. They fhall alfo, if 
defirous of it, be recommended to the Court of 
Diredors for ftations on the eftablifhment. 

The prefident is accordingly defired to com- 
municate the fame to the free merchants, and to 
requeft of fuch as may engage, to proceed imme- 
mcdiatcly to lord Clive, who will fettle the rank 
they are to hold on the military eftablifhment. 

Extraft from confultations, 9th May iy 66 . 

The prefident informs; the board, that in con- 
fequence of a refoitrticm of the 7th inftant, re- 
garding fuch free merchants as' itrlght he difpofed 
to contribute their afliftance on the prefent difaf* 
fedion of the officers,., Mefifs. Dyneley and 
Drinkell are the only perfons who have offered 
their fervice, aft the others having pleaded fick- 
nefs, or fomc other excufe. 

No. 39. 

Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert Fletcher, 
dated Siccaragully, loth May, 1766. 

SIR, 

I am glad to find by yours of the 8th inftant, 
which i received here this morning, that you are 

ft:U 
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iiil! confident no mwtiny will arife amongfi the • 
troops. 

Enclofed is a letter to yoo from the governor 
and council, by which you will fee how deter- 
mined we are to ad with jErmnefs upon the. pre- 
fent occafion. Blank fpaces were left for the 
fignatures of general Carnac, Mr. Sykes, and 
myfelf, in order to manifeft the unanimous refo- 
Jution of the whole board.. It would be proper, 
I think, that yon fhould intimate to the officers 
your having fuch a letter in your poffieffion; but 
before you produce it in public, I would have 
you try what can be done with the fubalterns, for 
I would confent to keep moft of them in the fer- 
vice, provided they can be brought to repent of 
their combination ; but as to the captains, I am 
fteady in my determination to difmifs them all. 

The roads are fo bad, from the great quantity 
of rain, which fell laft night, that our progrels 
to day has been lefs than intended. We ffiaib 
however, be with’ you' as foon as poffible. 

I am, &c. 


Slccaragully, 
loth May, 176S. 


Clive. 


P, S, You may as well not make the letter 
from the governor and council public, excepting 
fo far as to anfwer the abovementioned purpole, 
before my arrival. ‘ * 


No. 40. 

Copy of lord Clive’s letter to fir Robert Barker, 
dated at Siccaraguilyj loth May, 1766. 

SIR, 

Enclofed is axopy of a letter, now forwarded 
to fir Robert Fletqher, by which you will he 
7 made 
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rriade acquainted with the unanimous refolmion 
:of the vvhole board. It may not be amifs for you 
to intimate what is written tp the officer com- 
.manding the firft brigade, and that you expe<5fc 
to receive the like orders. If the fubalterns can 
be brought to a juft fenfe of duty and honour, I 
would readily confent to reftore moft of them their 
I .comraiffions i but the captains fhall every man 

be abiblucely difmifted the iervice* 

. I am, &c. ^ " 

Siccavagiilly, ' Clivc. 

loth; May, 1766, 

; .. ' j No. 4i. . 

Copy of lord Clive’s letter to colonel Smith, dated 
at Shahabad, nth May, 1766. 

-S I R, 

members of the feleO: committee being at 
prefent fo difperfed that they cannot form a board, 
and your letter to -them of the 29th of April, 
which met me this morning ou tlie requir- 

ing an immediate anfwer, I think proper to 
write to you myfelf, as commander in chier of the \ 

forces. 

It was intimated to you in a late letter, that 
your return to Allahabad, upon the approach of 
the Morattoes, might carry top much the ap- 
pearance of a retreat: for this, and other mate- 
rial reafons mentioned 111 your laic, i entirely ap- 
prove your having fufpended the prior refolution, 
and encamping for the prefent at Serrajepore. 

You have my authority to prefcrve the poft you 
are now poftefted of, till the motions of the Mo- 
rattoes {hail admit of your march to Allahabad. 

Should they advance to the frontiers, you will 

■■■■'■ adt' ■■ . . 



m the manner you may judge moft defenflbfe 
for the provinces of Corah, and Sujah Dow'la’s 
dominions. You will likewife enter into and con- 
clude fuch treaties, with any of the adjacent 
powers, as you may think the emergency of af- 
fairs in tTiofe parts may require'. I do not, how- 
ever, imagine that an incurfioil will be attempted 
fo late in. the feafon, efpdcially into the nabob’s 
country, which is fo well fccured by the Canges. 

My letter of the 2ci inftant apprifed you of a 
combination formed by the officers of the third 
brigade. I am now to acquaint you, that they 
have adtuaily tranfmitted their commiffions (to 
the amount of fifty) in a letter of refignation to 
the governor and council. As the letter met me 
Upon the road, I perufed and forwarded it, re- 
ferving the pacquet of commiffions in my own 
hands, to reftore them asoccafion might require. 
The captains, indeed, I am determined fliall all 
be difmified, but moft of the fubakerns, except- 
ing thofe who are double poked and attached to 
the feapoys, may be reftored to the fervice, if 
they can be brought to a juft fenfe of duty and 
honour. The gentlemen of the firil brigade 
have thought proper to conducft themfeives in a 
iimilar manner, and forty at leak of them have 
lent in their commiffions to fir Robert Fletcher, 
acquainting him that they lhali draw no pay for 
this month, but will ferve as volunteers till the 
15th inftant, when they are refolved to quit, un- 
iefs the old allowance of double batta be reftored 
to them. The enclofcd copy of a letter from the 
governor and council to fir Robert Fletcher, wiU 
fully inform you of our invariable refolution upon 
this occafion. The fame will undoubtedly be 
perfevercd in with regard to fir Robert Barker’s 
Drrgade. I have been thus particular, in order 

that 
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that yoii might not be unacquainted with the pro- 
ceedings below, as they may enable yon to for- 
fee the conieqnences of a like combination' a- 
mongft the officers of your brigade. Ic is con- 
fidently aflerted that 'every officer under your 
command, except two, have figned an agree- 
ment to refign, from the fame motives urged at 
Patna and Monghyr. But as you are entirely fi- 
lent upon the lub;e6t, and the troops upon ac- 
tual fervice, I entertain fome hopes that the gen- 
tlemen with you have more honour than to join in 
fuch a mutinous and unmilitary afibciation. It 
is necefiary, however, that you fiiould be pre- 
pared how to adt upon fo dilagreeable an event, 
if it ffiould happen. Whilft an enemy threatens 
to approach, I conclude it abfolutely impradti- 
cable to part with your officers, fince their corri- 
miffions cannot be inftantly fupplied. In cafe, 
therefore,' the Morattocs ffiould (till appear to 
intend an invafion, or in cafe you apprehend a 
mutiny among the troops, but in no other cafe, 
you have my authority to make terms with the 
officers of your brigade, upon their tendering 
their commiffions. The critical jundure will, I 
think, render fuch a fubmiffion on your part un- 
avoidable for the prefent, if they fl'.ould dare 
to cake fuch a fiep, which I fhould imagine they 
would not, as they are now in the field, and 
confequently receive double batta. Beiides, it 
is hardly to be fufpeded that they would ex- 
pole themfelves to the hazard of a general court 
martial, by defer ting their polls in the very face 
of the enemy •, although their not having en- 
tered into a contrad to ferve fora limited time 
may, by conftrudion of the mutiny ad, which 
certainly fuppofes fuch a contradio fiibiift, give 
them hopes of efcapingthe feverity of martial law. 
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I have written to all abfent officers, who have 
not figned their refignation, to meet me at Mong- 
hyr, provided they are not concerned in the com- 
bination. I am haftening thither with fourteen 
or fifteen, who will be’ftaunch, in the caufe of 
difcipline ; and on my arrival I am refolved to 
difpatch every captain to Calcutta. A captain, 
a captain-lieutenant, and an enfign, of hr Robert 
Barker’s brigade, and a captain- lieu ten ant of fir 
Robert Fletcher’s, have been put under arrefl: as 
principals, and are now on their voyage to the 
prefidency, where I propofe they lhall remain 
prifoners, ’till a council of field officers deter- 
mine what farther procefs fhotild be had againft 
them. To give way to fo mutinous a fpirit, except 
in your particular fituation, were to fubvert all 
military fubordination, fuperfede the civil autho- 
rity, and finally to relinquifh the company’s va- 
luable poffeffions in Bengal. 

A very unexpe<51;ed event came to our know- 
ledge the night before laft ; this was no other 
than the death of the nabob. On the 6ch inftant 
he paid us a vifit at Sydokbaug, and was then 
much out of order : on the 8th he died of that 
fort of fever which affedls the nofe. No difturb- 
ances, however, can arife : Syfa Dowla, the next 
brother, will, I fuppofe, be put upon the Mnfnud, 
as foon as Mr. Sykes receives orders from Cal- 
cutta to that purpofe, and in the mean time the 
affairs of the government will be carried on, as 
ufual, by the miniftry. 

Before I conclude, I rauft again mention that 
you are not to make any terms with the difcon- 
tented ofEcers of your brigade, except the Morat- 
toes fhould be marching againfl: you, and except 
you have good reafon to conclude that a mutiny 

of 


( 179 

of the men will be the confequence of the defer" 

tioh of their officers* 


Shahabad, 
Sith May, 1765. 


I ams &c* 


Ko. 4!^, 


Ciive* 


Copy of lord Glive’s letter to fir Robert Fletcher^ 
dated on the banks of the Tyrmohonny Nulla, 
the 13th May, 1766* 

Sir, 

The bridge over this Nulla il carried away by 
the fudden fail of waters from the mountains j 
and the ftream continues fo rapid, that it is im- 
pofiiblc to pafs. Had it not been for this acci- 
dent, 1 myft have been at Monghyr by the 14th 
inftant, but now I have no expedations of feeing 
you till the 15th. The officers will, I hope, re- 
main upon doty till my arrival ; if you find they 
will not, the letter from the governor and coun- 
cil will inffruft you how to adt. 

Your favour of the loth leaves' me without a 
doubt of the difpoficion of the men. 


On tbe banks of tbe Tyf- 
mohonny Nulla, iftb 
May, 1765. 


I am, &c. 


Glive* 


P. S. 1 have this moment received yours of the 
iith. With regard to detaching the troops, I 
leave it entirely to your difcretion, as you upon 
the fpot muff be the beft judge of the expediency 
of fucii a meafure, 

Clive* 


N i2 


No* 
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No. 43. 

Copy of fir Robert Fletcher’s letter to lord Clives 
dated at Monghyr, the 14th of May, 1766. 

My lord, 

I have been honoured with your lordfliip’s let- 
ter of the loth, accompanied by an anfwer from 
the governor and coiii^ii to the ojfEcers addrefs 
to me of the ift inftant ; and you may be affured 
that I jfhall ufe my utmoft diligence in endeavour- 
ing to keep the beft ot the fubalteriis of this bri- 
gade. I have this day begun the embarkation 
of the captains ; and, to convince the fubalterns 
that it is out of their power to leave us entirely 
deftitute of officers, by adhering to their refolo- 
tion of carrying their point to the utmoll, I have 
appointed five enfigns j viz. Mr. Crawford, a fur- 
geon’s affiftant, two cadets, and two fergeants. 
This, I think, may not only ferve to fiiake their 
determination of proceeding to Calcutta, but 
will incite an emulation among the ocher fergeants, 
who may expedl to be rewarded in proportion as 
they behave therafelves. 

Monghyr, I am, 

i4th May, ■ 

Robh Fletcher, 

No. 44. 

Copy of a fecond letter from fir Robert Fletcher 
to lord Clive, of the lame date with the above. 

My lord, 

lain this moment honoured by your lordlhip’s 
letter of the 13th, and 1 have, in confcquence, 
aiked the officers to do duty a day longer. Some 
of them begin now to be very troublefome •, and, 

. . ■ "S . ■ as 
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as far as I can find, they are refolved to encamp 
by themfelves, until the arrival of the officers of 
the other brigades, fo that 1 fear force mufl at 
iaft be ufed. i have not yet received their an fwer. 


Monghyfj ' 

14th May, 1766, 1 P. M. 


I 

Robh Fletcher, 


No. 45. 

Copy of a third letter from fir Robert Fletcher to 
lord Clive, of the fame date with the above.- 
My lord, 

The officers have abfoKitely refufed to ferve an 
hour longer. During their laft confultations to- 
day, the regiment got under arms, and the artil- 
lery were doing the fame, and at firil; feemed 
determined to follow the officers *, but when I be- 
gan to fpeak to them, they affured me, ’they bad 
bjcen ma^de to, believe, that I was to head them ; 
otherwife, not a man would have thought of turn- 
ing out; adding, rf tte'-was'-srot the cafe, they 
would not mind the officers, ''but die 

with me alone. While 1 was talking to the men, 
feveral of the officers came to the parade, and 
told me, that as they heard the Europeans had 
mutinied, they were willing to offer me their af- 
fiftance; but I abfoiutely refufed, in the face of 
the whole regiment, to have one of them, ^nd 
ordered the whole to quit the garrifon within the 
fpace of two hours, under pain of being lent off 
with guards. They are now, 1 believe, all gone. 

Some have been very troublefome, and parti- 
cularly thofe whom 1 have all along fufpefled, 
and whofe confidence 1 ufed every art to gain, in 
January iaft, when I heard that the whole were 
to form a plan of quitting the brigades, without 
N 3 giving 
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giving any warning. 1 even went fo far as ts 
approve of fonne of their fcKemes, that they might 
do nothing without my l^nowledge. Several had 
this morning agreed to remain, at my requefl: ; 
but the reft began to fufpe<ft them, and they told 
me they were really in danger of their Hves, if 
they did not proceed to Calcutta. 


Mongbyr, 

?4th May, 1766, 8 P. M, 


I am, &c. 

Robh Fletcher. 


P, S. Lieut. Shrimpton is ftill here Tick, and 
has agreed to ftay. He is the beft of the whole, 
and much of a gentleman, 


No. 46. 

Copy of a letter from fir Robert Barker to lord 
Clive, dated Bankipore, May lyth, 1766, 9 
o’clock. 


Your lordlhip’s favours of 5th and loth, I 
received yefterday. 

This day the officers departed from their can- 
tonments, notwithftanding which the regiment 
and feapoys appear as well difpofed and regular 
as I ever faw them ; indeed, the men of the re- 
giment have been overheard to declare, that if 
the officers were to leave me by myfeif, they 
would ftand by me to a man. 

I think, in the difpofition our are people at pre- 
fent, I could march againft any difaffedted fee of 
people with fuccefs. 

lam, my lord. 

Tour lordfh ip’s, &c, 

(figned) R. Barker. 


: , ( * 8 ? ) 

P. S. There is an oath taken, I am informed, 
by all the officers refigning, to preferve with their 
lives the fecuricy of the life of each individual. 
This oath has prevented numbers from returning 
to their duty, as they are apprehenfive they may 
be obliged to officiate in .meafures contrary to 
■ their oath. . . ... . 

No. 47. . 

I Copy of lord Clive’s letter to colonel Smith, dat- 

j ed at Monghyr, the 15th of May, 1766. 

I Sir, 

I I have received your letter addrefled to the 

Sele< 5 i: Committee,by which I am informed of the 
I mutinous behaviour of the officers of your bri- 

1 gade, and inclofing your general orders, in con'- 

j fequence of feveral officers prefent, and upon ac-* 

i tual fervice, and almofl in the face of an enemy, 

I defiring leave to refign their commiflions. 

i Such a condudl, at fuch a jnndure, does thefe 

officers as much diffionour as your fpirited and 
foldierlike behaviour does yott ^hotmir ^ and I 
am perfuaded the whole board will join with me 
in acknowledging your fervices upon this very 
interefting occafion. 

My laft letter will be a guide for you how to 
! a£l. Time and circum fiances muft be conlider- 

ed ; but, that you may not be ignorant of whac 
is going on in the other brigades, I mull: inform 
you, that on the yth, the general and I, with 
f feveral other officers, fet out from Sydokbaug, 

j ' and fent forward majors Champion and Policr, 

I captains Smith and Pcarfon, who arrived here on 

I the iith. We fhould have been here ourfelves 

by the 13th at night, or 14th in the morning, buc 
the heavy rains filled the N ullas fo confiderably, 
N 4 that 
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chftt. we could not ,rek'h Monghyr before this 
morning. Yefterday afternoon, upon my hav^ 
ing ordered all the captains down to Calcutta, 
the ofllcers became very riotous j and whilft they 
were holding their laft confukations, the men 
began to get under arms, declaring they would 
follow their ofikers ; but upon captain Smith’s 
marching down with a battalion of feapoys, and 
fir Robert Fletcher’s haranguing them, they de- 
clared they undcrftood all cheoflicers were leav-^ 
ing the fort, headed by the commander j but 
upon being afTiired to the contrary, they pro^ 
mifed to behave as foldiers ought, and retired 
f^uietly to their barracks. The black feapoy of- 
ficers, as well as men, have given great proofs 
of fidelity and fteadinefs upon this occadon j and 
fo long as they remain fo, nothing is to be ap- 
prehended from the jEuropean foldiery, even if 
they fhould be mutinoufly inclined. Sir Robert 
Fletcher, having had reafop to fufped fome of 
theofiicers were concerned in ftirring up the men, 
turned them all out of the fort ; they are now 
encamped at the diftance of three miles, and I 
have ordered them to depart to morrow morn- 
ing. 

The day after to-morrow, the general and my- 
felf, with ten or twelve oflicers, proceed with 
ail expedition to Patna; and after Laving fettled 
every thing there, we fiiall proceed to Benares 
and Allahabad. Our chief anxiety is, leak this 
difaffcclion, if known to the Morattoes, lliould 
encourage them to commit hoftilities. We ex- 
peft fifteen officers from Calcutta j and I hope 
we lhall be able to fupply you in time with a 
fuificient number to keep your brigade in order 
pntii we receive relief from the Coaft., 


It 




I 
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It would be proper, I think, for you to make 

known to yoor brigade, that I have Jarely lodged 
to the amount of near feventy thoufand pounds 
(a legacy left me by Meer Jafiier) in the com- 
pany’s cafli, the intereft of which I have efta- 
blillied as a fund for the fupport of officers and 
rrien, who may be difabled or worn .out in the 
fcrvice. 

To a colonel five hundred pounds per an- 
num 5 to a lieutenant-colonel, three hundred 
pounds j to a major, two hundred, pounds ; to 
a captain, one hundred and fifty pounds j to a 
lieutenant, one hundred pounds *, to an enfign, 
feventy pounds ; to a fergeant, twenty pounds; 
to a coporal, fifteen pounds ; and ten pounds to 
a private man ; a paft of which penfions is to 
be continued to their widows. 

I have not yet acknowledged the receipt of 
your letter to the Seledt committee of the 5 th 
inftant ; i fliall approve of your remaining in the 
field to the lafi moment. 


Monghyr, 
5t5th May, 


I am, &c. 

Cli«, 


No. 48. 

Copy of lord Clive’s letter to clone! Smith, dat- 
ed at Monghyr, the i 6 th May, iy66. 

Sir,' 

In my letter of lafl; night, I forgot to men- 
tion that you might perhaps, on this occafion, 
judge it neceflary to puc a few very deferving 
fergeants in commiffion; that meafure I leave en- 
tirely to your diferetion. 


* This eftabliihraent was afterwards differently regulated by 
the company. 


The 
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The principal point you have to guard is the 
fidelity of the men. If you difcover they have 
been tampered with, or have good reafon to fuf- 
pe( 5 t that any attempts will be made to feduce 
them, the officers Ihonid not be permitted to ftay 
fo long^as the Brli of June ; the fooner you get rid 
of them the better; and therefore you had befl 
bring them to an immediate declaration upon 
that fubjedt. 

I have this morning had all the troops at 
Monghyr under arms, and made them a fpeech 
on the occafion. The feapoys are very firmly 
attached to their duty ; and I am now confident 
that the Europeans likewife will give us no caufe 
of complaint or apprehenfion. In ffiort, every 
thing here is as quiet and as well regulated as 
could be wifhed. 


Mongliyr, 
j6th May, 1766, 


I am, See. 

Clive. 


No. 49. 

Copy of colonel Smith’s letter to lord Clive, 
dated at camp, in the lines of Serrajepore, 
17th of May, 1766. 

My 'lord, 

Already I have tranfmitted you a copy of my 
letter to the officers of the fecond regiment ; en- 
clofed you will receive a copy of their anfwer. [ 
am by no means fufprized at it,, however ex- 
traordinary 5 for after they have forgot their 
duty to the public, what can their commanding 
officers expedt ? Thofe whom 1 firft fen t from 
the army having been defervedly reproached, have 
endeavoured to make a reproach, intended for 
themfelyes, to be regarded as general. The mea- 
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fores I have purfued, my own confcience ap- 
proves : if I had twenty lives, I would facrifice 
them all to fnpport the civil adminiftration *, for 
this appears the crifis. 

1 have been obliged to detach the 8th battalion 
of feapoys, at the rcqneftof major Smith, to march, 
with all expedition tp Allahabad, as he is appre- 
henfive of fome dift’urbaoces, after the officers 
have left the troops. I have forbid them at their 
peril to leave Allahabad, without my permiffion. 
If they do put their refolution into practice, I 
have dircded the major to advife your lordffiip of 
this, or any thing extraordinary that may hap- 
pen. The 8ch battalion of feapoys will be at 
Allahabad the 20th, , at midnight ; after which 
I ffiall be perl^edly eafy pnthe fubjed of mutiny 
from the regiments. 

Lieutenant Vertue has difobeyed the major’s 
orders of arre'ft, and fays he had my confent to 
quit the camp, and that I received his commif- 
fion : this 1 hope will beft appear at a general 
court martial. - “ ^ 

I have the honour to fee, &c. ; 

Camp in tlie lines of Serrajepore, 

the 17th May, Richard Smith, 

No. 50. 

Copy of an anonymous letter to lieutenant Far- 
mer, at Bankipore, dated New Fort, dth May 
1766. 

Dear fir, 

This waits to acquaint you of the unwelcome re- 
ception of the remonftrance fenrin by the third bri- 
gade. They have made an advantage of its be- 
' V ing 
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mg without date j by which they conclude it was 
done without theconfent or knowledge of fir Ro* 
berr Barker: there are feveral other circum fiances, 
which they have pulled to pieces, and are mak- 
ing it as bad as pofiibie. We all glory in the mi- 
litary, for we hear they have pur their commif- 
iions in a box, and have prefented them to his 
lordlliip. I do not doubt but that you have beard 
of the five lacks he has given to the military ; a 
generous foul, to break their heads firft, and then 
give them a piaifter. I willi there was any good 
news to communicate; but no news is beft news now 
a days : you will excufe niy figning my name, as 
I am liable to be fufpended fiiouid this be open- 
ed, ib will conclude myfelf. 

Dear fir, your, &c. 

New Fort, 6th May, 1766. 

No. 51. 

Copy of a letter from lord Clive and general Car- 
nac to the council at Fort William, dated at 
Bankipore, the 2C)th of May, iy66. 

Gentlemen, 

We have this infiant received a letter from ma- 
jor Smith, at Allahabad ; a copy of which comes 
encloFcd. There needs no other proofs to con- 
vince you with how much infolence, difobcdience, 
and diiVel'ped-jfome of the officers have behaved; 
and what fatal confequences would have happen- 
ed to tiie Company, had we in any fhape reced- 
ed, or given up the leafi point to fuch a miui- 
nou.s afibciatious 

'i'he public declaration of all the officers, both 
ar Monghyr and Fatna, puts it beyond a doubt 
di-ji many of the civilians have been deeply con- 
cerned 
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cerned in promoting the late combination, by en» 
conraging them to perfevere in their pernicious 
fcheme, and promifing them fupporc and affift- 
ance : and if a fubfcription hath not been let on 
foot for the maintenance of all thofe officers who 
ffioiild refign their commiffions, many of them 
i , will be greatly deceived, fince they have been in- 

duftrioudy taught -to believe that they may de- 
pend upon a fubfcription to the amount of one 
hundred and forty thoufand rupees. 

It is feme time ago that we judged it neceffiary 
to fecure all the fufpicious correfpondence be- 
• tween Calcutta and the diiferent brigades ; and 

I yefterday, in packing up the intercepted letters, 

in order to fend them dovim, we obferved one 
I which appeared to be in the hand-writing of Mr. 

( Higginfon, the fub-fecretary, to enfign Robert- 

j fon, who hath been the principal ringleader of 

I the fecond brigade, and who received all the 

officers commiffions. This circumftance ex- 
cited our fufpicions; .and, upon opening the let- 
ter, we found them fully verified, Ttiat letter 
was difpatciied laft night by the prefidenc to Mr. 
Verelft, who will, without doubt, lay it before 
the board. 

I We beg leave to recommend to the council 

' the opening of all fufpicious letters ; every ftate 

3 in the world takes that liberty upon fuch dan- 

, gerous occafions *, and we hope by that means 

this confpiracy may be traced to the fountain 
head. 

We will venture to affirm, that letters of the 
^ officers of the army in Great Britain rending 

to excite them to mutiny, on any account what- 
ever, would be deemed treaibnable, and the au- 
thors condemned to die-, furely then you will 
concur with us in opinion, that the fevereft pu- 
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niflitnenC our cooftitution will sdmit of, OugliC- 
to be inflided upon writers of letters of the like 
dangerous tendency in India. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 


Ban!ripore, 


Clive. 

agth May, 1765. 

No. 52. 

John Carnac.' 

"f 


Copy of an anonymous letter to enfign Robert** 
Ton of the third brigade, dated at Calcutta, the 
6th May, 1766. 


Dear Robertfon, 

I wrote you laft from Barrafet, a few days 
ago, in which I enclofed you a copy of a paper of 
Europe intelligence juft received over land. Since 
when I am favoured with your letters of the 2(5th 
of March and 23d ultimo; the former by the 
hands of Mr. Read, accompanying the hookers 
and fnakes, for your procuring of which I am 
much obliged to you. I alfo received from that 
gentleman the paper you mentioned to have fenc 
me by him, which I found to be the fame as that 
I acknowledged the receipt of in a former letter. 
You feem, by your laft letter, to have fent me 
down a poetical verfion, in imitation of Horace, 
which I have not received, lb fear it is gone the 
fame way as many other letters have lately done 
— you may guefs where. I fincercly wifli you 
and your fociety all the fu'ccefs you can imagine, 
but am afraid of being more particular at fuch a 
critical time. We are here daily expefting to 
hear how your fate is to be decided, and many 
there are who are apprehenlive of delperate mea** 
fures being taken. If you have any thing parti- 
■ ■ ■ cular 
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cular to write me, I think you had better do it in 
a dilguifed hand, without your name figned to it, 
as I fliall know who it comes from, and I will do 
the fame by you. We hear that his 1 — — has 
determined to accept your commiffions, and 
forty I am to tell you, that a report is current, 
that the whole board have concurred with him. 
Oh 1 what will not -ambition and felf-intereft lead 
many men to do? Be affured that I am with 
great efteem fincerely yours. 

Calcutta. 6th May, 1766. A welhknown Hand, 
No. 53. 

A copy of an anonymous letter to the officers of 
third brigade and army, without date. 

Yon are very prudent, gentlemen, in afling 
as volunteers, a circumftance that will highly 
pleafe his lordfhip, and affift him in difmiffing 
you all, and tQ keep it a feeretfrom the men, by 
whofe affifirance you can only be fuccefsful : for 
if they do not join, he is fully refolved not to 
give the point up to you, but accept of all com- 
miffions. What then will be the confequence if 
he gets the better of this? Eternal flavery and 

bondage, with fliame toyou all. Let themen 

join, and that will oblige him to come into your 
terms. You can always put a ftop to them, be- 
fore they do much mifehief : but take care your 
terms are moderate. What a pimpyourc — 1 is, I 
wonder you don’t flog him : can it be poffible 
you have let Duffieid, &c. be fent to Calcutta ? 
if you have, you arc a daftardly fet. How will 
the civilians laugh at you if you don’t get the 
better ? 


The 
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The following is a converfation between bis 
lOrdfhip and the general, which fend to the other 
brigades, I overheard it my felf. 

General. What will your lordihip do with 
the army ? 

Clive. Hang one half for an example to the 
other. 

General, How will you be provided with 
officers? 

Clive. Send to Madrafs and Bombay for all 
they can fpare; and make fergeants and corpo- 
rals for the prefenc. 

General. Qur fergeants and corporals will 
never do for officers. 

Clive. They will do till we get better. 

General. And when you have got better, what 
will your iordfhip do with them ? 

Clive. Why, reduce one half to their former 
ftation, and for fear the other half ffiould be too 
ffirong, I will order them to Calcutta, clap them 
on board ffiips, and fend them to Bencoolen, 
where they ffiall do private duty, as before. 

General. Your lordihip will be liable to pro- 
fecutions at home. 

Clive, rii be d— d then ; for I’ll fend fuch 
inftruclioos to the governor, that few Ihall re- 
main to tell the ftory. 

General. If the men join, what will you do ? 

Clive. By G-d I mult give them their own 
terms*, but the gentlemen, by adting as volun- 
teers, feem determined to prevent that. Let 
them do fo a little while longer, and by G d III 
do for them. 

The above is an abfolute fad, but I cannot 
•lign, for fear of difcovery ; however, the light 
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is not truer. For God’s fake ad with fpirit j 
elfe adieu, as military-men, to every thing ! 

Calcutta. . 

No. 54. 

Copy of a letter from lord Clive and council to 
colonel Smith, dated at Fort William, 6th 
Odober, 1-66. 

S I R, 

We are of opinion that the exiftence of the 
Eaft India company, in a great mealiire, de- 
pends upon the maintaining an indifputable au- 
thority over their military officers ♦, and many 
late inftances have convinced us, that it is necef- 
fary every legal meafure Ibould be adopted that 
can prevent the army, or any individuals thereof, 
from alTuming an independency. The mutiny 
ad being the only guide we have, whereby to 
determine the nature, and intent of the military 
eftabliffiment for the Eaft Indies, we could not 
fail to recur to that ad of parliament,: as foon as 
we were made acquainted with the mutinous^ 'af- 
fociation of the officers. From hence it appear- 
ed evidently to the board, as it allb did to lord 
Clive, and general Carnac, at Mootejyh who fig- 
nified the fame to us,' that the Company could 
have no fecurity for the ferviees of their army, 
unlefs by the obligation of contrads. His lord* 
fli p, even before the general refignation took 
place, exprelfed his determination, that every 
officer fhoiild, in future, enter into a contrad to 
ferve for a limited timej and his general orders 
of the 23d of June, from Chuprah, contain a 
O public 
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public declaration, that all thofe who had re- 
figned, and might be reftored, Ihould be oblig- 
ed to bind themfelves to the fervice, in future, 
by a contradi:. Lord Clive, however, was pleaf- 
ed to promife an exception with regard to fnch 
gentlemen as had, by remaining firm to their 
duty, given fufficient proofs that they needed no 
other tie than that of honour to bind them to the 
due obfervance of military difcipline; and in- 
deed, had no fuch promife been made, the ex- 
ception is in itfelf fo equitable, that we could 
not reafonably have rejeded it, if an application 
had been made on that head, by any who had 
not deviated from their duty. Our abfolute de- 
termination now is, that the accompanying con- 
trad fliall be executed without delay, by every 
officer refpedively who refigned the fervice ; and 
you are hereby direded to caufe the fame to be 
executed accordingly, fignifying in public or- 
ders, an exception for the gentlemen who did 
not reiign, as a teftimony of the fenfe we en- 
tertain of their honourable and fpirited con- 
dud. You will, however, inform them, that, 
if they have no objedion to join in the 
meafure, the governor and council will con- 
fider their compliance as a farther mark of 
their zeal for the fervice j and the example fet 
by you, will, we doubt not, have the defired 
efFed. 

The officers in general are to be affured, that 
no officer ffiall ever be refufed leave to refign, 
except in fuch a cafe as lately happened, where 
there appears a combination to diftrefs the fer- 
vice, and to force the governor and council into 
terms; or where the requefi: is made with a view 
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to evade an enquiry into any preceding mifcon- 
dud. 

We are, Sir, &c* 

Fort William, 

6th Oftober, 1766, 

No. 55. 

Copy of a contrad, or engagement, to be fign- 
ed by the military ofEcers in the fervicc of the 
Eaft-India Company. 

Know all men by thefe prefents, that I A. B, 
for and in confideration of a captain’s commifllon, 
in the fervice of the honourable united company 
of merchants of England trading to the Eaft- 
Indies, to me given by the prefident and council 
of Fort William, in Bengal, in the Eaft Indies s 
and the fum of rupees to me in hand 

paid by the faid prefident and council, the re- 
ceipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, being 
the amount of one month’s pay captain in the 
fervice of the faid honourable united Eaft India 
Company, have contraded and agreed, and by 
thefe prefents do covenant, contrad, and agree, 
with the faid prefident and council of Fort Wil- 
liam, for and on the behalf of the faid united 
Eaft India Company, tofervethem in a military 
capacity for the fpace of three years, to be com- 
puted from the day of the date hereof; andalfo, 
thatl will not then, or at any other time, quit the 
faid fervice without giving twelve months pre- 
vious notice, in writing, of fuch my intentions, 
to the prefident and council of Fort William a- 
forcfaid, for the time being, and obtaining their 
permifTion for that purpofe. 



In 
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In witnefs whereof I have hereunto fet my 
hand and feal, at Calcutta in Bengal aforefaid, 
this day of in the year of our 

Lord 

A. B, 

Signed, fealed, and delivered, 
at Calcutta aforefaid, where 
no damped paper is to be 
had, in the prefence of 


